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ADJUSTABLE EXPANSION CONE ASSEMBLY 
Cross Reference To Related Applications 

This application claims the benefit of the filing date of U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/318.021, attorney docltet no. 25791.58. filed on 9/7/2001. the 
5 disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference. 

This application is related to the following: (1) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/454,139. attorney docket no. 25791.03.02. filed on 12/3/1999. (2) U.S. patent 
application secsl no. 09/510.913. attorney docket no. 25791.7.02. filed on 2/23/2000, 
(3) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/502,350, attorney docket no. 25791.8.02, filed 

1 0 on 2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338, attorney docket no. 
25791.9.02. filed on 11/15/1999. (5) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523.460. 
attorney docket no. 25791.11.02. filed on 3/10/2000. (6) U.S. patent application serial 
no. 09/512,895, attorney docket no. 25791.12.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. patent 
application serial no. 09/511.941, attorney docket no. 25791.16.02, filed on 2/24/2000. 

15 (8) U.S. patent appikation serial no. 09/588,946, attorney docket no. 25791.17.02, filed 
on 6/7/2000. (9) U.S. patent applk»tion serial no. 09/559,122. attorney docket no. 
25791 .23.02, filed on 4/26/2000. (10) POT patent applicatton serial no. 
PCT/USOO/18635. attorney docket no. 25791.25.02. filed on 7/9/2000. (11) U.S. 
proviskmal intent application serial no. 60/162.671 , attorney docket no. 25791 .27, filed 

20 on 1 1/1/1999, (12) U.S. provistonal patent application serial no. 60/1 54,047, attorney 
docket no. 25791.29, filed on 9/16/1999. (13) U.S. provisional patent applicatton serial 
no. 60/159.082. attorney docket no. 25791.34. filed on 10/12/1999, (14) U.S. 
provisional patent applicatkm serial no. 60/159,039, attorney docket no. 25791.36, fited 
on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. provistonal patent appKcatton serial no. 60/159,033, attorney 

25 docket no. 25791 .37. filed on 10/12/1999. (16) U.S. provistonal patent application serial 
no. 60/212.359, attorney docket no. 25791.38. filed on 6/19/2000. (17) U.S. provisional 
patent applicatton serial no. 60/165,228. attorney docket no. 25791 .39, fited on 
11/12/1 999, (1 8) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221 ,443. attorney 
docket no. 25791.45, filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provistonal patent application serial 

30 no. 60/221 .645. attorney docket no. 25791 .46. filed on 7/28/2000. (20) U.S. provisional 
patent applicatfon serial no. 60/233.638. attorney docket no. 25791 .47. filed on 
9/18/2000, (21) U.S. provisional patent applicatfon serial no. 60/237.334. attorney 
docket no. 25791.48, filed on 10/2/2000. (22) U.S. provistonal patent application serial 
no. 60/270.007. attorney docket no. 25791.50, filed on 2/20/2001; and (23) U.S. 

35 provistonal patent application serial no. 60/262.434, attorney docket no. 25791 .51 , filed 
on 1/17/2001. the disctosuies of which are Incorporated herein by reference. 
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Background of the Invention 

This invention relates generally to wellbore casings, and in particular to wellbore 
casings that are fonmed using expandable tubing. 

Conventionally, when a wellbore is created, a number of casings are installed in 
5 the borehole to prevent collapse of the borehole wall and to prevent undesired outflow 
of drilling fluid into the fonnation or inflow of fluid from the formation into the borehole. 
The borehole is drilled in intervals whereby a casing which is to be installed in a lower 
borehole interval is lowered through a previously installed casing of an upper borehole 
interval. As a consequence of this procedure the casing of the lower interval is of 

10 smaller diameter than the casing of the upper inten^aL Thus, the casings are in a 

nested anrangement with casing diameters decreasing in downward direction. Cement 
annul! are provided between the outer surfoces of the casings and the borehole wall to 
seal the casings from the borehole wall. As a consequence of this nested arrangement 
a relatively large borehole diameter is required at the upper part of the wellbore. Such 

15 a large borehole diameter involves increased costs due to heavy casing handling 
equipment, large drill bits and increased volumes of drilling fluid and drill cuttings. 
Moreover, increased drilling rig time is involved due to required cement pumping, 
cement hardening, required equipment changes due to large variattons in hole 
diameters drilled in the course of the well, and the large volume of cuttings drilled and 

20 removed. 

The present invention is directed to overcoming one or more of the limitations of 
the existing procedures for forming new sections of casing In a wellbore. 

Summary of the Invention 
According to one aspect cX the present Invention, an apparatus for radially 

25 expanding a tubular member is provided that includes a tubular support member that 
includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage, a first lug coupled 
to and extending from tiie first tubular support body in the radial direction, a second lug 
coupled to and extending from the first tubular support body in the radial direction, and 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body. The 

30 expansion cone support body includes an N-sided tapered tubular support member, 
wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T- 
shaped slot. N expansion cone segments are movably coupled to the expansion cone 
support body, each including an expansion cone segn^ent body including arcuate 
conical outer surfaces, a first T-shaped retaining memt)er coupled to the expansion 

35 cone segment body for movably coupling ttie expanston cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of tiie expansion cone support body, and a 
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second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body. A 
split ring collar assembly is movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 
member that includes a second tubular support body defining N T-shaped slots for 
movably receiving corresponding ones of the second T-shaped retaining members of 

5 the expansion cone segments, and an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the 
second tubular support body. A first drag block assembly Is movably coupled to the 
tubular support member that includes a first drag block body defining a slot for 
receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar, and a 
first J-shaped slot for receiving the first lug, and one or more first drag btocks coupled 

10 to the first drag block body. A second drag block assembly is nfK>vably coupled to the 
tubular support member that includes a second drag block body defining a second J- 
shaped slot for receiving the second lug, and one or more second drag blocks coupled 
to the second drag block oody. First and second packer cups are coupled to the 
tubular support menriber between the first and second drag block assemblies. 

1 5 According to another aspect of the present inventton, an apparatus for radially 

expanding a tubular member Is provided that Includes a tubular support mernber that 
Includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage, a first flange 
coupled to the first tubular support body, a second flange coupled to the flrst tubular 
support body, a flrst tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a second 

20 tapered fiange coupled to the first tubular support body, and an expanston cone 
support body coupled to the first tubular support body. The expansion cone support 
body includes an N-eided tapered tubular support member, wherein each skle of the 
multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped slot N expansion 
cone segnients are nrK)vably coupled to the expansbn cone support body, each 

25 including an expansion oone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces, a 
first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansk^n oone segment body for 
movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the T- 
shaped stots of the expansion cone support body, and a second T-shaped retaining 
member coupled to the expansbn cone segment body. A split ring collar is movably 

30 coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member that includes a second tubular 
support body that defines N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones 
of the second T-shaped retaining members of the expanston cone segments, and an L- 
shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body. A first collet 
assembly is nrK)vably coupled to the tubular support member that Includes a first tubular 

35 sleeve that defines a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member 
of the split ring collar, a first cbunterbore for receiving the flrst fiange. and a first radial 
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passage, a first spring received within the first countertx>re, a first retaining ring 
received within the first counteribore, a first load transfer pin coupled to the first 
retaining ring and extending through the first radial passage, a second tubular sleeve 
coupled to the first load transfer pin, a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 

5 sleeve and positioned above the first tapered flange, and a third tubular sleeve coupled 
to the first resilient collet. A second collet assembly is movably coupled to the tubular 
support member that includes a fourth tubular sleeve that defines a second 
counterbore for receiving the second flange, and a second radial passage, a second 
spring received within the second countert)ore, a second retaining ring received within 

10 the second counterbore, a second load transfer pin coupled to the second retaining 
ring and extending through the second radial passage, a fifth tubular sleeve coupled to 
the second load transfer pin, a second resilient collet coupled to the fifth tubular sleeve 
and positioned at)ove the second tapered flange, and a sixth tubular sleeve coupled to 
the second resilient collet. First and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support 

1 5 member between the first and second collet assemblies. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for radially 
expanding a tubular member is provided tiiat Includes a tubular support member that 
includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage, a first radial 
passage defined in the first tubular support body fluididy coupled to the longitudinal 

20 passage, a fn^t flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a second flange 
coupled to the first tubular support body, a first tapered flange coupled to the first 
tubular support body, a second tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body, 
and an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body. The 
expansion cone support body includes an N-sided tapered tubular support member, 

25 wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T- 
shaped slot N expansion cone segments are movably coupled to tiie expansion cone 
support body, each including an expansion cone segment body including arcuate 
conical outer surfaces, a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion 
cone segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a 

30 corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body, and a 
second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body. A 
split ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member that 
includes a second tubular support body that defines N T-shaped slots for movably 
receiving corresponding ones of ttie second T-shaped retaining members of Vhe 

35 expansion cone segments, and an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second 
tubular support body. A first dog assembly is movably coupled to ttie tubular support 
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member that includes a first tut)ular sleeve that defines a slot for receiving and mating 
with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar, a first counterbore for 
receiving the first flange, and a second radial passage, a first spring received within the 
first counterbore, a first retaining ring received within the first countertK>re, a first load 

5 transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending through the second radial ' 
passage, and a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin that defines 
a second counterbore for receiving the first tubular sleeve, a first resilient dog coupled 
to the second tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the first tapered flange. A 
second dog assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes 

10 a third tubular sleeve that defines a second counterbore for receiving the second 
flange, a third radial passage, and a fourth radial passage fluldicly coupled to the first 
radial passage, a second spring received within the second counteriX)re, a second 
retaining ring received within the second countert>ore, a second load transfer pin 
coupled to the second retaining ring and extending through the third radial passage, a 

15 fourth tubular sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pn, and a second resilient 
dog coupled to the fourth tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the second tapered 
flange. First and second packer cups are coupled to the tubular support member 
between the first and second dog assemblies. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for radially 

20 expanding a tubular member is provided that includes a tubular support member that 
includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage including a throat 
passage, a first radial passage defined in the first tubular support body fluididy coupled 
to the longitudinal passage, a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a 
second flange coupled to the first tubular support txxly that defines a second radial 

25 passage defined in the second flange fluididy coupled to the longitudinal passage, a 
tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body, and an expansion cone 
support body coupled to the first tubular support body. The expansion cone support 
body indudes an N-sided tapered tubular support member, wherein each side of the 
nnjiti^sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped slot. N expansion 

30 cone segments are movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each 

induding an expansion cone segment body induding arcuate conical outer surfaces, a 
first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the T- 
shaped slots of the expansion cone support body, and a second T-shaped retaining 

35 member coupled to the expansion cone segment body. A split ring collar is movably 
coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member that Indudes a second tubular 
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support bcxJy that defines N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones 
of the second T-shaped retaining members of the expansion cone segments, and an L- 
shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body. A dog 
assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a first tubular 
5 sleeve that defines a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member 
of the split ring collar, a first counterbore for receiving the first flange, and a third radial 
passage, a spring received within the first counterbore, a retaining ring received within 
the first counterbore, a load transfer pin coupled to the retaining ring and extending 
through the third radial passage, a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load 

10 transfer pin that defines a first counterbore for receiving the first tubular sleeve, a 
second counterbore for receiving and mating with the tapered flange, and includes a 
third flange that defines a third counterbore for receiving the second flange, a fourth 
counterbore for receiving the second flange, and a fourth radial passage, and a 
resilient dog coupled to this second tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the 

15 tapered flange. First and second packer cups are coupled to the tubular support 
member between the resilient dog and the third flange. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion 
cone assembly is provided that includes a tubular support member that includes a 
tubular support body and an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular 

20 support body. The expansion cone support body includes an N-sided tapered tubular 
support member, wherein each side of the mutti-sided tapered tubular support member 
defines a T-shaped slot N expansion cone segments are movably coupled, to the 
expansion cone support body, each including an expansion cone segment body 
including arcuate conical outer surfaces, a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to 

25 the expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone segnnent 
body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support 
body, and a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 
segment t>ody. A split ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular 
support memt)er that includes a second tubular support body that defines N T-shaped 

30 slots for movably receiving conresponding ones of the second T-shaped retaining 
members of the expansion cone segments, and an L-shaped retaining member 
coupled to the second tubular support body. A tubular actuating sleeve Is movably 
coupled to the tubular support member that includes a third tubular support body that 
defines a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split 

35 ring collar. 
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According to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion 
cone assembly is provided that includes a tubular support member that includes a first 
tubular support body, and an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular 
support body. The expansion cor^e support body includes a tapered tubular support ^ 
5 member defining N stepped slots. An expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to 

the tubular support member that includes a second tubular support body movably ^ 
coupled to the first tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot, and N expansion 
cone segments extending from the second tubular support member. Each expansion ^ 
cone segment includes a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member, 

1 0 an expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet including arcuate ^ 
conical outer surfaces, and a retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 
segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a 
connesponding one of the stepped slots of the expansion cone support body. A split 
ring ooilar is movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member that 

1 5 includes a third tubular support body, a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the 
third tubular support body for mating with the L-shaped slot of the second tubular 
support body of the expansion cone assembly, and a second L-shaped retaining 
member coupled to the third tubular body. A tubular actuating sleeve is movably 
coupled to the tubular support member that includes a third tubular support body that - 

20 defines a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of 

the split ring ooilar. ^ 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion 
cone assembly is provided that includes a tubular support member that includes a first ^ 
tubular support body, and an expanston cone support body coupled to the tubular 

25 support body. The expansion cone support body Includes a tapered tubular support ^ 
member defining N slots. An expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to the 
tubular support member that includes a second tubular support body movably coupled 
to the first tubular support body defining an L*shaped slot, and N expansion cone 
segments extending from the second tubular support member. Each expansion cone 

30 segnr)ent includes a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member, an 
expansion cone segment body coupled to the resident collet including arcuate conical 
outer sur^ces. and a retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body 
for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the 
slots of the expansion cone support body. A split ring collar is movably coupled to the — 

35 exterior of the tubular support member that includes a third tubular support body, a first 
L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating witii 
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the L-shaped slot of the second tubular support body, and a second L-shaped retaining 

*^ member coupled to the third tubular support body. A tubular actuating sleeve is 

movably coupled to the tubular support n^ember that includes a third tubular support 

_ body that defines a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining 

5 member of the split ring collar. 

^ According to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion 

cone assembly is provided that includes a tubular support member that includes a first 

^ tubular support body, and an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular 

support body. The expansion cone support body Includes a tapered tubular support 
10 member defining N slots. An expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to the 
tubular support member that includes a second tubular support body movably coupled 
to the first tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot, N/2 first expansion cone 
segments extending from the second tubular support member, and N/2 second 
expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular member. Each first 

^ 15 expansion cone segment includes a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 

support member, a first expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet 
including arcuate conical outer surfaces, and a first retaining member coupled to the 
expansion cone segment body for movably coupling ttie expansion cone segment body 
to a corresponding one of the slots of the expansion cone support body. Each second 
20 expansion cone segment includes a second resilient collet coupled to the second 

^ tubular support member, a second expansion cone segment body coupled to the 

resilient collet including arcuate conical outer surfaces, and a second retaining mender 

_ coupled to the ^qsansion oone segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone 

segment body to a connesponding one of the slots of the expansion cone support body. 

^ 25 The second expansion cone segnr\ents overtap and are interleaved with the first 

expansion cone segnients. A split ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior of the 
tubular support member that Includes a third tubular support body, a first L-shaped 
retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating with L-shaped 
slot of the second tubular support body, and a second L-shaped retaining member 

^ 30 coupled to the third tubular support t>ody. A tubular actuating sleeve is movably 

coupled to the tubular support member that includes a third tubular support body that 

^ defines a slot for receiving and mating with the second L*shaped retaining memt)er of 

the split ring collar. 

— According to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion 

35 cone assembly is provided that includes a tubular support member that includes a first 
tubular support body, and an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular 
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support body. The expansion cone support body includes an N-slded tapered tubular 
support member, wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member 
defines a T*shaped slot N/2 first expansion cone segments are movably coupled to 
the expansion cone support body, each including a first expansion cone segment body 
5 including arcuate conical outer surfaces, a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to 
the first expansion cone segment body for nrK>vabty coupling the first expansion cone 
segment body to a conresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone 
support body, and a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion 
cone segment body. ^4/2 second expansion cone segments are also movably coupled 

10 to the expansion cone support body, each including a second expansion cone segment 
body including arcuate conical outer surfaces, a third T-shaped retaining memt)er 
coupled to the second expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the second 
expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the 
expansion cone support body, and a fourth T-shaped retaining member coupled to the 

1 5 expansion cone segment body. The first and second expansion cone segments are 
interleaved. The first expansion cone segment bodies are complementary shaped with 
respect to the second expansion cone segment bodies. A split ring collar assembly is 
nr)ovably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member that includes a second 
tubular support body that defines N T-shaped slots for movably receiving 

20 corresponding ones of the second and fourth T-shaped retaining members of the 
interleaved first and second expansion cone segments, and an L-shaped retaining 
member coupled to the second tubular support body. A tubular actuating sleeve 
movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a third tubular support 
body that defines a slot for receiving and mating v\rtth the L-shaped retaining member of 

25 the split ring collar. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for radially 
expanding a tubular member is provided that includes a tubular support member that 
includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage, a first lug coupled 
to and extending from the first tubular support body in the radial direction, and a 

30 second lug coupled to and extending from the first tubular support body in the radial 
direction. An adjustable expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to the tubular 
support member. A first drag blodc assembly is movably coupled to tiie tubular support 
member ttiat includes a first drag blocic body coupled to the adjustable expansion cone 
assembly that defines: a first J-shaped stot for receiving the first lug, and one or more 

35 first drag blocks coupled to the first drag block body. A second drag block assembly is 
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movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a second drag block 
body that defines: a second J-shaped slot for receiving the second lug, and 
one or more second drag blocks coupled to the second drag block body. First and 
second packer cups are coupled to the tubular support member between the first and 
5 second drag bk)ck assemblies. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for radially 
expanding a tubular member is provided that includes a tubular support member that 
includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage, a first flange 
coupled to the first tubular support body, a second flange coupled to the first tubular 

10 support body, a first tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body, and a 
second tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body. An adjustable 
expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member. A first 
collet assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support nnember that includes a first 
tubular sleeve coupled to the adjustable expansion cone assernbly and defines a first 

15 counterbore for receiving the first flange, and a first radial passage, a first spring 
received within the first counterbore, a first retaining ring received within the first 
counterbore, a first load transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending 
through the first radial passage, a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first toad 
transfer pin, a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned 

20 above the first tapered flange, and a third tubular sleeye coupled to the first resilient 
collet. A second collet assembly is nrKyvably coupled to the tubular support member 
that includes a fourth tubular sleeve that defines: a second comterbore for receiving 
the second flange, and a second radial passage, a second spring received within the 
second oounterit>ore, a second retaining ring received within the second counterbore, a 

25 second load transfer pin coupled to the second retaining ring and extending through 
the second radial passage, a fifth tubular sleeve coupled to the second load transfer 
pin, a second resilient collet coupled to the fifth tubular sleeve and positioned above 
the second tapered fiange, and a sixth tubular sleeve coupled to the second resilient 
collet First and second packer cups are coupled to the tubular support memt>er 

30 between the first and second collet assemblies. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for radially 
expanding a tubular member is provided that Includes a tubular support member that 
includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage, a first radial 
passage defined in the first tubular support body fluidtely coupled to the longitudinal 

35 passage, a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a second flange 
coupled to the flrst tubular support body, a flrst tapered flange coupled to the first 
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tubular support body, and a second tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support 
body. An adjustable expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to the tubular ^ 
support member. A first dog assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support 
member that includes a first tubular sleeve coupled to the adjustable expansion cone — 
5 assembly that defines: a first counterbore for receiving the first flange, and a second 

radial passage, a first spring received within the first counterbore. a first retaining ring ^ 
received within the first counteriX)re, a first load transfer pin coupled to the first 
retaining ring and extending through the second radial passage, a second tubular ^ 
sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin that defines: a second counterbore for 

1 0 receiving the first tubular sleeve, a first resilient dog coupled to the second tubular ^ 
sleeve and positioned adjacent to the first tapered flange. A second dog assembly is 
movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a third tubular sleeve that 
defines a second counterijore for receiving the second flange; 
a third radial passage, and a fourth radial passage fluidicty coupled to the flrst radial 

1 5 passage, a second spring received within the second counterbore, a second retaining 
ring received within the second counterbore, a second load transfer pin coupled to the 
second retaining ring and extending through the third radial passage, a fouith tubular 
sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pin, a second resilient dog coupled to the 
fourth tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the second tapered flange. First and — 

20 second padcer cups are coupled to the tubular support member between the first and 
second dog assemblies. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for radially 
expanding a tubular member is provided that includes a tubular support member that _ 
includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage including a throat 

25 passage, a first radial passage defined In the first tubular support body fluididy coupled _ 
to the tongitudinal passage, a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body, and 
a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body that defines: a second radial 
passage defined in the second fiange fluidicly coupled to the longitudinal passage. An 
adjustable expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support 

30 member. A dog assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that ^ 
includes a flrst tubular sleeve coupled to the adjustable expansion cone assembly that 
defines a first countert>ore for receiving the flrst fiange, and a third radial passage, a 
spring received within the first counteriDore, a retaining ring received within the first 
counterbore, a load transfer pin coupled to the retaining ring and extending through the 

35 third radial passage, a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin that 
defines: a flrst countertxm for receiving the first tubular sleeve, a second counterbore 
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for receiving and mating with the tapered flange, and includes a third flange that 
defines a third counterbore for receiving the second flange, a fourth countert)ore for 
receiving the second flange, and a fourth radial passage, and a resilient dog coupled to 
the second tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the tapered flange. First and 

5 second pacicer cups are coupled to the tubular support member between the resilient 
dog and the third flange. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for radially 
expanding a tubular member is provided that includes a tubular support member, an 
adjustable expansion cone assembly n[K)vabty coupled to the tubular support member, 

1 0 and means for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone assembly. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion 
cone assembly is provided that includes a tubular support memt>er. An adjustable 
expansion cone is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a 
plurality of expansbn cone segments, and means for guiding the expansion cone 

1 5 segments on the tubular support member. The assembly further includes means for 
adjusting the adjustable expanston oone. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of operating an 
adjustable expansion cone assembly including a plurality of expansion cone segments 
is provided that includes guiding the expansion cone segments on a tapered body, and 

20 oontroilably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of operating an 
adjustable expansion cone assembly including a plurality of expansion cone segments 
is provided that includes guiding the expansion cone segn>ents on a multi-sided 
tapered body, interlocldng the expansion cone segments, and oontroilably displadng 

25 the expansion oone segments abng the tapered body. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of operating an 
adjustable expansion cone assembly Including a plurality of expansion cone segments 
is provided that includes resilientiy guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi- 
sided tapered body, guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in 

30 the circumferential direction, interlocking the expansion cone segments, and 
oontroilably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of operating an 
adjustable expansion cone assembly including a plurality of expansion cone segments 
is provided that includes dividing the expansion cone segments into first and second 

35 groups of expansion cone segments, interleaving the first and second groups of 

expansion oone segments, overlapping the first and second groups of expansion cone 
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segments, resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered 
body, guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in the 
circumferential direction, and controllably displacing the expansion cone segments 
abng the tapered body. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of operating an 
adjustable expansion cone assembly including a plurality of expansion cone segments 
is provided that includes dh^lding the expansion cone segments into first and second 
groups of expansion cone segments, interleaving the first and second groups of 
expansion cone segments, guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided 
tapered IxxJy, and controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the 
tapered body while also relatively displacing the first and second groups of expansion 
cone segments in opposite directions. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of plastically 
defonming and radially expanding an expandable tubular member using an apparatus 
including a tubular support member, an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably 
coupled to the tubular support member, and an actuator movably coupled to the tubular 
support member for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone assembly, is provided that 
includes coupling a first end of the expandable tubular member to a tubular stmcture, 
locking the actuator to the tubular support member of the apparatus, inserting the 
apparatus into the first end of the expandable tubular nriember. moving the actuator and 
the adjustable expansion cone assembly of the apparatus out of the second end of the 
expandable tubular member, reinserting the actuator of the apparatus Into the second 
end of the expandable tubular member, unlocking the actuator from the tubular support 
member of the apparatus, rotating the actuator relative to the tubular support member 
of the apparatus, and increasing the outsMe diameter of the adjustable expansion cone 
assembly by moving the tubular support member relative to the actuator, the adjustable 
expansion cone assembly and the expandable tubular member, and plastkally 
defomning and radially expanding the expandable tubular member by moving the 
adjustable expansion cone assembly through the expandable tubular member. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of plastically 
deforming and radially expanding an expandable tubular member using an apparatus 
including a tubular support member, an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably 
coupled to the tubular support member, and an actuator movably coupled to the tubular 
support nDember for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone assembly. Is provided that 
includes coupling a first end of the expandable tubular nrtember to a tubular structure, 
inserting the apparatus into the first end of the expandable tubular member in a first 
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direction, displacing the actuator of the apparatus in a second direction opposite to the 
first direction, applying a resilient biasing force to the adjustable expansion cone 
assembly in the second direction, moving the actuator and the adjustable expanston 
cone assembly of the apparatus out of the second end of the expandable tubular 
5 member, reinserting the actuator of the apparatus into the second end of the 

expandable tubular member in the second direction, increasing the outside diameter of 
the adjustable expansion cone assembly by displacing the actuator and the adjustable 
expansion cone assembly relative to the expandable tubular member in the first 
direction, and plastically deforming and radially expanding the expandable tubular 
10 member by moving the adjustable expansion cone assembly through the expandable 
tubular member in the second direction. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion 
cone assembly is provided that includes a plurality of expansion cone segments, 
mearis for guiding the expanston cone segments on a tapered body, and means for 
1 5 contrdlably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

According to another aspect of the present Invention, an adjustable expansion 
cone assembly is provided that includes a plurality of expansion cone segments, 
means for gtdding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body, means 
for interlocidng the expanston cone segnients, and means for controllably displacing 
20 the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion 
cone assembly is provided that includes a plurality of e)cpan$ion cone segments, 
means for resiiiently guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered 
body, means for guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in the 
25 drcumferentiai direction, means for interlocking the expansion cone segments, and 
means for controHably displacing the expansion cone segments atong the tapered 
body. 

According to arK>ther aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expanston 
cone assembly is provide that includes a plurality of expansion cone segments^ 

30 means for dividing the expanston cone segments into first and second groups of 
expansion cone segments, means for interleaving the first and second groups of 
expansion cone segments, means for overlapping ti>e first and second groups of 
expansion cone segments, means for resiiiently guiding the expansion cone segments 
on a multi-sided tapered body, means for guiding each of the expansion cone 

35 segments on opposite sides in the circumferential direction, and means for controllably 
displadng the expanston cone segments alortg the tapered body. 
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According to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion 
cone assembly is provided that includes a plurality of expansion cone segments, 
means for dividing the expansion cone segments into first and second groups of 
expansion cone segments, means for interieaving the first and second groups of 
5 expansion cone segments, means for guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi- 
sided tapered body, and means for controliably displacing the expansion cone 
segments along the tapered body while also relatively displacing the first and second 
groups of expansion cone segments in opposite directions. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for 
10 plastically deforming and radially expanding an expandable tubular member is provided 
that includes a tubular support member, an adjustable expansion cone assembly 
movably coupled to the tubular support member, means for actuating the adjustable 
expansion cone assembly, means for lodging the actuator to the tubular support 
memtier of the apparatus, means for unlocking the actuator from the tubular support 
1 5 member of the apparatus, and means for increasing the outside diameter of the 

adjustable expansior) cone assembly by moving the tubular support member relative to 
the actuator, the adjustable expansion cone assembly, and the expandable tubular 
member. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for 

20 plastically deforming and radially expanding an expandable tubular member is provided 
that includes a tubular support member, an adjustable expansion cone assembly 
movably coupled to the tubular support member, means fbr actuating the adjustable 
expansion cone assembly, means for displacing the actuator of the apparatus In a first 
direction, means for applying a resilient t>iasing force to the adjustable expanston cone 

25 assembly when the actuator is displaced in the first direction, and means fbr increasing 
the outside diarneter of the adjustable expansion cone assenrtbly by displacing the 
actuator and the adjustable expansion cone assembly relative to the expandable 
tubular member in a second direction opposite to the first direction. 

Brief Description cyf the Drawings 

30 Figs, 1 and 1 a-ld are fragmentary cross-sectionai views of an embodiment of 

the placement of an apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member within a tubular 
member within a borehole within a subterranean formation. 

Fig. 1e is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of the expansion cone 
support body of the apparatus of Figs. 1 and 1a*1d. 

35 Fig. If is a cross-sectional view of the expansion cone support body of Fig. 1e. 



Fig. 1g is a side view of an embodinrtent of an expansion cone segment for use 
in the apparatus of Figs. 1 and 1a-1d. 

Fig. 1 h is a front view of the expansion cone segnnent of Fig. 1g. 

Fig. 1i is a top view of the expansion cone segment of Fig. 1g. 
5 Fig. 1j is a top view of an embodiment of interlocking expansion cone segments 

for use in the apparatus of Figs. 1 and 1a-1d. 

Fig. 1k is a top fragmentary circumferential view of an embodiment of the 
coupling anrangement between the expanston cone segments and the split ring collar 
for use in the apparatus of Figs. 1 and 1a-1d. 
10 Figs. 1 1 and 1 m are top schematic views of an embodiment of the coupling 

between the J-slots of the drag blocks and the lugs of the tubular support member of 
the apparatus of Figs. 1 and 1a*1d. 

Figs. 2 and 2a-2d are fragmentary cross-secttonal illustrations of the apparatus 
Qf Fijgs. 1 and la-Id during the radial expansion of the tubular nnember within the 
1 5 borehole within the subtenranean formation. 

Figs. 2e and 2f are illustrattons of an embodiment of the J-stots of the drag 
btocks and the lugs of the tubular support member of the apparatus of Figs. 2 and 2a- 
2d. 

Figs. 2g and 2h are illustrations of an alternative embodiment of the J-slots of 
20 the drag blocks and the lugs of the tubular support member of the apparatus of Figs. 2 
and 2a-2d. 

Figs. 3 and 3a-3c are fragmentary cross-secHonal illustrations of an 
embodiment of the placement of an apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member 
within a wellbore casing within a'subterranean formation. 
25 Fig. 3d is a cross-sectional view of an embodinfient of the expansk)n corte 

support body of the apparatus of Figs. 3 and 3a-3c. 

Fig. 3e is a cross-sectional view of the expanston cone support body of Fig. 3d. 

Fig. 3f is a side view of an embodiment of an expanston cone segment for use 
in the apparatus of Figs. 3 and 3a-3c 
30 Fig. 3g is a front view of the expansion cone segment of Fig. 3f. 

Rg. 3h is a top view of tf^ expansion cone segment of Fig. 3f. 

Fig. 3i is a top view of an embodiment of interlocking expanston cone segments 
for use in the apparatus of Figs. 3 and 3a-3c. 

Fig. 3j is a top fragmentary circumferential view of an embodiment of the 
35 coupling arrangement between the expansion cone segments and the split ring collar 
for use in the apparatus of Figs. 3 and 3a-3c. 
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Figs. 4 and 4a-4d are fragmentary cross-sectional illustrations of an 
emlKxliment of the placement of the apparatus of Figs. 3 and 3a^c including an 
expandable tubular member within an expandable tubular member within a 
subterranean formation. 
5 Figs. 5 and 5a-5d are fragmentary cross-sectionat illustrations of an 

embodiment of the operation of the apparatus of Figs. 4 and 4a-4d during the radial 
expansion of the expandable tubular member within the borehole within the 
subterranean formation. 

Figs. 6 and 6a-6d are fragmentary cross-sectional illustrations of an 
10 embodiment of the placement of an apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member 
within a borehole within a subtenanean formation. 

Fig. 6e is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of the expansion cone 
support body of the apparatus of Figs. 6 and 6a-6d. 

Fig. 6f is a cross-sectional view of the expansion cone support t>ody of Fig. 6e. 
15 Fig. 6g is a side view of an embodiment of an expansion cone segment for use 

in the apparatus of Figs. 6 and 6a-6d. 

Fig. 6h is a front view of the expansion cone segment of Fig. 6g. 

Fig. 61 is a top view of the expansion cone segment of Fig. 6g. 

Fig. 6j is a top view of an embodiment of interlocking expansion cone segments 
20 for use in the apparatus of Figs. 6 and 6a-6d. 

Fig. 6k is a top fragmentary circumferential view of an embodiment of the 
coupling anangement between the expansion cone segments and the split ring collar 
for use in the apparatus of Figs. 6 and 6a-6d. 

Figs. 7 and 7a-7c are fragmentary cross-secHonal illustrations of an 
25 embodiment of the placement of the apparatus of Figs. 6 and 6a-6d including an 
expandable tubular mernber within a borehole within a subterranean fonnation. 

Figs. 8 and 8a-8d are fragmentary cross-sectional Illustrations of an 
embodiment of the operation of the apparatus of Figs. 7 and 7a-7d during the radial 
expanston of the expandable tubular member within a borehole within a subterranean 
30 formation. 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an embodiment of an 
expansion cone assembly in an unexpended position. 

Fig. 9a is a cross sectional illustration of the expansion cone assembly of Fig. 9. 
Fig. 10 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustratton of the expansion cone 
35 assembly of Fig. 9 in an expanded position. 
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Fig. 1 0a is a cross sectional Illustration of the expanston cone assembly of Rg. 

10. 

Fig. 1 1 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an emt)odinnent of an 
expansion cone assembly in an unexpended position. 
5 Fig. 11a is a cross sectional illustration of the expansion cone assembly of Fig. 

11. 

Fig. 12 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of the expansion cone 
assembly of Fig. 1 1 in an expanded position. 

Fig. 12a is a cross sectional illustration of the expansion cone assembly of Fig. 

10 12, 

Fig. 13 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an embodiment of an 
expansion cone assembly in an unexpanded position. 

Fig. 13a is a cross sectional illustration of the expansion cone assembly of Fig. 

13. 

15 Fig. 13b is a fragmentary top circumferential illustration of the expansbn cone 

segment assembly of Ftg. 13 that illustrates the interleaved sets of collets. 

Fig. 13c is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of the interleaved collets of 
Fig. 13b. 

Fig. 14 is a fragmentary cross sec^onal illustration of the expansion cone 
20 assembly of Fig. 13 in an expanded position. 

Fig. 14a is a cross sectional illustration of the expansion cone assembly of Fig. 

14. 

Figs. 15 and 15d-15c are fragmentary ooss-sectional illustrations of an 
embodiment of the placement of an apparatus for radially exparKlIng a tubular member 
25 within a borehole within a subterranean formation. 

Fig. 1 5d is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of the expansion cone 
support body of the apparatus of Figs. 15 and 15a-15c. 

Fig. 15e is a cross-sectional view of the expansion cone support body of Fig. 

15d. 

30 Fig, 1 5f is a side view of an embodiment of an expansion cone segment for use 

in the apparatus of Figs. 1 5 and 1 5a-1 5c. 

Fig. 15g is a front view of the expansion cone segment of Fig. 1 5f. 
Fig. 15h is a top view of the expansion cone segment of Fig. 15f, 
Fig. 1 5i is a top view of an embodiment of interlocking expansion cone 

35 segments for use in the apparatus of Rgs. 1 5 and 15a-15c. 
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Fig. 15j is a top fragmentary drcumferential view of an embodiment of the 
coupling an^ngement between the expansion cone segments and the split ring collar 
for use in the apparatus of Figs. 15 and 15a-1Sc. 

Figs. 16 and 16a-16c are fragmentary cross-sectional illustrations of an 
5 embodiment of the placement of the apparatus of Figs. 1 5 and 1 5a-1 5j including an 
expandable tubular member within a borehole within a subterranean formation. 

Figs. 17 and 17a-17c are fragmentary cross-sectional illustrations of an 
embodiment of the operation of the apparatus of Ftgs. 16 and 16a-16c during the radial 
expansion of the expandable tubular member within a borehole within a subterranean 
10 formation. 

Fig. 16a is a cross sectional illustration of an embodiment of a segmented 
expansion cone assembly in an unexpended position. 

Fig. 18b is a fifagmentary drcumferentiial top illustration of the expansion cone 
and split ring collar of Fig. 1 8a. 
1 5 Fig. 1 8c is a fragmentary cross-secHonal illustration of the expansion cone 

support flange of the expansion cone assembly of Fig. 18a. 

Fig. 18d is a cross-sectional illustration of the expansion cone support flange of 
Fig. 18c. 

Fig. 19a is a cross sectional illustration of an embodiment of the segmented 
20 expansion cone assembly of Fig. 18a in an expanded position. 

Fig. 19b is a fragmentary circumferential top view of the expansion cone of Fig. 

19a. 

Figs. 20a-20m are top circumfmntial views of various altemative embodiments 
of inteilocking expansion cone segment geometries. 
25 Detailed Description of the lliustrative EmtKKllments 

Referring initially to Figs. 1 and la-Id, an eir^xxilment of an apparatus and 
method for radially expanding a tubular member will now be described. As illustrated in 
Figs. 1 and 1a-1d, a wellbore 100 is positioned in a subterranean fonrnation 105. In an 
exemplary embodiment the wellbore 100 may include a pre-existing cased section 
30 110. The wellbore 1 00 may be positioned in any orientation from vertical to horizontal. 
In order to extend the wellbore 100 into the subterranean fonmation 105, a drill 
string is used in a well Icnown manner to drill out material from the subten^nean 
formation 105 to form a new wellbore section 115. In a prefen-ed embodiment, the 
inside diameter of the new wellbore section 1 15 is greater than or equal to the inside 
35 diameter of the preexisting wellbore casing 110. 
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A tubular member 120 defining a passage 120a may then be positioned within 
the wellbore section 1 1 5 with the upper end 1 20b of the tubular member coupled to the 
wellbore casing 1 1 0 and the lower end 120c of the tubular member extending Into the 
wellbore section. The tubular member 120 may be positioned within the wellbore 
section 1 15 and coupled to the wellbore casing 1 10 in a conventional manner. In a 
preferred embodiment, the tubular member 120 is positioned within the wellbore 
section 1 15 and coupled to the wellbore casing 1 10 using one or more of the methods 
and apparatus disclosed in one or more of the following: (1) U.S. patent application 
serial no. 09/454,139, attorney docket no. 25791 .03.02, filed on 12/3/1999. (2) U.S. 
patent application serial no. 09/510,913, attorney docket no. 25791 .7.02, filed on 
2/23/2000, (3) U.S. patent applicatton serial no. 09/502,350, attorney docket no. 
25791.8.02. filed on 2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338. 
attorney docket no. 25791 .9.02. filed on 1 1/1 5/1 999, (5) U.S. patent application serial 
no. 09/523,460. attorney docket no. 25791.11.02. filed on 3/10/2000. (6) U.S. patent 
applicatkm serial no. 09/512,895, attorney docket no. 25791. 1Z02, filed on 2/24/2000. 
(7) U.S. patent applicatton serial no. 09/511,941, attorney docket no. 25791.16.02. filed 
on 2/24/2000, (8) U.S. patent applicatton serial no. 09/588,946, attorney docket no. 
25791.17.02, filed on 6/7/2000, (9) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/559,122, 
attorney docket no. 25791.23.02. filed on 4/26/2000. (10) PCT patent applteaUon serial 
no. PCT/USOO/18635. attorney docket no. 25791.25.02. filed on 7/9/2000. (11) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/162.671. attorney docket no. 25791.27. filed 
on 11/1/1999. (12) U.S. provistonai patent applicatton serial no. 60/154.047. attomey 
docket no. 25791.29, filed on 9/16/1999, (13) U.S. provistonai patent applicatton serial 
no. 60/159,082, attomey docket no. 25791.34. fitod on 10/12/1999. (14) U.S. 
provistonai patent applicatton serial no. 60/159.039. attomey docket no. 25791.36. filed 
on 10/12/1999. (15) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159.033. attomey 
docket no. 25791.37. filed on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. provisional patent appltoatlon serial 
no. 60/212.359. attomey docket no. 25791.38. filed on 6/19/2000. (17) U.S. provisional 
patent applicatton serial no. 60/165.228. attomey docket no. 25791.39, filed on 
11/12/1999, (18) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221.443. attomey 
docket no. 25791.45. filed on 7/28/2000. (19) U.S. provisional patent applicatton serial 
no. 60/221.645. attomey docket no. 25791.46. filed on 7/28/2000. (20) U.S. provistonai 
patent applicatton serial no. 60/233.638, attomey docket no. 25791 .47. filed on 
9/18/2000. (21) U.S. provisional patent applicatton serial no. 60/237,334, attomey 
docket no. 25791.48. filed on 10/2/2000. (22) U.S. provistonai patent application serial 
no. 60/270.007. attomey docket no. 25791.50. filed on 2/20/2001; and (23) U.S. 
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provisional patent application serial no. 60/262,434. attorney docket no. 25791.51, filed 
on 1/17/2001 ; and (24) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/259,486, 
attorney docket no. 25791.52, filed on 1/3/2001, the disclosures of which are 
incorporated herein by reference. 

5 As illustrated in Figs. 1 and la-Id, an apparatus 200 for radially expanding a 

tubular member may then be positioned in the new sectk>n 1 1 5 of the wellbore 100 
within the tubular member 120. The apparatus 200 includes a tubular support member 
205 defining an internal passage 205a that is coupled to an end of a tubular coupling 
210 defining an internal passage 210a. The other end of the tubular coupling 210 is 

10 coupled to an end of a tubular support member 215 defining an Intemal passage 21 5a 
that includes a first lug 215b, a radial passage 215c, a first fiange 21 5d, a second 
flange 21 5e, a second lug 21 5f, and an expansion cone support body 21 5g. The other 
end of the tubular support member 215 is coupled to a tubular end stop 220 that 
defines a passage 220a. 

1 5 As illustrated in Figs. 1e and 1f , the expansion cone support body 21 5g 

includes a first end 215ga. a tapered hexagonal portion 215gb that includes a plurality 
of T-shaped slots 215gba provided on each of the external faceted surfaces of the 
tapered hexagonal portbn, and a second end 215gc In an exemplary embodiment, 
the angle of attack of the tapered hexagonal portion ranges fiiom about 35 to 50 

20 degrees for reasons to be described. 

As illustrated in Figs. 1, la-Id, 1g, 1h, and 11, a plurality of expansion oone 
segments 225 are provided that include first ends 225a that include T-shaped retaining 
members 225aa and second ends 225b that include T-shaped retaining members 
225ba that mate with and are received within corresponding T-shaped slots 215gba on 

25 the tapered hexagonal portion 215gb of the expansion cone support body 21 5g, first 
extemal surfaces 225bb, second extemal surfaces 225bc. and third external surfaces 
225bd. Thus, in an exemplary embodiment, a total of six expansion cone segments 
225 are provided that are slidably coupled to corresponding sides of the tapered 
hexagonal portion 215gb of the expansion cone support body. 

30 In an exemplary embodiment, the widths of the first extemal surfaces 225bb of 

the expansion cone segments 225 increase in the direction of the second extemal 
surfaces 225bc, the widths of Uie second extemal surfaces are substantially constant, 
and tiie widUis of the third extemal surfaces 225bd decrease in the direction of the first 
ends 225a of the expansion cone segments for reasons to be described. In an 

35 exemplary embodiment, the first extemal surfaces 225bb of the expansion cone 
segments 225 taper upwardly in the direction of the second extemal surfaces 225bc 
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the second external surfaces taper upwardly in the direction of the third external 
surfaces 225bd» and the third external surfaces 225t>d taper downwardly in the 
direction of the first ends 225a of the expansion cone segments for reasons to be 
described. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle of attack of the taper of the first 
5 extemal surfaces 225bb of the expansion cone segments 225 are greater than the 
angle of attack of the taper of the second extemal surfaces 225bc. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the first and second extemal surfaces, 225bb and 225bc. of the 
expansion cone segments 225 are arcuate such that when the expansion cone 
segments 225 are displaced in the direction of the end stop 220, the first and second 

10 extemal surfaces of the expansion cone segments provide a substantially continuous 
outer circumferential surface for reasons to be described. 

As illustrated in Fig. 1j, In an exemplary embodiment, the extemal surfaces, 
225bb, 225bc and 225bd, of the second ends 225b of the expansion cone segments 
225 are adapted to mate with one another in order to interlock adjacent expansion 

15 cone segments. 

As illustrated in Figs. 1. la-Id, and Ik, a split ring collar 230 that defines a 
passage 230a for receiving the tubular support member 215 is provided that includes a 
first end that includes plurality of T-shaped slots 230b for receiving and nnating with 
corresponding T-shaped retaining members 225aa of the expansion cone segments 

20 225 and a second end that includes an L-shaped retaining member 230c. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the splH ring collar 230 is a conventional split ring ooliar 
commercially available from Halliburton Energy Services modified in accordance with 
the teachings of the present disclosure. 

As illustrated in Rgs. 1, la-Id, and 1m, a drag btock assembly 235 that defines 

25 a passage 235a for receiving the tubular support member 215 is provided that includes 
a first end that includes an L-shaped slot 235b for receiving and mating vyith the L- 
shaped retaining member 230c of the split ring collar 230, one or more conventional 
drag block elements 235c, and a J-shaped slot 235d including a retaining slot 235da 
for receiving the second lug 215f of the tubular support member 215. In an exemplary 

30 embodiment, the k>ngitudinal axis of the J-shaped slot 235d of the drag block assembly 
235 is substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the tubular support member 215 
for reasons to be described. 

A first conventional packer cup assembly 240 that defines a passage 240a for 
receiving the tubular support member 215 includes a first end 240b that mates with the 

35 second flange 21 5e of the tubular support member, a conventional sealing cup 240c. 
and a second end 240d. A tubular spacer 245 that defines a passage 245a for 
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receiving the tubular support member 215 includes a first end 245b that mates with the 
second end 240c of the first packer cup assembly 240 and a second end 245a A 
second conventional packer cup assembly 250 that defines a passage 250a for 
receiving the tubular support member 215 includes a first end 250b that mates with the 
5 second end 245c of the spacer 245, a conventional sealing cup 250c, and a secorul 
end 250d that mates with the first flange 21 5d of the tubular support member. 

As illustrated in Figs. 1, la-Id, and II, a drag block assembly 255 that defines a 
passage 255a for receiving the tubular support member 215 is provided that includes a 
first end that includes seating members, 255b and 255c, one or more conventional drag 

10 block elenr^nts 255d, and a J-shaped slot 255e including a retaining slot 255ea for 
receiving the first lug 215b of the tubular support member 215. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the longitudinal axis of the J-shaped slot 255e of the drag btock assembly 
255 is substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the tubular support member 21 5 
fdr reasons to be described. 

15 In an exemplary enUKxtlment, during operation of the apparatus 200, as 

illustrated In Figs. 1 and 1a-1m» the apparatus may be positioned in the wellbore 1 15, 
within the tubular member 120. with the first and second lugs, 215b and 215f, 
respectively, positioned within the retaining slots, 255ea and 235da, respectively, of the 
J-slots, 255e and 235da, respecHvety, of the drag block assembly 255 and 235, 

20 respecth/ely. In this manner, the drag block assembly 235 is maintained in a . 
substantially stationary position relative to the tubular support member 215 thereby 
preventing the expansk>n cone segments 225 from being displaced downwardly in the 
longitudinal direction relative to the tubular support member 215 towards the end stop 
220. Furthennoie, in this mann^, the drag block assembly 255 is also maintained in a 

25 substantially stationary positton relative to the tubular support member 215 thereby 
preventing the drag block assembly from sealing off the radial passage 215c. In an 
exemplary embodiment, during the placement of the apparatus 200 within the wellbore 
115 and the tubular member 120, the radial passage 215c pennits fluidic materials 
outsMe of the tubular support memt>er 215 to pass Into the passage 215a thereby 

30 minimizing overpressure conditions within the annulus outside of the tubular support 
member. 

in an exemplary embodiment, the apparatus 200 is positioned within the 
expandable tubular member 120 such that the expansion cone body 21 5g, the end 
stop 220, and the expansion cone segments 225 extend out of the expandable tubular 
35 member. In this nnanner, the expanston cone segments 225 may be driven up the 
tapered hexagonal portion 215gb of the exparision cone body 21 5g, thereby Increasing 
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the outside diameters of the expansion cone segments, without impacting the 
expandable tubular member 120. 

The tubular support member 21 5 may then be rotated relative to the drag block 
assemblies. 235 and 255, thereby displacing the lugs. 215f and 215b, with respect to 
5 the J-shaped slots, 235d and 255e, respectively. The tubular support member 215 
may then be displaced upwardly relative to the drag block assemblies, 235 and 255, in 
the longitudinal direction thereby displacing the drag block assemblies downwardly 
relative to the tubular support member. During the longitudinal upward displacement of 
the tubular support member 21 5 relative to the drag block assemblies, 235 and 255, 

10 the drag block assemblies, 235 and 255, are maintained in a substantially stationary 
position with respect to the expandable tubular member 120 by the fnctional forces 
exerted by the drag blocks, 235c and 255d, of the drag block assemblies on the 
expandable tubular member, and during the upward longitudinal displacement of the 
tubular support member 215 relative to the drag bk>ck assemblies, the lugs, 215f and 

15 215b. are guMed in a substantially tongitudinal direction by the J-stots, 235d and 255e, 
respectively, erf the drag bbck assemblies. 

The downward longitudinal displacement of the drag block assembly 235 
relative to the tubular support member 215 displaces the split ring collar 230 
downwardly abng the expansion cone segments 225. As a resuK, ttie expanston 

20 cone segments 225 are driven up ttie tapered hexagonal portion 21 5gb of the 

expanston cone support body 21 Sg until ttie end feices of ttie expanston cone segments 
impact ttie stop member 220. As a result, ttie outside diameter of ttie expanston cone 
segments 225 increases. In an exemplary embodiment, once ttie expansion cone 
segments 225 impact ttie stop member 220, ttie outer surfaces. 225bb and 225bc. of 

25 the expansion cone segments provide a substantially continuous outer surface in ttie 
circumferential direction having a diameter ttiat is greater than ttie inside diameter of 
the expandable tubular member 120. The downward longitudinal displacement of ttie 
drag block assembly 255 relative to ttie tubular support member 215 seals off ttie radial 
passage 215c thereby preventing ttie pressurized fluWic material 275 from entering the 

30 annulus sunx)unding Uie tubular support member 215 ttirough ttie radial passage. 

In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. 2 and 2a-2f, the expandable 
tubular member 120 may then be radially expanded using the apparatus 200 by 
injecting a fluidic material 275 into the apparatus Uirough ttie passages 205a, 210a. 
and 21 5a. The injectton of ttie flukJic material 275 may pressurize ttie interior 120a of 

35 the expandable tubular member 120. In addition, because ttie packer cup assemblies. 
240 and 250, seal off an annular region 120aa bekiw the packer cup assemblies 
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between the expandable tubular member 120 and the tubular support member 215. the 
injection of the fluldic material 275 may also pressurize the annular region. 

The continued injection of the fluidic material 275 may then pressurize the 
interior 120a of the expandable tubular member 120 thereby plastically deforming and 
5 radially expanding the expandable tubular member off of the expansion cone segments 
225. Because the outer surfaces, 225bb and 225bc, of the expansion cone segments 
225 are tapered, the plastic deformation and radial expansion of the expandable 
tubular member 120 proximate the expansion cx>ne segments is facilitated. 
Furthemriore, in an exemplaiy embodiment, the continued injection of the fluidic 

10 material 275 also pressurizes the annular regton 120aa defined between the interior 
surface of the expandable tubular member 120 and the exterior surface of the tubular 
support member 215 that is bounded on the upper end by the packer cup assembly 
240 and on the lower end by the expansion cone segments 225. Furthenmore. in an 
exemplary embodjment, the pressurization of the annular region 1 20aa also radially 

15 expands the surrounding portion of the expandable tubular nnember 120. in this 
manner, the plastic defbmiation and radial expansion of the expandable tubular 
member 120 is enhanced. Furthermore, during operation of the apparatus 200, the 
packer cup assemblies 240 and 250 prevent the pressurized fluidic material 275 from 
passing above and beyond the packer cup assemblies and thereby define the length of 

20 the pressurized annular region 120aa. In an exemplary embodiment the 

pressurizatton of the annular region 120aa decreases the operating pressures required 
for plastic deformation and radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 120 by 
as much as 50% and also reduces the angle of attack of the tapered external surfaces. 
225bb and 225bc. of the expansion cone segments 225. 

25 The radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 1 20 may then continue 

until the upper end 120b of the expandable tubular member is radially expanded and 
plastically deformed along witti the overiapping portion erf the wellbore casing 1 10. 
Because tiie expansion cone segments 225 may be adjustable positioned from an 
outskJe diameter less ttian the inside diameter of the expandable tubular member 120 

30 to an outside diameter substantially equal to the inside diameter of ttie pre-existing 
casing 1 10, the resulting wellbore casing, including the casing 1 10 and the radially 
expanded tubular member 120, created by the operation of the apparatus 200 may 
have a single substantially constant insMe diameter thereby providing a nrK)no<liameter 
wellbore casing. 

35 If ttie expansion cone segments 225 become lodged within the tubular member 

120 during ttie radial expanston process, ttie tubular support member 215 may be 
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displaced downwardly In the longitudinal direction and then rotated relative to the drag 
block assemblies, 235 and 255. thereby positioning the lugs, 215b and 21 5f, within the 
retaining slots, 255ea and 235da, respectively, of the J-slots. 255e and 235d. 
respectively. As a result, the expansion cone segments 225 may be displaced down 
5 the tapered hexagonal portion 21 5gb of the expansion cone support body 21 5g and 
away from the end stop 220 thereby decreasing the external diameter of the expansion 
cone s^ments. In tt^is manner, the tubular support member 205, the tubular support 
member 210, the tubular support nnember 215, the end stop 220, the expansion cone 
segments 225, the split ring collar 230, the drag block assembly 235, the pack cup 

10 assembly 240, the spacer 245, the packer cup assembly 250, and the drag block 
assembly 255 may then be removed from the tubular member 120. 

During the radial expansion pmcess, the expansion cone segments 225 may be 
raised out of the expanded portion of the tubular member 1 20 by applying an upward 
axial force to the tubular support member 215, In a preferred embodiment, during the 

15 radial expanston process, the expansion cone segnrants 225 are raised at 

approxinftately the same rate as the tubular member 120 is expanded in order to keep 
the tubular meimber stattonary relative to the new wellbore section 115. In an 
alternative preferred embodiment, the expanston cone segments 225 are maintained in 
a stationary position during the radial expansion process thereby allowing the tubular 

20 member 120 to be radially expanded and plastically defonned off of the expansion 
cone segments 225 and Into the new wellbore section 1 1 5 under the force of gravity 
and the operating pressure of the interior of the tubular member 1 20. 

In a preferred embodiment, when the upper end portion of the expandable 
tubular member 120 and the lower portton of the wellbore casing 1 10 that overiap with 

25 one another are plasttoally deformed and radially expanded by the expansion cone 
segments 225, the expanston cone segments 225 are displaced out of the wellbore 
100 by both the operating pressure within the interior of the tubular member 120 and a 
upwardly directed axial force applied to the tubular support member 205. 

In a prefenred embodiment, the operating pressure and flow rate of the fluidic 

30 material 275 is controltably ramped down when the expansion cone segments 225 
reach the upper end portion of the expandable tubular member 120. In this manner, 
the sudden release of pressure caused by the complete radial expanston and plastic 
deformation of the expandable tubular member 120 off of the expansion cone 
segments 225 can be minimized. In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure is 

35 reduced in a substantially linear fashton finom 100% to about 10% during the end of the 
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extrusion process beginning when the expansion cone segments 225 are within at>out 
5 feet from completion of the extrusion process. 

Alternatively, or in combination, the wall thickness of the upper end portion of 
the expandable tubular member 120 is tapered in order to gradually reduce the 
5 required operating pressure for plastically defonming and radially expanding the upper 
end portion of the tubular member. In this manner, shock loading of the apparatus is at 
least reduced. 

Alternatively, or in combination/a shock absort>er is provided in the tubular 
support member 205 in order to absorb the shock caused by the sudden release of 
10 pressure. The shock absorber may comprise, for example, any conventional 

commercially available shock absorber, bumper sub, or jars adapted for use in wellbore 
operations. 

AHematively, or In combination, an expansion cone catching structure is 
provMed in the upper end portk)n of the expandable tubular member 1 20 in order to 

15 catch or at least decelerate the e)cpansion cone segments 225. 

AHematively. or in combinatkm, diving the radial expansion process, an upward 
axial force is applied to the tubular support member 215 sufTident to plastically deform 
and radially expand the tubular member 120 off of the external surfoces, 225bb and 
225bc, of the expansion cone segments 225. 

20 Alternatively, or in combinatton, in order to facilitate the pressurization of the 

interior 120a of the expandable tubular member by the injection of the fluidlc materials 
275, the regk>n within the wellbore section 115 below the apparatus 200 may be 
fluldidy sealed off in a convention manner using, fbr example, a packer. 

Once the radial expansion process is completed, the tubular support member 

25 205. the tubular support member 210, the tubular support member 215, the end stop 
220, the expansion cone segments 225, the split ring collar 230, the drag block 
assembly 235, the pack cup assembly 240, the spacer 245, the packer cup assembly 
250, and the drag block assembly 255 are removed from the wellbore 100. 

In an alternative embodinient, as illustrated in Figs. 2h and 2i, the J-slots, 235d 

30 and 255e. include one or more intennediate retaining sbts, 235db and 255eb. 

respectively, that permit the relative longitudinal displacement of the tubular support 
member 215 relative to the drag block assemblies, 235 and 255, to be set at one or 
more intermediate stop positions. In this manner, the expansion segments 225 may be 
positioned at one or more intennediate positions on the tapered hexagonal portion 

35 21 5gb of the expanskm cone support body 21 5g thereby permitting the extemal 
diameter of the expanston cone segments 225 to be adjusted to one or more 
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intermediate sizes. In this manner, the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
expandable tubular member 120 be provided in different operation stages, each having 
a different expansion diameter. Furthermore, If the expansion cone segments 225 
become lodged within the expandable tubular member 120, then the position of the 
5 expansion cone segments may be adjusted to provide a smaller outside diameter and 
the radial expansion process may be continued by injecting the fluidic material 275 
and/or applying an upward axial force to the tubular support member 215. 

Refening to Figs. 3 and 3a-3j, an alternative embodiment of an apparatus 300 
for fonming a wellbore casing in a subtenanean formation will now be described. The 

10 apparatus 300 includes a tubular support member 305 defining an internal passage 
305a that Is coupled to an end of a tubular coupling 31 0 defining an internal passage 
31 Oa. The other end of the tubular coupling 31 0 is coupled to an end of a tubular 
support member 31 5 defining an intennal passage 31 5a that includes a first flange 31Sb 
having oppositely tapered end-walls. 315ba and 315bb, a second flange 315c. a radial 

15 passage 315d. a third flange 315e. a fourth flange 315f, a fifth flange 315g having 
oppositely tapered end-walls, 315ga and 315gb, a fifth flange 315h, and an expansion 
cone support body 315K The other end of the tubular support member 315 is coupled 
to a tubular end stop 320 that defines a passage 320a. 

As illustrated in Figs. 3d and 3e. the expansion oone support body 3151 Includes 

20 a first end 31 5ia. a tapered hexagonal portion 31 Sib that includes a plurality of T- 
shaped slots 31 Siba provided on each of the external feoeted surfaces of the tapered 
hexagonal portion, and a second end 3151c. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle of 
attack of the tapered hexagonal portion 315ib ranges from about 35 to 50 degrees for 
reasons to t>e described. 

25 As illustrated in Figs. 3, 3a-3c, and 3f-3h, a plurality of expansion cone 

segments 325 are provided that include first ends 325a that include T-shaped retaining 
members 325aa and second ends 325b that include T-shaped retaining members 
325ba that mate with and are received within corresponding T-shaped slots 31 Siba on 
the tapered hexagonal portion 31Sib of the expansion cone support body 3151. first 

30 extemal surfaces 325bb, second external surfaces 325bc. and third external surfaces 
325bd. Thus, in an exemplary embodiment, a total of six expansion cone segments 
325 are provided that are slidably coupled to corresponding sides of the tapered 
hexagonal portion 31 Sib of the expansion cone support body 31 Si. 

In an exemplary embodiment the widths of the finst extemal surfeoes 325bb of 

35 the expansion cone segrrents 325 Increase in the direction of the second external 
surfaces 325bc the widths of the second extemal surfaces are substentlally oonstent, 
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and the widths of the third external surfaces 325bd decrease in the direction of the first 
ends 325a of the expansion cone segments for reasons to be described. In an 
exemplary embodiment the first extemal surfaces 325bb of ttie expansion cone 
segments 325 taper upwardly In the directton of the second extemal surfaces 325bc. 
5 the second extemal surfaces taper upwardly in the direction of the third extemal 
surfaces 325bd, and the third extemal surfaces 325bd taper downwardly in the 
direction of the first ends 325a of the expansion cone segments for reasons to be 
described. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle of attack of the taper of the first 
extemal surfaces 325bb of the expansion cone segments 325 are greater than the 

10 angle of attack of the taper of the second extemal surfaces 325bc. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the first and second extemal surfaces, 325bb and 325bc, of the 
expansion cone segments 325 are arcuate such that when the expansion cone 
segments 325 are displaced in the diredion of the end stop 320, the first and second 
extemal surfaces of the expansion cone segments provide a substantially continuous 

15 outer circumferential surface for reasons to be described. 

As illustrafed in Fig. 31, in an exemplary embodiment, the extemal surfaces. 
325bb, 325bc and 325bd, of the second ends 325b of the expansion cone segments 
325 are adapted to mate with one another in onler to interlock adjaoent expansion 
cone segments. 

20 A split ring collar 330 that defines a passage 330a for receiving the tubular 

support member 315 Is provkled that includes a first end that Includes plurality of T- 
shaped stote 330b for receiving and mating with corresponding T-shaped retaining 
members 325aa of the expanston cone segmente 325 and a second end that includes 
an L-shaped reteining member 330c. In an exemplary embodiment the split ring collar 

25 330 is a conventtonal split ring collar commen::ialty available from Halliburton Energy 
Services modified in accordance with the teachings of the present disctosure. 

A collet assembly 335 is provided that includes a support ring 335a that defines 
a passage 335aa for receiving the tubular support member 315 and is coupled to an 
end of a resilient collet 335b having upper and lower sets of oppositely tepered 

30 shoulders, 335ba and 335bb, and. 335bc and 335bd, respectively, that is positioned 
proximate the fourth flange 31 5g of the tubular support member 315. The other end of 
the collet 335b is coupled to an end of a tubular sleeve 335c that defines a passage 
335ca. The other end of the tubular sleeve 335c is coupled to an end of a pin 335d. 
The other end of the pin 335d is coupled to a ring 335e that defines a passage 335ea 

35 for receiving the fifth flange 31 5h of the tubular support member 315. An end of a 
tubular ooupTing sleeve 335f that defines a passage 335ra for receiving the tubular 



support member 315 is received within the opening 335ca of the tubular sleeve 335c 
that includes a recess 335fb for receiving the fifth flange 31 5h of the tubular support 
member 315 and the ring 335e, and a radial passage 335fc for receiving the pin 335d. 
Another end of the tubular coupling sleeve 335f includes a passage 335fd for receiving 
5 the tubular support member 31 5 and a slot 335fe for receiving the L-shaped retaining 
member 330c of the split ring collar 330. A ring 335g that defines a passage 335ga for 
receiving the tubular support member 315, a spring 335h. and a ring 3351 that defines a 
passage 335ia for receiving the tubular support member 315 are also received within 
the recess 335fl>. The ring 335g is positioned proximate one end of the recess 335fb, 
10 the ring 3351 is positioned proximate the fifth flange 31 5h of the tubular support 
member 315 within the other end of the recess, and the spring 335h is positioned 
t>etween the rings. 

A first conventional packer cup assembly 340 that defines a passage 340a for 
receiving the tubular supped member 315 includes a first end 340b that mates with the 

1 5 fourth flange 31 5f of the tubular support menrd>er, a conventional sealing cup 340c, and 
a second end 340d. A tubular spacer 345 that defines a passage 345a for receiving 
the tubular support member 315 Includes a first end 345b that mates with the second 
end 340d of the first packer cup assembly 340 and a second end 34Sc. A second 
conventtonai packer cup assembly 350 that defines a passage 350a for receiving the 

20 tubular support member 31 5 Includes a first end 350b that mates with the second end 
345c of the spacer 345, a conventtonal sealing cup 350c, and a second end 350d that 
mates with the third flange 315e of the tubular support member. 

A collet assembly 355 is provided that includes a support ring 355a that deflnes a 
passage 355aa for receiving the tubular support member 315 and is coupled to an end 

25 of a resilient collet 355b having upper and lower sets of oppositely tapered shoulders, 
355ba and 355bb, and, 355bc and 355bd, respectively, that Is positioned proximate the 
first flange 31 5b of the tubular support member 31 5. The other end of the collet 355b 
is coupled to an end of a tubular sleeve 355c that defines a passage 355ca. The other 
end of the tubular sleeve 355c Is coupled to an end of a pin 355d. The other end of the 

30 pin 355d is coupled to a ring 355e that defines a passage 355ea for receiving the 
second flange 315c of the tubular support member 315. An end of a tubular sleeve 
355f that defines a passage 355fa for receiving the tubular support member 315 is 
received within the opening 355ca of the tubular sleeve 355c that includes a recess 
355fb for receiving the second flange 315c of the tubular support member 315 and the 

35 ring 355e, and a radial passage 355fc for receiving the pin 355d. Another end of the 
tubular sleeve 355f includes a passage 35Sfd for receiving the tubular support member 
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31 5, a recess 355fe for receiving an end of the tubular sleeve 355c, and sealing 
mennbers 355ff. A ring 355g that defines a passage 355ga for receiving the tubular 
support nriember 315 and a spring 355h are also received within the recess 355fb. An 
end of the ring 355g is positioned proximate the second flange 315c of the tubular 
5 support member 31 5 within an end of the recess 355fb and the other end of the ring is 
positioned an end of the spring 355h. The other end of the spring 355h is positioned 
proximate the other end of the recess 355fb. 

In an exemplary embodiment, during operation of the apparatus 300. as 
illustrated in Figs. 3 and 3a-3j. the apparatus may be initially positioned In the wellbore 

10 100, within the casing 1 10. with the collet assemblies 335 and 355 positioned in a 

neutral position in which the radial passage 31 5d of the tubular support member 315 is 
not covered by the tubular sleeve 355f and the expansion cone segments 325 are not 
driven up the tapered hexagonal portion 31 Sib of the expansion cone support body 
315i of the tubular support member 315 into contact with the stop member 320. In this 

1 5 manner, fluidtc materials within the interior 31 Sa of the tubular support member 31 5 
may pass through the radial passage 315d into the annulus between the apparatus 300 
and the casing 1 10 thereby preventing over pressurization of the annulus. 
Furthermore, in this manner, the outside diameter of the expansion cone segments 325 
is less than or equal to the outside diameter of the stop member 320 thereby pemiltting 

20 the apparatus 300 to be displaced within the casing 1 10. 

As illustrated in Figs. 4. and 4a-4d. the apparatus 300 may then be positioned 
in the tubular member 120. During the insertion of the apparatus into the tubular 
member 120, the upper end 12Db of the tubular member may impact the tapered 
shoulders. 335bb and 355bb, of the collets, 335b and 355b, respectively, thereby 

25 driving the collets backward until the tapered shoulders, 335bd and 355bd, of the 

collets are positioned proximate the tapered shoulders, 315ga and 315ba, respectively, 
of the tubular support member. As a result, the support rings, 335a and 355a, the 
collets, 335b and 355b, the tubular sleeves, 335c and 355c. the pins, 335d and 355d, 
the rings, 335e and 355e, and the rir^s. 335g and 355g. of the collet assemblies. 335 

30 and 355, respectively, are driven backward, compressing the springs, 335h and 355h, 
thereby applying axial biasing forces to the tubular coupling sleeve 335f and the tubular 
sleeve 355f, respectively. In this manner, an axial biasing force is applied to the split 
ring collar 330 and the expansion cone segments 325 that prevents the expansion 
cone segments from being driven up the tapered hexagonal portion 315ib of the 

35 expansion cone support body 3151 of the tubular support member 315 into contact with 
the stop member 320. Thus, the outside diameter of the expansion cone segments 
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325 is maintained in a position that is less than the inside diameter of the tubular 
meml)er 120 thereby permitting the apparatus 300 to be displaced within the tubular 
member Furthermore, in this manner, an axial biasing force is applied to the tubular 
sleeve 355f thereby preventing the tubular sleeve from covering the radial passage 

5 31 5d in the tubular support member 31 5. Thus, fluidic materials within the interior 31 5a 
of the tubular support member 315 may pass through the radial passage 31 5d into the 
annulus between the apparatus 300 and the tubular member 120 thereby preventing 
over pressurization of the annulus. 

The apparatus 300 may then be at least partially positioned in the open hole 

10 section 1 15a of the wellbore section 1 1 5, beyond the lower end 120c of the tubular 
member 120. In an exemplary embodiment, that portion of the apparatus 300 that 
includes the stop member 320, the expansion cone segments 325, the split ring collar 
330, the collet assembly 335, the packer cup assembly 340, the spacer 345, the packer 
cup assembly 350, and the collet assembly 355 is then posittoned |n the op^n hole 

15 sectk)n115aofthewellboresecllon115,beyondthe towerend 120ofthetubular 
member for reasons to be described. Because the collets, 335b and 355b, are 
resilient, once the apparatus 300 has been positfoned in the open hole section 1 1 5a of 
the wellbore section 115, beyond the lower end 120c of the tubular member 120, the 
tapered shouMers. 335ba and 355ba, of the collets may spring outwardly in the radial 

20 directton: 

The apparatus 300 may ttien be reposittoned at least partially back within the 
tubular member 120. During the re-insertton of the apparatus Into the tubular member 
120, the k>wer end 1 20c of the tubular member may Impact the tapered shoulders, 
335ba and 355ba, of the collets, 335b and 355b, respectively, thereby driving the 

25 collets fonvard until the tapered shoulders, 335bc and 355bc. of the collets are 
positioned proximate the tapered shouWers, 315gb and 315bb, respectively, of the 
tubular support member 315. As a result, the support rings, 335a and 355a, the 
collets. 335b and 355b, the tubular sleeves, 335c and 355c, the pins, 335d and 355d. 
the rings. 335e and 355e. the tubular coupling sleeve 335f. the tubular sleeve 355f, the 

30 rings, 335g and 355g, and the ring 3351 of the collet assemblies, 335 and 355, 

respectively, are driven fonrard, thereby compressing the springs, 335h and 355h, 
thereby sealing off the radial passage 31 5d and driving the expansion cone segments 
325 up the tapered hexagonal portion 315ib of the expansion cone support body 315i 
of the tubular support member 315 into contact with the stop member 320. 

35 As a result, the outside diameter of the expansion cone segments 325 is now 

greater than the inside diameter of expandable tubular member 120 thereby permitting 
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the apparatus 300 to be used to radially expand and plastically defonn the tubular 
member, and fluldic materials within the interior 315a of the tubular support member 
315 may no longer pass through the radial passage 31 5d into the annulus between the 
apparatus 300 and the tubular member thereby permitting the interior of the apparatus 
5 to be pressurized. 

The apparatus 300 may then be operated to radially expand and plastically 
deform the tubular member 120 by applying an upward axial force to the tubular 
support member 315 and/or by injecting a pressurized fluidic material into the tubular 
support member. 

10 In particular, as illustrated in Figs. 5 and 5a-^, the expandable tubular member 

120 may then be radially expanded using the apparatus 300 by injecting a fluidic 
material 275 into the apparatus through the passages 305a, 310a, 315a, and 320a. 
The Injection of the fluidic material 275 may pressurize the interior 1 20a of the 
expandable tubular member 120. In addition, because the packer cup assemblies, 340 

15 and 350, seal off an annular region 120aa below the packer cup assemblies between 
the expandable tubular member 120 and the tubular support member 315, the injection 
of the fluidic material 275 may also pressurize the annular region. 

The continued injectton of the fluidic material 275 may then pressurize the 
interior 120a of the expandable tubular member 120 thereby plastically defomning and 

20 radially expanding the expandable tubular member off of the expansion cone segments 
325. Because the outer surfaces, 325bb and 325bc. of the expansion cone segments 
325 are tapered, the plastic deformation and radial expansion of the expandable 
tubular member 120 proximate the expansion cone segments is fedlitated. 
Furthemnore, in an exemplary embodiment, the continued injectton of the flukiic 

25 material 275 also pressurizes the annular region 120aa defined between the interior 
surface of the expandable tubular member 120 and the exterior surface of the tubular 
support member 315 that is bounded on the upper end by the packer cup assembly 
340 and on the lower end by the expansion cone segments 325. Furthermore, in an 
exemplary embodiment, the pressurization of the annular region 120aa also radially 

30 expands at least a portion of the surrounding portion of the expandable tubular member 
120. In this manner, the plastic defomnatk>n and radial expansion of the expandable 
tubular member 120 is enhanced. Furthermore, during operation of the apparatus 300, 
the packer cup assemblies 340 and 350 prevent the pressurized ftukiic material 275 
from passing above and beyond the packer cup assemblies and thereby define the 

35 length of the pressuri^ annular regton 120aa. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
pressurization of the annular region 120aa decreases the operating pressures reiqulred 
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for plastic deformation and radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 120 by 
as much as 50% and also reduces the angle of attack of the tapered external surfaces. 
325bb and 325bc, of the expansion cone segments 325. 

The radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 120 may then continue 
5 until the upper end 120b of the expandable tubular member is radially expanded and 
plastically deformed along with the overlapping portion of the wellbore casing 110. 
Because the expansion cone segments 325 may be adjustable positioned from an 
outside diameter less than the inside diameter of the expandable tubular ntember 120 
to an outside diameter substantially equal to the inside diameter of the pre-existing 
10 casing 1 1 0, the resulting wellbore casing, including the casing 1 10 and the radially 
expanded tubular member 120, created by the operation of the apparatus 300 may 
have a single substantially constant inside diameter thereby providing a mono-diameter 
wellbore casing. 

During the radial expansion process, the expansion cone segments 325 may be 

15 raised out of the expanded portton of the tubular member 120 by applying an upward 
axial force to the tubular support member 315. In a preferred embodiment, during the 
radial expansion process, the expansion cone segments 325 are raised at 
approximately the same rate as the tubular member 120 Is expanded in order to keep 
the tubular member stationary relative to the new wellbore section 115. 

20 In a preferred embodinrtent, when the upper end portton of the expandable 

tubular member 1 20 and the tower portion of the wellbore casing 110 that overlap with 
one another are plastically deformed and radially expanded by the expansion cone 
segments 325, the expansion cone segments are displaced out of the wellbore 100 by 
both the operating pressure ^in the interior of the tubular member 120 and a 

25 upwardly directed axial force applied to the tubular support member 305. 

In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure and flow rate of the fluidic 
material 275 is controllabty ramped down when the expansion cone segments 325 
reach the upper end portton of the expandable tubular member 120. In this manner, 
the sudden release of pressure caused by the complete radial expansion and plastic 

30 defomnation of the expandable tubular member 1 20 off of the expansion cone 

segments 325 can be minimized, in a preferred emtxxiiment, the operating pressure is 
reduced in a substantially linear fashion from 100% to about 10% during the end of the 
extrusion process beginning when the expansion cone segments 325 are within al>out 
5 feet from completion of the extruston process. 

35 Alternatively, or in combination, the wail thickness of the upper end portion of 

the expandable tubular member 120 is tapered in order to gradually reduce the 
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required operating pressure for plastically deforming and radially expanding the upper 
end portion of the tubular member. In this manner, shock loading of the apparatus is at 
least reduced. 

Alternatively, or in combination, a shock absorber is provided in the tubular 
5 support member 305 in order to absorb the shock caused by the sudden release of 
pressure. The shock absort)er may comprise, for example, any conventional 
commercially available shock absortwr, bumper sub, or jars adapted for use In wellbore 
operations. 

Alternatively, or in combination, an expansion cone catching structure is 

10 provided in ihe upper end portion of the expandable tubular member 120 In order to 
catch or at least decelerate the expanston cone segments 325. 

Alternatively, or in combination, during the radial expansion pnxess, an upward 
axial force is applied to the tubular support member 31 5 sufficient to plastically deform 
and radially expand the tubular member 120 off of the extemal surfaces, 225bb and 

1 5 225bc, of the expansion cone segments 325. 

Alternatively, or In combination, in order to facilitate ttie pressurization of ttie 
interior 120a of the expandable tubular member by the injection of the fluidic materials 
275, the region witiiin the wellbore section 1 15 below the apparatus 300 may be 
fluWidy sealed off In a convention manner using, for example, a packer. 

20 Once the radial expansion process is completed, the tubular support member 

305. the tubular support member 310. the tubular support member 31 5. the end stop 
320, the expansion cone segments 325, the split ring collar 330, tiie coltet assembly 
335. the packer cup assembly 340, ttie spacer 345, ttie packer cup assembly 350, and 
ttie collet assembly 355 are removed from ttie wellbores 100 and 1 15. 

25 Referring to Figs. 6 and 6a-6k. an aKemative embodiment of an apparatus 400 

for fomriing a wellbore casing in a subterranean fonrnation wHI now be described. The 
apparatus 400 includes a tubular support member 405 defining an internal passage 
405a that is coupled to an end of a tubular coupling 410 defining an internal passage 
410a. The otiier end of the tubular coupling 410 is coupled to an end of a tubular 
30 support member 41 5 defining an internal passage 41 5a ttiat includes a first fiange 
415b, a first radial passage 415c, a second radial passage 415d, a second flange 
415e, a stepped flange 415f. a ttiird flange 415g, a fourth flange 415h, a fiftti flange 
4151, and an expansion cone body 41 5j. The ottier end of ttie tubular support member 
415 is coupled to a tubular end stop 420 tiiat defines a passage 420a. 
35 As illustrated in Figs. 6e and 6f, ttie expanston cone support body 41 5j includes 

a first end 415ja, a tepered hexagonal portion 415jb ttiat includes a plurality of T- 
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Shaped slots 415jbd provided on each of the external faceted surfaces of the tapered 
hexagonal portion, and a second end 415jc. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle of 
attack of the tapered hexagonal portion 415jb ranges from about 35 to 50 degrees for 
reasons to be described. 

5 As illustrated in Figs. 6. 6a-6d. and 6g-6i, a plurality of expansion cone 

segments 425 are provided that include first ends 425a that include T-shaped retaining 
members 425aa and second ends 425b that include T-shaped retaining members 
425ba that mate with and are received within corresponding T-shaped slots 415jba on 
the tapered hexagonal portion 41 5jb of the expansion cone support body 41 5j, first 

10 external surfaces 425bb, second extemal surfaces 425bc, and third external surfaces 
425bd. Thus, in an exemplary embodiment, a total of six expansion cone segments 
425 are provided that are stidably coupled to oonresponding sides of the tapered 
hexagonal portion 415jb of the expansion cone support body 41 5j. 

In an exemplary embodiment, the widths of the first external surfaces 425bb of 

15 the expansion cone segments 425 increase in the direction of the second extemal 
surfaces 425bc the widths of the second extemal surfaces are sut)stantiaiiy constant, 
and the widths of the third external surfaces 425bd decrease in the direction of the first 
ends 425a of the expansion cone segments for reasons to be described. In an 
exemplary embodiment the first extemal surfaces 425bb of the expansion cone 

20 segments 425 taper upwardly in the direction of the second extemal surfaces 425bc, 
the second extemal surfeces taper upwardly in the direction of the third extemal 
surfepes 425bd, and the third extemal surfaces 425bd taper downwardly in the 
direction of the first ends 425a of the expansion cone segments for reasons to be 
described. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle of attack of the taper of the first 

25 extemal sur^ces 425bb of the expansion cone segments 425 are greater than the 
angle of attack of the taper of the second extemal surfaces 425bc. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the first and second extemal surfaces, 425bb and 425bc, of the 
expansion cone segments 425 are arcuate such that when the expansion cone 
segments 425 are displaced in the direction of the end stop 420, the first and second 

30 extemal surfaces of the expansion cone segments provide a substantially continuous 
outer circumferential surface for reasons to be described. 

As illustrated in Fig. 6j, in an exemplary embodiment, the extemal surfaces, 
425bb, 425bc, and 425bd, of the second ends 425b of the expanston cone segments 
425 are adapted to mate with one another in order to intertock adjacent expanskm 

35 cone segments. 



37 

A split ring collar 430 that defines a passage 430a for receiving the tubular 
support member 415 is provided that includes a first end that includes plurality of T- 
shaped slots 430b for receiving and mating with corresponding T-shaped retaining 
members 425aa of the expansion cone segments 425 and a second end that includes 
5 an L-shaped retaining member 430c. In an exemplary embodiment, the split ring collar 
430 is a Conventional split ring collar commercially available from Halliburton Energy 
Services modified in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. 

A dog assembly 435 is provided that includes a tubular sleeve 435a that defines 
a passage 435aa for receiving the tubular support member 415 that includes a first end 

10 that includes a stot 435ab for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member 
430c of the split ring collar 430, a radial passage 435ac, and a recess 435ad for 
receiving the fifth flange 415a of the tubular support member 41 5. A second end of the 
tubular sleeve 435a includes a flange 435ae that mates with the fourth flange 41 5h of 
the tubular support, member 415. A retaining ring 435b that defines a passage 435ba 

15 for receiving the fifth flange 41 5i is received within the recess 435ad of the tubular 
sleeve 435a and is coupled to an end of a load transfer pin 435c. The opposite end of 
the load transfer pin 435c is received within the radial passage 435ac of the tubular 
sleeve 435a and is coupled to an end of a tubular sleeve 435d that includes a recess 
435da at a first end for receiving the tubular sleeve 435a. and a radial opening 435dc 

20 for receiving a conventional resilient dog 435e. A spring 435f and a ring 435g that 
defines a passage 435ga for receiving the tubular support member 415 are received 
within the recess 435ad of the tubular sleeve 435a between a first end of the recess 
and the fifth fiange 415i of the tubular support member. 

A first conventional padcer cup assembly 440 that defines a passage 440a for 

25 receiving the tubular support member 415 includes a first end 440b that mates with the 
fourth fiange 41 5g of the tubular support member, a conventional sealing cup 440c, 
and a second end 440d. A tubular spacer 445 that defines a passage 445a for 
receiving the tubular support member 415 includes a first end 445b tiiat mates with the 
second end 440d of the first padcer cup assembly 440 and a sedond end 445c. A 

30 second conventional packer cup assembly 450 that defines a passage 450a for 

receiving the tubular support member 41 5 includes a first end 450b that mates with the 
second end 445c of the spacer 445, a conventional sealing cup 450c. and a second 
end 450d that mates with the stepped flange 415f of the tubular support member. 

A dog assembly 455 is provided that includes a tubular sleeve 455a that defines 

35 a passage 455aa for receiving the tubular support member 41 5. A first end of the 
tubular sleeve 455a includes a radial opening 455ab for receiving a conventional 
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resilient dog 455b. A second end of the tubular sleeve 455a includes a recess 455ac 
and is coupled to an end of a load transfer pin 455c. The opposite end of the load 
transfer pin 455c is coupled to a retaining ring 455d that defines a passage 455da for 
receiving the tubular support member 415. A tubular sleeve 455e is received within the 
5 recess 455ac of the tubular sleeve 455a that defines a passage 455ea for receiving the 
tubular support member 415 and includes a first end that includes a radial passage 
455eb for receiving the bad transfer pin 455c and a recess 455ec for receiving a spring 
455f. A ring 455g that defines a passage 455ga for receiving the tubular support 
member 41 5 is further received within the recess 455ec of the tubular sleeve 455e 
10 between the spring 455f and the second flange 41 5e of the tubular support member 
415. A second end of the tubular sleeve 455e includes a radial passage 455ed, 
seaEng members, 455ef and 455eg, and a recess 455eh that mates with the first flange 
415b of the tubular support member 415. 

In an exemplary embodiment, during operation of the apparatus 400, as 
15 aiustrated in Figs. 6 and 6a-6lc. the apparatus may be initially positioned in the wellbore 
100. within the casing 1 10. with the dog assemblies 435 and 455 positioned in a 
neutral position in which the radial passage 41 5d of the tubular support member 41 5 is 
Quididy coupled to the radial passage 455ed of the dog assembly 455 and the 
expansion cor» segments 425 are not driven up the tapered hexagonal portion 415jb 
20 of the expansion cone support body 41 5} of the tubular support member 41 5 Into 
contact with the stop member 320. In this manner. fluMjc materials within the interior 
415a of the tubular support member 415 may pass through the radial passages. 415d 
and 455ed, into the annulus between the apparatus 400 and the casing 110 thereby 
preventing over prsssurization of the annulus. Furthemttore. in ttvs manner, the outside 
25 diameter of the expansion cone segments 425 is less than or equal to the outside 
diameter of the stop meniber 420 thereby permitting the apparatus 400 to be displaced 
within the casing 110. 

As illustrated in Figs. 7, and 7a-7c, the apparatus 400 may then be positioned in 
the tubular member 120. During the insertion of the apparatus into the tubular member 
30 1 20, the upper end 1 20b of the tubular member may impact the ends of the resilient 
dogs, 435e and 455b. of the dog assemblies, 435 and 455. respectively, thereby 
driving the resilient dogs. 435e and 455b, backwards off of and adjacent to one side of 
the flanges. 415h and 415f. respectively. As a result of the backward axial 
displacefnent of the resilient dog 435e. the tubular sleeve 435d. the pin 435c, the 
35 retaWng ring 435b. and the ring 435g of the dog assembly 435 are driven backward 
thereby compressing the spring 435f and applying an axial biasing force to the tubular 
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Sleeve 435a that prevents the expansion cone segments 425 from being displaced 
toward the end stop 420. As a result of the backward axial displacement of the resilient 
dog 455b, the tubular sleeve 455a, the pin 455c, the retaining ring 455d, and the ring 
455g of the dog assembly 455 are driven backward thereby compressing the spring 
5 455f and applying an axial biasing force to the tubular sleeve 455e that prevents the 
radial passages, 415d and 455ed from being fluldidy decoupled. 

The apparatus 400 may then be at least partially positioned in the open hole 
section 1 15a of the wellbore section 1 15, beyond the lower end 1 20c of the tubular 
ntember 120. In an exemplary embodiment, that portton of the apparatus 400 that 

10 includes the stop member 420, the expansion cone segments 425, the split ring collar 
430. the dog assembly 435, the packer cup assembly 440, the spacer 445, the packer 
cup assembly 450, and the dog assembly 455 is then positioned in the open hole 
section 11 5a of the wellbore section 1 15. beyond the lower end 120 of the tubular 
member for reasons to be described. Because the dogs. 435e and 455b. of the dog 

15 assemblies, 435 and 455. respectively, are resilient, once the apparatus 400 has been 
posittoned in the open hole section llSa of the wellbore sectton 115, beyond the lower 
end 120c of the tubular member 120. the resilient dogs, 435e and 4S5b. of the dog 
assemblies may spring outwardly in the radial direction. 

The apparatus 400 may then be reposittoned at least partially back within the 

20 tubular member 120. During the re-insertion of the apparatus into the tubular member 
120, the tower end 120c of the tubular member may Impact the ends of the resilient 
dogs, 435e and 455b, of the dog assemblies, 435 and 455, respectively, thereby 
driving the resilient dogs fonrard until the resilient dogs are positioned beyond and 
adjaci^ to the other side of the flanges, 415h and 415f, of the tubular support member 

25 415. 

As a result, of the fonward axial displacement of the resilient dog 435e, the 
tubular sleeve 435a. the retaining ring 43Sb, the pin 435c the tubular sleeve 435d, the 
spring 435f , and the ring 435g of the dog assembly 435 are displaced in the fonM^rd 
axial direction thereby also displacing the split ring collar 430 and the expansk>n oone 

30 segments 425 in the fonward axial direction. As a result, the expansion cone segments 
425 are driven up the tapered hexagonal portton 415jb of the expansion cone support 
body 41 5j of the tubular support member 415 into contact with the stop member 320. 

As a result of the fonivard axial displacement of the resilient dog 455b. the 
tubular sleeve 455a, the pin 455c. the retaining ring 455d. the tubular sleeve 455e, the 

35 spring 455f . and the ring 455g of the dog assembly 455 are driven forward in the axial 
directton thereby fluldidy decoupling the radial passages. 415d and 455ed. and fluididy 
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coupling the radial passages 41 5c and 41 5d. As a result fluidic materials within the 
tubular support member 415 may not pass into the annulus betweisn the tubular 
support member and the iubular member 1 20. 

As a result of the fonvard axial displacenr>ent of the resilient dog 435e, the 
5 outside diameter of the expansion cone segments 425 is now greater than the inside 
diameter of expandable tubular member 120 thereby permitting the apparatus 400 to 
be used to radially expand and plastically deform the tubular member, and fluidic 
materials within the interior 41 5a of the tubular support member 415 may no longer 
pass through the radial passages, 41 5d and 455ed, into the annulus between the 
10 apparatus 400 and the tubular member thereby pemnitttng the interior of the apparatus 
to be pressurized. 

The apparatus 400 may then be operated to radially expand and plastically 
defonm the tubular member 120 by applying an upward axial force to the tubular 
support member 415 and/or by injecting a pressurized fluidic material into the tubular 

15 support member. 

In particular, as illustrated in Figs. 8 and 8a-8d, the expandable tubular member 
120 may then be radially expanded using the apparatus 400 by injecting a fluidic 
material 275 into the apparatus through the passages 405a, 310a, 415a, and 420a. 
The injection of. the fluidic material 275 may pressurize the interior 120a of the 

20 expandable tubular member 120. In addition, because the packer cup assemblies, 440 
and 450, seal off an annular region 120aa below the packer cup assemblies between 
the expandable tubular member 120 and the tubular support member 415, the injection 
of the fluidic material 275 may also pressurize the annular regton. 

The continued injection df the fluidic material 275 may then pressurize the 

25 interior 120a of the expandable tubular member 120 thereby plastically deforming and 
radially expanding the expandable tubular member off of the expansion cone segments 
425. Because the outer surfaces, 425bb and 425bc. of the expansion cone segments 
425 are tapered, the plastic defomiation and radial expansion of the expandable 
tubular member 120 proximate the expansion cone segments is facilitated. 

30 Furthemiore, in an exemplary embodiment, the continued injection of the fluidic 

material 275 also pressurizes the annular region 120da defined between the interior 
surface of the expandable tubular member 120 and the exterior surface of the tubular 
support member 415 that is bounded on the upper end by the packer cup assembly 
440 and on the bwer end by the expansion cone segments 425. Furthermore, in an 

35 exemplary embodiment, the pressurization of the annular regton 120aa also radially 
expands at least a portion of the surrounding portion of the expandable tubular member 
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120. In this manner, the plastic defonnation and radial expansion of the expandable 
tubular member 120 is enhanced. Furthermore, during operation of the apparatus 300, 
the packer cup assemblies 440 and 450 prevent the pressurized fluidic material 275 
from passing above and beyond the packer cup assemblies and thereby define the 
length of the pressurized annular region 12aaa. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
pressurization of the annular region 120aa decreases the operating pressures required 
for plastic deformation and radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 120 by 
as much as 50% and also reduces the angle of attack of the tapered external surfoces, 
42Sbb and 425bc. of the expansion cone segments 425. 

The radial expanston of the expandable tubular member 120 may then continue 
until the upper end 120b of the expandable tubular member is radially expanded and 
plastkally deformed along with the overiapping portion of the wellbore casing 110. 
Because the expansion cone segments 425 may be adjustably positioned from an 
outskje diameter less than the inskle diameter of the expandable tubular member 120 
to an outskJe diameter substantially equal to the inskfe diameter of the pre-existing 
casing 1 10. the resuKing wellbore casing, including the casing 11 0 and the radially 
expanded tubular member 120, created by the operation of the apparatus 400 may 
have a single substantially constant inside diameter thereby providing a monodiameter 
weRbore casing. 

During the radial expansion process, the expansion cone segmente 425 may be 
raised out of the expanded portion of the tubular member 120 by applying an upward 
axial force to the tubular support member 41 5. In a preferred embodiment, during the 
radial expansion process, the expansion cone segmente 425 are raised at 
approximately the same rate as the tubular m«nber 120 is exparxled in order to keep 
the tubular member statfonary relative to the new wellbore sectkm 1 15. 

In a prefened embodiment, when the upper end portion of the expandabte 
tubular member 120 and the lower portfon of the wellbore casing 1 10 that overiap with 
one another are plastically deformed and radially expanded by the expansion cone 
segments 425, the expansion cone segmente are displaced out of the wellbore 100 by 
both the operating pressure within the interior of the tubular member 120 and a 
upwardly directed axial force applied to the tubular support member 405. 

In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure and flow rate of the fluidic 
material 275 is controllably ramped down when the expansion cone segmente 425 
reach the upper end portion of the expandable tubuter member 1 20. In this manner, 
the sudden release of pressure caused by the comptete radial expanston and plastic 
defomiatton of the expandabte tubular member 120 off of the expansion cone 
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segments 425 can be minimized. In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure is 
reduced in a substantially linear fashion from 100% to about 1 0% during the end of the 
extrusion process beginning when the expansion cone segments 425 are within about 
5 feet from completion of the extrusion process. 
5 Altematively, or in combination, the wall thickness of the upper end portion of 

the expandable tubular member 120 is tapered in order to gradually reduce the 
required operating pressure for plastically deforming and radially expanding the upper 
end portion of the tubular member. In this manner, shock loading of the apparatus is at 
least reduced. 

10 Alternatively, or in combination, a shock absorber Is provided in the tubular 

support member 405 in order to absorb the shock caused by the sudden release of 
pressure. The shock absorber may comprise, for example, any conventional 
commerdaily available shock absorber, bumper sub, or jars adapted for use in wellbore 
<H)erations. 

15 Altematively, or in combinatton, an expanston cone catching structure is 

provided in the upper end portion of the expandable tubular member 120 in order to 
catch or at least decelerate the expanston cone segments 425. 

Altematively, or in combination, during the radial expansion process, an upward 
axial force is applied to the tubular support member 415 sufficient to plastically defonm 
20 and radially expand the tubular member 120 off of the external surfaces, 225bb and 
225bc of the expanston cone segntents 425. 

Altemativety, or in combination, in order to facilitate the pressurization of the 
interior 120a of the expandable tubular member by the injection of the fluklto materials 
275, the regbn within the wellbore* section 1 1 5 below the apparatus 400 may be 
25 fluididy sealed off in a convention manner using, for example, a packer. 

Once the radial expansion process is completed, the tubular support member 
405. the tubular support member 410, the tubular support member 415, the end stop 
420, the expanston cone segments 425, the split ring collar 430, the dog assembly 435, 
the packer cup assembly 440, the spacer 445, the packer cup assembly 450, and the 
30 dog assembly 455 are removed from the wellbores 100 and 115. 

Referring now to Figs. 9, 9a. 10 and 10a. an embodiment of an adjustable 
expansion cone assembly 500 will be described. The assembly 500 includes a tubular 
support member 505 that defines a passage 505a and includes a flange 505b, an 
expansion cone support flange assembly 505c. and an end stop 505d. The expansion 
35 cone support flange assembly 505c includes a tubular body 505ca and a plurality of 
equally spaced apart expansion oone segment support members 505cb that extend 



43 



outwardly from the tubular body in the radial direction that each include identical bases 
505cba and extensions 505cbb. The support members 505cb further include first 
sections 505cbc having arcuate conical outer surfaces and second sections 505ct)d 
having arcuate cylindrical outer surfaces for reasons to be described. 
5 An expansion cone segment assembly 51 0 is provided that includes a tubular 

support 510a defining a passage 510aa for receiving the tubular support member 505 
and a slot 510ab. A plurality of spaced apart and substantially identical resilient 
expansion cone segment collets 510b extend from the tubular support 510a in the axial 
direction that include expansion cone segments 510ba extending therefrom in the axial 

10 direction. Each of the expansion cone segments SlOba further irudude arcuate conical 
expansion surfaces 510baa for radially expanding an expandable tubular member. 

A split ring collar 515 is provided that defines a passage 515a for receiving the 
tubular support member 505 that includes an L-shaped retaining member 515b at one . 
end for mating with the slot SiOab of the tubular support 510a of the expansion cone 

15 segment assembly 510. Another end of the split ring collar 515 Includes an L-shaped 
retaining member 51 5c. A tubular sleeve 520 is provided that defines a passage 520a 
for receiving the tubular support member 505 that includes a slot 520b for receiving the 
L-shaped retaining member 515c of the split ring collar 515. 

During operation of the assembly 500, as illustrated in Figs. 9 and 9a. in an 

20 unexpended position, the expansion cone segments SlOba of the expansion cone 
segment assembly 510 are positioned adjacent to the base of the conical section 
SOScbc of the expansion cone segment support members 505cb with the outside 
diameter of the expansion cone segments less than or equal to the maximum outside 
diameter of the assembly. As illustrated in Figs. 10 and 10a, the assembly 500 may 

25 then be expanded by displacing the tubular sleeve 520, the split ring collar 515, and the 
expansion cone segment assembly 510 in the axial direction towards the expansion 
cone segment support memt>ers 505cb. As a result, the expansion cone segments 
510ba are driven up the conical section 505cbc of the expansion cone segment 
support members 505cb and then onto the cylindrical section 505cbd of the expansion 

30 cone segment support members until the expansion cone segments impact the end 
stop 505d. In this manner, the outside diameter of the expansion segments 510ba is 
greater than the maximum diameter of the remaining components of the assembly 500. 
Furthermore, the conical outer surfeces 510baa of the expansion cone segments 
510ba may now be used to radially expand a tubular member. Note that the 

35 extensions 505cbb of the expansion cone segment support members 505cb provide 
support in the circumferential direction to the adjacent expansion cone segments 
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510ba. In an exemplary embodiment, the outer conical surfaces 510baa of the 
expansion cone segments 510ba in the expanded position of the assembly 500 provide 
a substantially continuous outer conical surfaces in the drcumferential direction. 
The assembly 500 may then be returned to the unexpended position by 
5 displacing the tubular sleeve 520, the split ring collar 515, and the expansion cone 
segment assembly 510 in the axial direction away from the expansion cone segment 
support members 505cb. As a result, the expansion cone segments 510ba are 
displaced off of the cylindrical section 505cbd and the conical section 505cbc of the 
expansion cone segment support members 505cb. Because the collets 510b of the 

1 0 expansion cone segment assembly 51 0 are resilient, the expansion segments 51 Oba 
are thereby returned to a position in which the outside diameter of the expansion cone 
segments is less than or equal to the maximum diameter of the remaining components 
of the assembly 500. 

In several alternative embodiments, the assembly 500 is incorporated into the 

1 5 assemblies 200, 300 and/or 400. 

Referring now to Figs. 11, 11a. 12and 12a, an embodiment of an adjustisible 
expansion cone assembly 600 will be described. The assembly 600 Includes a tubular 
support member 605 that defines a passage 605a and Includes an expartsion cone 
support flange assembly 605b, and an end stop 605c. The expansion cone support 

20 flange assembly 605b includes a tubular body 605ba and a plurality of equally spaced 
apart expansion cone segment substantially identicai support members 605bb that 
extend outwardly from the tubular body in the radial direction. The support members 
605bb further include first sections 605bt>a having arcuate cylindrical outer surfaces, 
second sections 605bbb having arcuate conical outer surfaces, and third sections 

25 605bbc having arcuate cylindrical outer surfaces for reasons to be described. 

An expansion cone segment assembly 61 0 is provided that includes a tubular 
support 610a defining a passage 610aa for receiving the tubular support member 605 
and a slot 610ab. A plurality of spaced apart and substantially identical resilient 
expansion cone segment collets 610b extend from the tubular support 610a in the axial 

30 direction that include expansion cone segments 610ba extending therefrom in the axial 
direction. Each of the expansion cone segments 61 Oba further include arcuate conical 
expansion surfaces 610baa for radially expanding an expandable tubular member. 

A split ring collar 615 is provided that defines a passage 615a for receiving the 
tubular support member 605 that includes an L-shaped retaining member 615b at one 

35 end for mating with the sbt 610ab of the tubular support 610a of the expansion cone 
segment assembly 610. Another end of the split ring collar 615 includes an L-shaped 
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retaining member 615c. A tubular sleeve 620 is provided that defines a passage 620a 
for receiving the tubular support member 605 that includes a slot 620b for receiving the 
L-shaped retaining member 61 5c of the split ring collar 61 5. 

During operation of the assembly 600, as illustrated in Figs. 1 1 and 1 la, in an 
unexpanded position, the expansion cone segments 610ba of the expansion cone 
segment assembly 610 are positioned on the cylindrical section 605bba, adjacent to 
the base of the conical section 605bbb, of the expansion cone segment support 
members 605bb with the outside diameter of the expansion cone segments less than 
or equal to the maximum outside diameter of the assembly. As illustrated in Figs. 12 
and 12a, the assembly 600 may then be expanded by displacing the tubular sleeve 
620, the split ring collar 615, and the expansion cone segment assembly 610 in the 
axial direction towards the expansion cone segment support members 605bb. As a 
result, the expansion cone segments 610ba are driven up the conical section 605bbb 
of the expansion cone segment support mennbers 605bb and then onto the cylindrical 
section 605bbc of the expansion cone segnnent support members until the expansion 
cone segments impact the end stop 605c. In this manner, the outside dianieter of the 
expansion segments 610ba is greater than the maximum diameter of the remaining 
components of the assembly 600. Furthermore, the conical outer surfeces 610baa of 
the expansion cone segments 610ba may now be used to radially expand a tubular 
member. In an exemplary embodiment, the outer oonlcal surfeces 610baa of the 
expansion cone segments 610ba in the expanded position of the assembly 600 provide 
a substantially continuous outer conical surfaces in the circumferential direction. 

The assembly 600 may then be returned to the unexpanded position by 
displacing the tubular sleeve 620. the split ring collar 615. and the expansion cone 
segment assembly 610 in the axial direction away firom the expansion cone segment 
support members 605bb. As a result, the expansion cone segments 610ba are 
displaced off of the cylindrical section 605bbG and the conical section 605bbb and back 
onto the cylindrical section 605bba of the expansion cone segment support members 
605bb. Because the collets 610b of the expansion cone segment assembly 610 are 
resilient, the expansion segments 610ba are thereby retumed to a position in which the 
outside diameter of the expansion cone segments is less than or equal to the maximum 
diameter of the remaining components of the assembly 600. 

In several alternative embodiments, the assembly 600 is incorporated into the 
assemblies 200. 300 and/or 400. 

Refem'ng now to Figs. 13, 13a. 13b, 13c, 14 and 14a, an embodiment of an 
adjustable expansion cone assembly 700 will be described. The assembly 700 
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includes a tubular support member 705 that defines a passage 705a and includes an 
expansion cone support flange assembly 705b, and an end stop 705c. The expansion 
cone support flange assembly 705b includes a tubular body 705ba and a plurality of 
equally spaced apart expansion cone segment substantially identical support members 
5 705bb that extend outwardly from the tubular body in the radial direction. The support 
members 705bb further include first sections 705bba having arcuate cylindrical outer 
surfaces, second sections 705bbb having arcuate conical outer surfaces, and third 
sections 705bbc having arcuate cylindrical outer surfaces for reasons to be described. 
An expansion cone segnrient assembly 710 is provided that includes a first 

1 0 tubular support 71 Oa defining a passage 7 1 0aa for receiving the tubular support 

member 705 that includes a slot 710ab and a second tubular support 710b defining a 
passage 710ba for receiving the tubular support memb^ 705 that includes a plurality of 
spaced apart and substantially identical axial slots 710bb. A plurality of spaced apart 
and substantially identical resilient expansion cone segment collets 710ac extend from 

15 the first tubular support 710a in the axial direction and are received within 

corresponding ones of the axial siols 710bb in the second tubular support 710b that 
include substantially identical expansion cone segments 710aca extending therefrom in 
the axial direction. A plurality of spaced apart and substantially identical resilient 
expansion cone segment collets 710bc extend from the second tubular support 710b in 

20 the axial direction that are interleaved and overlap with the expansbn cone segment 
collets 710ac and that include substantially identical expansion cone segments 710bca 
extending therefrorn in the axial direction. Each of the expansion cone segments, 
710aca and 710bca, further include arcuate conical expansion surfaces, 710acaa and 
710bcaa, respectively, for radially expanding an expandable tubular member. A 

25 plurality of pins 715a-715d couple the expansion cone segment collets 710ac to the 
second tubular support 71 Ob. 

A split ring collar 720 is provided that defines a passage 720a for receiving the 
tubular support member 705 that includes an L-shaped retaining member 720b at one 
end for mating with the slot 710ab of the first tubular support 710a of the expanston 

30 cone segment assembly 710. Another end of the split ring collar 720 Includes an L- 
shaped retaining member 720c. A tubular sleeve 725 is provided that defines a 
passage 725a for receiving the tubular support member 705 that includes a slot 725b 
for receiving the L-shaped retaining member 720c of the split ring collar 720. 

During operation of the assembly 700, as Illustrated in Figs. 13, 13a, 13b, and 

35 13c, In an unexpended position, the expansion cone segments 710aca of the 
expansion cone segment assembly 710 overiap with and are positionecl over the 
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expansion cone segments 710bca of the expansion cone segment assembly, adjacent 
to the base of the confcal section 705bbb, of the expansion cone segment support 
members 705bb with the outside diameter of the expansion cone segments less than 
or equal to the maximum outside diameter of the assembly As illustrated In Figs. 14 
5 and 14a, the assembly 700 may then be expanded by displacing the tubular sleeve 
725, the split ring collar 720, and the expansion cone segment assembly 710 in the 
axial direction towards the expansion cone segment support members 705bb. As a 
result, the expansion cone segments, 710aca and 710bca, are driven up the conical 
section 705bbb of the expansion cone segment support mentbers 705bb and then onto 

10 the cylindrical section 705bbc of the expansion cone segment support members until 
the expansion cone segments impact the end stop 705c. In this manner, the outside 
diameter of the expansion segments, 710aca and 710bca, is greater than the 
maximum diameter of the remaining components of the assembly 700. Furthennore, 
the conical outpr surfaces, 710acaa and 710bcaa, of the expansion cone segments, 

15 710aca and 710bca, respectively, may now be used to radially expand a tubular 
member. In an exemplary embodiment, the outer oonicaj surfaces, TiOacaa and 
710bcaa. of the expansion cone segments, 710aca and 710bca, respecHvely, In the 
expanded position of the assembly 700 provide a substantially continuous outer conical 
surfooes in the drcumferential direction. 

20 The assembly 700 may then be returned to the unexpended position by 

displacing the tubular sleeve 720, the split ring collar 715, and the expansion cone 
segment assembly 710 in the axial direction away from the expansion cone segment 
support members 705bb. As a result, the expansion cone segments, 710aca and 
710bca, are displaced off of the c^lndrical section 705bbc arid the conical section 

25 705bbb and back onto the cylindrical section 705bba of ttie expansion cone segment 
support members 705bb. Because the collets, 710ac and 710bc, of the expanston 
cone segment assembly 710 are resilient, the expansion segments, 710aca and 
71 Obca, are thereby returned to a position in which the outside diameter of the 
expansion cone segments is less than or equal to the maximum diameter of the 

30 remaining components of the assembly 700. 

In several alternative embodiments, the assembly 700 Is incorporated into the 
assemblies 200, 300 and/or 400. 

Referring to Figs. 15 and 15a-1Sj, an alternative embodiment of an apparatus 
800 for forming a wellbore casing in a subterranean fomnation will now be described. 

35 The apparatus 800 includes a tubular support member 805 defining an internal 

passage 805a that is coupled to an end of a tubular coupling 810 defining an intemal 
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passage 810a. The other end of the tubular coupling 810 is coupled to an end of a 
tubular support member 81 5 defining an internal passage 815a having a throat 
passage 81 5aa that includes a first radial passage 81 5b, a first flange 81 5c having a 
second radial passage 81 5d, a second flange 81 5e having opposite shoulders, 81 Sea 

5 and 815eb, a third flange 81 5f. and an expansion cone support body 81 5g. The other 
end of the tubular support member 815 is coupled to a tubular end stop 820 that 
defines a passage 820a. 

As illustrated in Figs. 15d and 15e, the expansion cone support body 81 5g 
includes a first end 815ga, a tapered hexagonal portion 815gb that includes a plurality 

10 of T-shaped slots 81 5gba provided on each of the external faceted surfaces of the 
tapered hexagonal portion, and a second end 815gc. In an exemplary embodiment, 
the angle of attack of the tapered hexagonal portion 815gb ranges from about 35 to 50 
degrees for reasons to be described. 

As illustrated in Figs. 15, 15a-15c, and 15f-15j, a plurality of expansion cone 

15 segments 825 are provided that include first ends 825a that Include T-shaped retaining 
members 825aa and second ends 825b that include T-shaped retaining members 
82Sba that mate with and are received within corresponding T-shaped slots 81Sgba on 
the tapered hexagonal portion 81 Sgb df the expanston cone support body 81 Sg, first 
extemal surfaces 825bb. second external surfaces 825bc, and third external surfaces 

20 825bd. Thus, In an exemplary embodiment, a total of six expansion cone segments 
825 are provided that are slldably coupled to corresponding sides of the tapered 
hexagonal portion 81 Sgb of the expansion cone support body 81 5g. 

In an exemplary embodiment, the widths of the first external surfaces 825bb of 
the expansion cone segments 825 increase in the direction of the second extemal 

25 surfaces 825bc the widths of the second extemal surfaces are substantially constant, 
and the widths of the third extemal surfaces 825bd decrease in the direction of the first 
ends 825a of the expanston cone segments for reasons to be described. In an 
emmplary embodiment, the first extemal surfaces 825bb of the expansion cone 
segments 825 taper upwardly in the direction of the second extemal surfaces 825t)C, 

30 the second extemal surfaces taper upwardly in the direction of the third extemal 
surfaces 825bd, and the third extemal surfaces 825bd taper downwardly in the 
direction of the first ends 825a of the expansion cone segments for reasons to be 
described. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle of attaci< of the taper of the first 
extemal surfeces 825bb of the expansion cone segments 825 are greater than the 

35 angle of attadc of the taper of the second extemal surfaces 825bc. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the first and second extemal surfaces, 825bb and 825bc, of the 
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expansion cone segments 825 are arcuate such that when the expansion cone 
segments 825 are displaced in the direction of the end stop 420, the first and second 
extemal surfaces of the expansion cone segments provide a substantially continuous 
outer circumferential surface for reasons to be described. 
5 As illustrated in Fig. 15i. in an exemplary embodiment, the extemal surfaces, 

825bb, 825bc, and 825bd, of the second ends 825b of the expansion cone segnr^ents 
825 are adapted to nnate with one another in order to interlock adjacent expansion 
cone segments. 

A split ring collar 830 that defines a passage 830a for receiving the tubular 

1 0 support member 81 5 is provided that includes a first end that includes plurality of T- 
shaped slots 830b for receiving and mating with conresponding T-shaped retaining 
members 825aa of the expansion cone segments 825 and a second end that includes 
an L-shaped retaining member 830c. In an exemplary embodiment, the split ring collar 
830 Is a conventional split ring collar commercially available from Halliburton Energy 

1 5 Services modified in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. 

A dog assembly 835 Is provided that includes a tubular sleeve 835a that defines 
a passage 835aa for receiving the tubular support member 815 and includes a slot 
835ab for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member 830c of the split 
ring collar 830, a counterbore 835ac, and a radial passage 835ad. An end of a load 

20 transfer pin 835b passes through the radial passage 835ad and is coupled to a 

retaining ring 835c that defines a passage 835ca for receiving the flange 815f of the 
tubular support member 81 5 and Is received within the counterbore 835ac of the 
tubular sleeve. A ring 835d that defines a passage 835da for receiving the tubular 
support member 815 and a spring 835e are also received within the counterbore 835ac 

25 of the tubular sleeve 835a between the flange 815f and the end of the counterbore: 
The other end of the load transfer pin 835b is coupled to an end of a tubular sleeve 
835f that includes a countertiore 835te for receiving the tubular sleeve 835a, a radial 
passage 835fb for receiving a conventional resilient dog 835g, a counteriwre 835fc for 
receiving and mating with the flange 815e of the tubular support member 815, a flange 

30 835fd, and a flange 835fe including counteriDores, 835ff and 835fg. that mate with and 
receive the flange 815c of the tubular support member, and a radial passage 835fh, 

A first conventional packer cup assembly 840 that defines a passage 440a for 
receiving the tubular sleeve 835f includes a first end 840b that mates with the flange 
835fd of the tubular sleeve 835f, a conventional sealing cup 840c, and a second end 

35 840d. A tubular spacer 845 that defines a passage 845a for receiving the tubular 
sleeve 835f includes a first end 845b that mates with the second end 840d of the first 
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packer cup assembly 840 and a second end 845c. A second conventional packer cup 
assembly 850 that defines a passage 850a for receiving the tubular sleeve 835f 
Includes a first end 850b that mates with the second end 845c of the spacer 845, a 
conventional sealing cup 850c, and a second end 850d that mates with the flange 

5 835fe of the tubular sleeve. 

In an exemplary embodiment, during operation of the apparatus 800, as 
illustrated in Figs. 15 and 15a-15j, the apparatus may be initially positioned in the 
wellbore 100, within the casing 110. with the dog assembly 835 positioned in a neutral 
position in which the radial passage 81 5d of the tubular support member 815 is fluidicly 

1 0 coupled to the radial passage 835fh of the dog assembly 835 and the expansion cone 
segments 825 are not driven up the tapered hexagonal portion 815gb of the expansion 
cone support body 81 5g of the tubular support member 815 into contact with the stop 
member 320. In this manner, fluidic materials within the interior 815a of ttie tubular 
support member 815 may pass through the radial passages, 815d and 835fh, into the 

1 5 annulus betv^n the apparatus 800 and the casing 110 thereby preventing over 

pressurization of the annulus. Furthermore, in this manner, the outskle diameter of the 
expansion cone segments 825 is less than or equal to the outside diarneter of the stop 
member 820 thereby penmitting the apparatus 800 to be displaced within the casing 
110. 

20 As illustrated in Figs. 16, and 16a-16c, the apparatus 800 may then be 

positioned in the tubular member 120. During the Insertion of the apparatus into the 
tubular member 120, the upper end 120b of the tubular member may impact the end of 
the resilient dog 835g of tne dog assembly 835 thereby driving the resilient dog 835g 
backwards onto the shoukJer 81 Sea of the flange 81 5e of the tubular support member 

25 81 5. As a result of the backward axial displacement of the resilient dog 835g, the 

tubular sleeve 835f , the pin 835t>, the retaining ring 835c the ring 835d, and the spring 
835e of the dog assembly 835 are driven backward thereby compressing the spring 
835e and applying an axial biasing force to the tubular sleeve 835a that prevents the 
expanston cone segments 825 fmm being displaced toward the end stop 820. 

30 The apparatus 800 may then be at least partially positbned in the open hole 

section 1 15a of the wellbore section 115, beyond the lower end 120c of the tubular 
member 120. In an exemplary embodiment, that portion of the apparatus 800 that 
includes the stop member 820. the expansion cone segments 825, the split ring collar 
830, and the dog assembly 835 is then positioned in the open hole section 1 1 5a of the 

35 wellbore section 115. beyond the lower end 1 20 of the tubular member for reasons to 
be described. Because the dog 835g of the dog assembly 835 is resilient, once the 
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apparatus 800 has been positioned in the open hole section 115a of the wellbore 
section 1 1 s; t)eyond the lower end 1 20c of the tubular member 1 20, the resilient dog of 
the dog assembly may spring outwardly In the radial direction. 

The apparatus 800 may then be repositioned at least partially back within the 
tubular member 120. During the re-insertion of the apparatus into the tubular member 
120. the lower end 120c of the tubular member may Impact the ends of the resilient 
dog 835g of the dog assembly 835 thereby driving the resilient dog forward until the 
resilient dog is positioned onto the shouWer 815eb of the flange 815e of the tubular 
support member 815. 

As a result of the fororard axial displacement of the resilient dog 835g, the 
tubular sleeve 835f. the spring 835e, the ring 835d, the ring 835c, the pin 835b. and the 
tubidar sleeve 835a are displaced in the forward axial direction thereby also displacing 
the split ring collar 830 and the e)^nsion cone segments 825 in the forward axial 
direction. As a result, the expansion cone segments 825 are driven up the tapered 
hexagonal portion 815gb of the expansion cone support body 815g of the tubular 
support member 815 Into contact with the stop member 320. Furthemwre, as a result 
of the fonii«rd axial displacement of the tubular sleeve 835f, the radial passages. 815d 
and 835fh. are fluldldy decoupled. Ais a result fluidie materials within the tubular 
support member 815 may not pass Into the annuius between the tubular support 
member and the tubular member 120. 

As a result of the fbiward axial displacement of the resilient dog 435e. the 
outside diameter of the expansion cone segments 825 is now greater than the inside 
diameter of expandable tubular member 120 thereby penmitting the apparatus 800 to 
be used to rediaVy expand and piastlcally deform the tubular member, and fluldlc 
materials within the interior 81Sa of the tubular support member 815 may no longer 
pass through the radial passages, 815d and 455ed. into the annuius between the 
apparatus 800 and the tubular member thereby pennitting the Interior of the apparatus 
to be pressurized. 

The apparatus 800 may then be operated to radially expand and plastically 
deform the tubular member 120 by applying an upward axial force to the tubular 
support member 815 and/or by injecting a pressurized fluldlc material Into the tubular 
support memt)er. 

In particular, as illustrated In Figs. 17 and 17a-17c, the expandable tubular 
memt>er 120 may then be radially expanded using ttie apparatus 800 by injecting a 
fluldlc material 275 into the apparatus through the passages 805a, 810a. 81 5a. and 
820a. The injection of the fluldlc material 275 may pressurize the InterfcM- 120a of the 
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expandable tubular member 120. In addition, because the packer cup assemblies. 840 
and 850, seal off an annular region 120aa below the packer cup assemblies between 
the expandable tubular member 120 and the tubular support mennber 815. the injection 
of the fluidic material 275 may also pressurize the annular region. 

The continued injedran of the fluWic material 275 may then pressurize the 
interior 120a of the expandable tubular member 120 thereby plastically defomting and 
radially expanding the expandable tubular member off of the expansion cone segments 
825. Because the outer surfaces. 825bb and 825bc. of the expansion cone segments 
825 are tapered, the plastic defonnation and radial expansion of the expandable 
tubular member 120 proximate the expansion cone segments is facilitated. 
Furthenrwe. in an exemplary embodiment, the continued injection of the fluidic 
material 275 also pressurizes the annular region 120aa defined between the Interior 
surface of the expandable tubular member 120 and the exterior surface of the tubular 
support member 815 that is bounded on the upper end by the packer cup assembly 
840 and on the tower end by the expansion cone segments 825. Furthermore, in an 
exemplary embodiment, the pressurization of the annular region 120aa also radially 
expands at least a portkm of the surrounding portkwn of the expandable tubular member 
120. In this manner, the plastic deformatkxi and radial expanston of the expandable 
tubular member 120 is enhanced. Furthennore. during operation of the apparatus 300, 
the packer cup assemblies 840 and 850 prevent the pressurized fluklic materia! 275 
from passing above and beyond the packer cup assemblies and thereby define the 
length of the pressurized annular region 120aa. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
pressurization of the annular region 120aa decreases the operating pressures required 
for plastk: defomuition and radial expanston of the expandabto tubular member 120 by 
as much as 50% and also reduces the angte of attack of the tapered external surfaces, 
82Sbb and 825bc of the expansion cone segments 825. 

The radial expansion of the expandabto tubutor member 1 20 nwy then continue 
until the upper end 120b of the expandable tubutor member is radially mpanded and 
ptastlcally deformed atong with the overiapping portton of the wellbore casing 110. 
Because the expanston cone segments 825 may be adjustably positioned from an 
outsWe dtonwter less than the inside diameter of the expandabto tubular member 120 
to an outside diameter substontially equal to the inside diameter of the pre-existing 
casing 1 10, the resulting wellbore casing, including the casing 110 and the radially 
expanded tubular member 120, created by the operation of the apparatus 800 may 
have a singte substantially constant inside diameter tttereby provkiing a mono-diameter 
waHbore casing. 
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During the radial expansion process, the expansion cone segments 825 may be 
raised out of the expanded portion of the tubular member 120 by applying an upward 
axial force to the tubular support member 815. In a preferred embodiment, during the 
radial expansion process, the expansion cone segments 825 are raised at 
5 approximately the same rate as the tubular member 120 is expanded in order to keep 
the tubular member stationary relative to the new wellbore section 115. 

in a preferred embodiment, when the upper end portion of the expandable 
tubular member 120 and the lower portion of the wellbore casing 1 10 that overlap with 
one another are plastically deformed and radially expanded by the expansion cone 
10 segments 825, the expanston cone segments are displaced out of the wellbore 100 by 
both the operating pressure within the interior of the tubular member 120 and a 
upwardly directed axial force applied to the tubular support member 405. 

In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure and flow rate of the fluidic 
material 275 is controliably ramped down when the expansion cone segments 825 
1 5 reach the upper end portion of the expandable tubular member 120. In this manner, 
the sudden release of pressure caused by the complete radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the expandable tubular member 120 off of the expansion cone 
segments 825 can be minimized. In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure is 
reduced in a substantially linear feshion from 100% to about 10% during the end of the 
20 extrusion process beginning when the expanston cone segments 825 are within about 
5 feet from oompletion of the extrusion process. 

Alternatively, or in combinatton, the wall thiclcness of the upper end portion of 
the expandable tubular member 120 is tapered in order to gradually reduce the 
required operating pressure for plastically defomning and radially expanding the upper 
25 end portion of the tubular member. In this manner, shock toading of the apparahis is at 
least reduced. 

AKematively, or in combination, a shock absort>er is provided in the tubular 
support member 805 in order to absort? the shock caused by the sudden release of 
pressure. The shock absorber may comprise, for example, any conventional 
30 commercially available shock absorber, bumper sub, or jars adapted for use in wellbore 
operations. 

Altematively, or in combination, an expansion cone catching structure is 
provided in the upper end portion of the expandable tubular member 120 in order to 
catch or at least decelerate tine expansion cone segments 825. 
35 Altematively, or in combination, during the radial expansion process, an upward 

axial force is applied to the tubular support member 815 suffictent to plastically defonm 
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and radially expand the tubular member 120 off of the external surfaces, 225bb and 
225bc, of the expansion cone segments 825. 

Altematively, or in combination, in order to fadlitate the pressurization of the 
interior 120a of the expandable tubular member by the injection of the fluidic materials 
5 275, the region within the wellt>ore section 115 below the apparatus 800 may be 
fluididy sealed off in a convention manner using, for example, a packer. 

Once the radial expansion process is completed, the tubular support member 
805, the tubular support member 810, the tubular support member 815, the end stop 
820, the expansion cone segments 825, the split ring collar 830, the dog assembly 835, 
10 the packer cup assembly 840. the spacer 845, and the packer cup assembly 850 are 
renwved from the wellbores 100 and 1 15. 

If the expansion cone segments 825 become lodged within the expandable 
tubular member 120 during the radial expansion process, then a ball 280 may be 
placed in the throat 81 5aa of the passage 81 5a of the tubular support member 81 5. 
1 5 The continued injection of the fluidic material 275 following the placement of the ball 
280 in the throat 81 Sea of the passage 815a of tiie tubular support member will then 
pressurize the radial passage 815b and an annular portion 835^a of the oounterbore 
835fg. As a result of the pressurization of the annular portion 835^a of the 
counterix>re 83Sfg, the tubular sleeve 835f, the pin 835b, the retaining ring 835c, the 
20 ring 835d, the spring 835e, and ttie tubular sleeve 835a of the dog assembly 835, and 
the split ring collar 830 are driven backward thereby displacing the expansion cone 
segments 825 backwards in the axial direction away from ttie end stop 820. In tttis 
manner, the outside diameter of the expanston cone segments 825 is thereby reduced 
and Uie apparatus 800 may then'be removed from the expandable tubular member 
25 120. 

Refening now to Figs. 18a. 18b, 18c. and 18d, an embodiment of an adjustable 
expansion cone assembly 900 will be described. The assembly 900 includes a tubular 
support member 905 that defines a passage 905a and includes an expansion cone 
support flange assembly 905b that is coupled to an end stop 910 tiiat defines a 

30 passage 910a. The expansion cone support flange assembly 905b includes a first 
tubular end 905ba. a second tubular end 905bb, and an intermediate hexagonal 
conical tubular body 905bc that includes a plurality of substantially identical and equally 
spaced apart expansion cone segment support slots 905bcaa-905bcaf on each of the 
facets of Uie hexagonal tubular body. 

35 A plurality of first expanston cone segments 915a-915c are provkled that 

include T*shaped retaining members 915aa-915ca that mate witti and are movably 



55 



received within the T-shaped slots 905bcaa. 905bcac, and 905bcae of the hexagonal 
conical tubular body 905bc of the expansion cone support assembly 905b, T-shaped 
retaining members 915ab-915cb. exterior top surfaces 915ac-915cc. exterior top 
surfaces 915ad-915cd. exterior top surfaces 915ae-915ce, exterior top surfaces 915af- 
915cf. and exterior top surfaces 915ag-915cg. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
exterior top surfaces 915ac-915cc and the exterior top surfaces 915ad-915cd are 
arcuate conical surfaces In which the angle of attack of the exterior top surfaces 91 5ao- 
91 Sec is greater than the angle of attack of the exterior top surfaces 91 5ad-91 5od. 

A phjraUty of second expansion cone segments 920a-920c. that are interteaved 
with and complementary shaped to the first expanston cone segments 91 5a-91 5c, are 
also provided that include T-shaped retaining members 920aa-920ca that mate with 
and are movably received within the T-shaped slots QOSbcab. 905bcad, and 905bcaf of 
the hexagonal conical tubular body 905bc of the expansion cone support assembly 
905b, T-shaped retaining members 920ab-920cb. exterior top surfeces 920ac-920cc. 
exterior top surfaces 920ad-920cd, exterior top surfaces 920ae-920ce. exterior top 
suffaoes 920af-920cf, and exterior top surfaces 920ag-920og. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the exterior top surfaces 920ao-920cc and the exterior top surfaces 
920ad-920cd are arcuerte conical surfeoes In which the angle of attack of the exterior 
top surfeces 920ao-920cc Is greater than the an^ of attack of the exterior top 
surfaces 920ad-g20od. 

A spilt ring collar 925 is provkled that defines a passage 925a for receiving the 
tubular support member 905 that includes an L-shaped retaining member 925b at one 
end and another end of the split ring collar 9^ includes T-shaped stots, 925c, g25d, 
925e. 925f, 925g. and 925h, for mating with and reoehnng the T-shaped retaining 
members. 915ab, 920ab, 915bb, 920bb. 915cb. and 920cb. of the expansion cone 
segments, 915a, 920a, 915b, 920b, 915c, and 920c, respectively. A tubular sleeve 930 
is provided that defines a passage 930a for receiving the tubular support member 905 
and that also includes a sk>t 930b for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining 
member 925b of the split ring collar 925. 

During operation of the assembly 900. as Illustrated in Figs. 18a, 18b. 18c. and 
18d. in an unexpanded position, the expansion cone segments, 915a, 915b, 915c, 
915d, 920a, 920b. 920c, and 920d are positioned adjacent to the base of the 
hexagonal conical tubular body 905bc of the expanston oone support flange 905b away 
from the end stop 910. In thte manner, the outside dianieter of the expanston cone 
segments is less than or equal to the maximum outsMe diameter of the assembly. 
Furthemiore, in the unexpanded position, the expanston oone segments. 915a, 915b, 



56 

and 91 5c. are positioned further away from the end stop 910 than the expansion cone 
segments, 920a, 920b, and 920c. 

As illustrated in Figs. 19 and 19a, the assennbly 900 may then be expanded by 
displacing the tubular sleeve 930 and the split ring collar 925 in the axial direction 
5 towards the expansion cone segnoent support members 705bb. As a result, the 
expansion cone segments. 915a, 915b, 915c, 920a, 920b, 920c, are driven up the 
hexagonal conical tubular body 905bc of the expansion cone support flange 905b until 
the expansion cone segments impact the end stop 910. In this manner, the outside 
diameter of the expansion segments. 915a. 915b, 915c, 920a, 920b, and 920c, is 

10 greater than the maximum diameter of the remaining components of the assembly 900. 
Furthermore, the conical outer surfaces, 91 Sac. 915bc. 915cc, 920ac, 920bc, and 
920cc, and the conical outer surfaces, 91 Sad, 915bd, 915cd, 920ad. 920bd, and 920cd 
of the expansion cone segnrients. 915a. 915b, 915c, 920a, 920b, and 920c, 
respectively, may now be used to radially expand a tubular member. In an exemplary 

1 5 embodiment, the outer conical surfaces, 91 Sac, 91 5bc, 91 5cc, 920ac, 920bc. and 

920cc. and the conical outer surfaces, 915ad, 915bd, 91Scd, 920dd, 920bd, and 920cd 
of the expansion cone segments, 915a, 915b, 915c, 920a, 920b, and 920c, 
respectively, in the expanded position of the assembiy 900, provide a subistantially 
continuous outer conical sur^K^es in the cbx:unrtferential direction. Furthermore, note 

20 that in the expanded position of the assembly 900. the first set of expansion cone 
segments, 91Sa, 915b, and 915c. are brought Into alignment with the second set of 
expansion cone segments, 920a, 920b, and 920c. 

The assembly 900 may then be returned to the unexpended position by 
displacing the tubular sleeve 930 and the split ring collar 925 in the axial direction away 

25 from the end stop 910. As a result, the expansion cone segments. 915a, 915b, 91 Sc, 
920a, 920b. and 920c. are displaced away from the end top 910, down the conical 
hexagonal tubular member 905bc and thereby are retumed to a position in which the 
outside diameter of the expansion cone segments is less than or equal to the maximum 
diameter of the remaining components of the assembly 900. 

30 In several alternative embodiments, the assembly 900 is incorporated into the 

assemblies 200, 300, 400, and 800. 

Refening to Fig. 20a, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 
1000 includes intertocking expansion cone segments, 1000a, 1000b, 1000c, lOOOd, 
lOOOe, and lOOOf. 
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Referring to Fig. 20b. an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 
1100 includes interlocking expansion oone segments, 1100a, 1100b, 1100c, llOOd, 
1100b, and 1100f. 

Referring to Fig. 20c, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 
5 1200 includes interiocking expansion cone segments, 1200a, 1200b, 1200c, 1200d, 
1200e, and 1200f. 

Referring to Rg. 20d, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 
1300 includes interiocking expanston cone segments, 1300a, 1300b, 1300c, 1300d, 
1300e.and 1300f. 

10 Referring to Fig. 20e, an embodiment of an expanston cone segment assembly 

1400 includes interiocking expansion cone segments. 1400a, 1400b, 1400c, 1400d, 
1400e. and 1400f. 

Referring to Fig. 20f, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 
1500 includes interiocking expansion cone segments, 1500a. 1500b, 1500c, 1500d, 
15 1500e,and1S00f. 

Refening to Fig. 20g, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 
1600 includes interiocking expanston cone segments. 1600a, 1600b. 1600c, 1600d. 
1600e.and1600r. 

Referring to Fig. 20h. an embodiment of an expanston cone segment assembly 
20 1700 includes interiocking expanston cone segments, 1700a, 1700b, 1700c. 1700d, 
1700e.and1700f. 

Referring to Fig. 20i. an embodiment of an expanston cone segment assembly 
1800 includes interiocking expansion cone segments, IBOOa, 1800b. 1800c. IBOOd. 
1800e.and ISOOf. 

25 Refening to Rg. 20j, an embodiment of an expanston cone segment assembly 

1900 includes interiocking expansion cone segments, 1900a, 1900b, 1900c, 1900d, 
1900e, and 1900f. 

Referring to Fig. 20k. an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 
2000 includes interiocking expansion cone segments, 2000a, 2000b. 2000c, 2000d, 
30 2000e, and 2000f. 

Referring to Fig. 201, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 
2100 includes interiocking expansion cone segments. 2100a, 2100b, 2100c, 2100d. 
2100e,and2100f. 

Referring to Fig. 20m, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 
35 2200 includes interiocking expansion cone segments, 2200a. 2200b, 2200c, 2200d, 
2200e. and 2200f. 
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The expansion cone segment assemblies 1000, 1100. 1200. 1300. 1400, 1500. 

1600, 1700, 1800. 1900, 2000, 2100, and 2200 provide enhanced operational 

properties such as. for example, efficient radial expansion of expandable tubular 

members and durability during operation. 
5 In several alternative embodiments, Uie design and operational features of the 

apparatus 200, 300, 400, 500. 600. 700. 800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200. 1300, 1400. 

1500. 1600, 1700, 1800, 1900, 2000, 2100, and 2200 may be combined, in whole or in 

part, and/or the design and operational elements of ttie apparatus 200. 300. 400, 500. 

600. 700. 800. 900, 1000. 1100, 1200. 1300. 1400, 1500, 1600. 1700. 1800, 1900, 
10 2000. 2100. and 2200 may be interspersed among each other. 

In several alternative embodiments, the apparatus 200. 300, 400, 500, 600, 

700. 800, 900, and 1000, 1100. 1200. 1300. 1400, 1500, 1600. 1700. 1800. 1900. 

2000, 21 00. and 2200 may be used to form or repair wellbore casings, pipelines, or 

structural supports. 

1 5 In several alternative embodiments, the apparatus 200, 300. 400. 500. 600. 

700. 800, 900. 1000. 1100. 1200. 1300. 1400, 1500. 1600. 1700. 1800. 1900. 2000. 
2100. and 2200 include two or more expansion cone segmer^ that may be movably 
support and guided on a tapered expansion cone support body that may, for example, 
be conical, or may be a muHI-sided body. 

20 In several altemative embodiments, the design and operation of the apparatus 

200, 300. 400. 500. 600. 700. 800. 900. 1000. 1100. 1200. 1300. 1400. 1500. 1600. 
1700, 1800, 1900. 2000, 2100. and 2200 are provided substantially as disclosed In one 
or more of the following: (1) U.S. patenit application serial no. 09/454.139. attorney 
docket no. 25791.03.02. filed on 12/3/1999. (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 

25 09/510.913. attorney docket no. 25791.7.02. filed on 2/23/2000, (3) U.S. patent 

application serial no. 09/502,350. attorney docket no. 25791 . 8.02, ^ed on 2/10/2000. 
(4) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338. attomey docket no. 25791.9.02. filed 
on 11/15/1999. (5) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523,460. attomey docket no. 
25791 .1 1 .02, filed on 3/10/2000. (6) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/512.895, 

30 attomey docket no. 25791 .12.02. filed on 2/24/2000. (J) U.S. patent application serial 
no. 09/51 1 ,941 , attomey docket no. 25791 .16.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (8) U.S. patent 
application serial no. 09/588,946. attomey docket no. 25791.17.02, filed on 6/7^000. 
(9) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/559.122, attomey docket no. 25791.23.02. filed 
on 4/26^000. (10) PCT patent application serial no. PCT/USOO/18635. attonoey docket 

35 no. 25791 .25.02, filed on 7/9/2000. (1 1 ) U.S. provisfonal patent application serial no. 
60/162,671. attomey docket no. 25791.27. filed on 11/1/1999. (12) U.S. provlsfonal 
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patent application serial no. 60/154.047, attorney docket no. 25791 .29. filed on 
9/16/1999, (13) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159.082, attorney 
docket no. 25791.34, filed on 10/12/1999. (14) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/159,039. attorney docket no. 25791.36, filed on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. 

5 provisional patent application serial no. 60/1 59,033. attorney docket no. 25791 .37. filed 
on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. provistonal patent application serial no. 60/212,359. attorney 
docket no. 25791.38. filed on 6/19/2000. (17) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/165,228. attorney docket no. 25791.39. filed on 1 1/12/1999. (18) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/221.443. attorney docket no. 25791.45, filed 

10 on 7/28/2000. (19) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221 ,645. attorney 
docket no. 25791.46. filed on 7/28/2000. (20) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/233,638, attorney docket no. 25791.47. filed on 9/18/2000, (21) U.S. provistonal 
patent application serial no. 60/237,334, attorney docket no. 25791.48, filed on 
10/2/2000, (22) U.S. provistonal patent appltoation serial no. 60/270,007, attorney 

15 docket no. 25791.50. filed on 2/20/2001; and (23) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/262.434, attorney docket no. 25791.51. filed on 1/17/2001; and (24) U.S. 
provistonal patent application serial no. 60/259,486, attorney docket no. 25791.52, fited 
on 1/3/2001, ttie disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member has been described that 

20 Includes a tubular support member that includes a first tubular support body defining a 
longitudinal passage, a first lug coupled to and extending from the first tubular support 
body in the radial direction, a second lug coupled to and extending firom the first tubular 
support body in ttie radial direction, and an expansion cone support body coupled to 
ttie first tubular support body. The expansion cone support body includes an N-sided 

25 tapered tubular support member, wherein each side of the multi-skied tapered tubular 
support member defines a T*shaped slot N expansion cone segments are movably 
coupled to the expansion cone support body, each including an expansion cone 
segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces, a first T-shaped retaining 
member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the 

30 expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the 
expanston cone support body, and a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to 
ttie expansion cone segment body. A split ring collar assembly is movably coupled to 
ttie exterior of the tubular support member ttiat includes a second tubular support body 
defining N T-shaped slots for movably receiving coaesponding ones of the second T- 

35 shaped retaining members of ttie expansion cone segments, and an L-shaped 
retaining member coupled to ttie second tubular support body. A first drag block 
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assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a first drag 
block body defining a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member 
of the split ring collar, and a first J-shaped slot for receiving the first lug, and one or 
more first drag blocks coupled to the first drag block body. A second drag block 
5 assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that Includes a second 
drag block body defining a second J-shaped slot for receiving the second lug, and one 
or more second drag blocks coupled to the second drag block body. First and second 
packer cups are coupled to the tubular support member between the first and second 
drag block assemblies. 

10 ' An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular memt>er has also been described 
that includes a tubular support member that includes a first tubular support body 
defining a longitudinal passage, a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body, 
a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a first tapered flange coupled 
to the first tubular support body, a second tapered flange coupled to the first tubular 

15 support body, and an expanston cone support body coupled to the first tubular support 
body. The expanston cone support body includes an N-^lded tapered tubular support 
member, wherein each sMe of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines 
a T-shaped sk)t. N expansion cone segments are movably coupled to the expansion 
cone support body, each including an expansk>n cone segment body including arcuate 

20 conical outer surfaces, a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion 
cone segment body for movably coupling the expansion oone segment body to a 
oonresponding one of the T^haped stots of the expanston oone support body, and a 
second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body. A 
split ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member that 

25 includes a second tubular support body that defines N T-shaped stots for movably 
receiving oonresponding ones of the second T-shaped retaining members of the 
expansion cone segments, and an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second 
tubular support body. A first collet assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support 
member that includes a first tubular sleeve that defines a slot for receiving and mating 

30 with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar, a first oountertx)re for 
receiving the first fiange, and a first radial passage, a first spring received v^thin the 
first counterbore. a first retaining rir^ received within the first counterbore, a first load 
transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending through the first radial 
passage, a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin, a first resilient 

35 collet coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned above the first tapered 
flange, and a third tubular sleeve coupled to the first resilient collet A second collet 
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assembly is movably cx>upled to the tubular support member that includes a fourth 
tubular sleeve that defirtes a second counterbore for receiving the second flange, and a 
second radial passage, a second spring received within the second counterbore, a 
second retaining ring received within the second counterisore, a second load transfer 

5 pin coupled to the second retaining ring and extending through the second radial 
passage, a fifth tubular sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pin, a second 
resilient collet coupled to the fifth tubular sleeve and positioned above the second 
tapered flange, and a sixth tubular sleeve coupled to the second resilient collet. First 
and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between the first and 

10 second collet assennblies. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member has also been described 
that includes a tubular support member that includes a first tubular support body 
defining a tongitudinal passage, a first radial passage defined in the first tubular support 
body fluidlcty coupled to the longitudinal passage, a first flange coupled to the first 

1 5 tubular support body, a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a first 
tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a second tapered fiange 
coupled to the first tubular support body, and an expansion cone support body coupled 
to the first tubular support body. The expansion cone support body includes an N- 
sided tapered tubular support nriember, wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered 

20 tubular support mennber defines a T-shaped slot N expansion cone segments are 
movably ooi4>led to the expanston cone support body, each including an expansion 
cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces, a first T-shaped retaining 
member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the 
expansion cone segment body to a conresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the 

25 expansion cone support body, and a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to 
the expansion cone segment body. A split ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior 
of the tubular support member that includes a second tubular support body that defines 
N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second T-shaped 
retaining members of the expansion cone segments, and an L-shaped retaining 

30 member coupled to the second tubular support body. A first dog assembly is movably 
coupled to the tubular support member that includes a first tubular sleeve that defines a 
slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining m^ber of the split ring collar, 
a first counterbore for receiving the first flange, arKl a second radial passage, a first 
spring received within the first counterbore, a first retaining ring received within the first 

35 counterbore, a first load transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending 
through the second radial passage, and a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first 
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load transfer pin that defines a second cx>unterbore for receiving tlie first tubular sleeve, 
a first resilient dog coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the 
first tapered flange. A second dog assembly is nrtovably coupled to the tubular support 
member that includes a third tubular sleeve that defines a second counterbore for 
5 receiving the second flange, a third radial passage, and a fourth radial passage fiuididy 
coupled to the first radial passage, a second spring received within the second 
counterbore. a second retaining ring received within the second counterbore, a second 
load transfer pin coupled to the second retaining ring and extending through the third 
radial passage, a fourth tubular sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pin, and a 

10 second resilient dog coupled to the fourth tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the 
second tapered flange. First and second padcer cups are coupled to the tubular 
support member between the first and second dog assemblies. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular nnember has also been described 
that indudes a tubular support member that fndudes a first tubular support body 

15 defining a longitudinal passage induding a throat passage, a first radial passage 

defined in the first tubular support body fluldicly coupled to the longitudinal passage, a 
first flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a second flange coupled to the first 
tubular support body that defines a second radial passage defined in the second flange 
fiuididy coupled to the longitudinal passage, a tapered flange coupled to the first 

20 tubular support body, and an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular 
support body. The expansion cone support body indudes an N-stded tapered tubular 
support member, wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support mennber 
defines a T-shaped slot. N expansion cone segments are movably coupled to the 
expansion cone support body, each induding an expansion cone segment body 

25 induding arcuate conical outer surfaces, a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to 
the expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the expanston cone segment 
body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support 
body, and a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 
segment body. A split ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular 

30 support member that indudes a second tubular support body that defines N T-shaped 
slots for movably receiving conresporKlIng ones of the second T-shaped retaining 
members of the expansion cone segments, and an Ushaped retaining memt)er 
coupled to the second tubular support body. A dog assembly is movably coupled to 
the tubular support member that indudes a first tubular sleeve that defines a slot for 

35 receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar, a first 
cowterbore for receiving the first flange, and a third radial passage, a spring received 
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within the first countert)ore, a retaining ring received within the first counterbore, a load 
transfer pin coupled to the retaining ring and extending through the third radial 
passage, a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin that defines a 
first counterbore for receiving the first tubular sleeve, a second counterbore for 

5 receiving and mating with the tapered flange, and includes a third flange that defines a 
third countert>ore for receiving the second flange, a fourth countertx)re for receiving the 
second flange, and a fourth radial passage, and a resilient dog coupled to the second 
tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the tapered flange. First and second packer 
cups are coupled to the tubular support nnember between the resilient dog and the third 

10 flange. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes 
a tubular support member that includes a tubular support body and an expansion cone 
support body coupled to the tubular support body. The expansion cone support body 
includes an N-sided tapered tubular support member, wherein each side of the multi- 

15 sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped stot. N expansion cone 
segments are movably coupled to the expansion cone support body« each including an 
expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces, a first T- 
shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably 
coupling the expansion cone segrrient body to a conesponding one of the T-shaped 

20 slots of the expansion cone support body, and a second T-shaped retaining member 
coupled to the expansion cone segment body. A split ring collar is movably coupled to 
the exterior of the tubular support member that includes a second tubular support body 
that defines N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second 
T-shaped retaining members of the expansion cone segments, and an L-shaped 

25 retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body. A tubular actuating 
sleeve is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a third tubular 
support body that defines a slot for receiving and mating with the L^haped retaining 
member of the split ring collar. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes 

30 a tubular support member that includes a first tubular support t)ody, and an expansion 
cone support body coupled to the tubular support body. The expansion cone support 
body includes a tapered tubular support member defining N stepped slots. An 
expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
includes a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support 

35 body defining an L-shaped slot, and N expansion cone segments extending from the 
second tubular support member. Each expansion cone segment includes a resilient 
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collet coupled to the second tubular support member, an expansion cone segment 
body coupled to the resilient collet including arcuate conical outer surfaces, and a 
retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably coupling 
the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the stepped slots of the 
5 expansion cone support body. A split ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior of 
the tubular support member that includes a third tubular support body, a first L-shaped 
retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating with the L- 
shaped slot of the second tubular support body of the expansion cone assembly, and a 
second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular body. A tubular 

10 actuating sleeve is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a third 
tubular support body that defines a slot for receiving and mating with the second L- 
shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes 
a tubular support member that includes a first tubular support body, and an expansion 

1 5 cone support body coupled to the tubular support body. The expansion cone support 
body includes a tapered tubular support nnember defining N slots. An expansion cone 
assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a second 
tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body defining an L- 
shaped slot and N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular 

20 support member. Each expansion cone segment includes a resilient collet coupled to 
the second tubular support member, an expansion cone segment body coupled to the 
resilient collet including arcuate conical outer surfaces, and a retaining member 
coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone 
segment body to a corresponding one of the slots of the expansion cone support body. 

25 A split ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member that 
includes a third tubular support body, a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the 
third tubular support body for mating with the L-shaped slot of the second tubular 
support txxiy, and a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support body. A tubular actuating sleeve is nfK>vably coupled to the tubular support 

30 member that includes a thinj tubular support body that defines a slot for receiving and 
mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes 
a tubular support member that includes a first tubular support body, and an expansion 
cone support body coupled to the tubular support body. The expansion cone support 

35 body includes a tapered tubular support member defining N slots. An expansion cone 
assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a second 



65 



tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body defining an L- 
shaped slot. first expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular 
support member, and N/2 second expansion cone segments extending from the 
second tubular member. Each first expansion cone segment includes a first resilient 

5 collet coupled to the second tubular support member, a first expansion cone segment 
body coupled to the resilient collet including arcuate conical outer surfaces, and a first 
retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably coupling 
the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the slots of the expansion 
cone support body. Each second expanston cone segment includes a second resilient 

10 collet coupled to the second tubular support member, a second expansion cone 

segment body coupled to the resilient collet including arcuate conical outer surfaces, 
and a second retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the 
slots Of the expansion cone support body. The second expansion cone segments 

1 5 overiap and are interleaved with the first expansion cone segments. A split ring collar 
is movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support memt>er that includes a third 
tubular support body, a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support body for mating with L-shaped slot of the second tubular support body, and a 
second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body. A 

20 tubular actuating sleeve is movably coupled to the tubular support member that 

includes a third tubular support body that defines a slot for receiving and mating with 
the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes 
a tubular support member that Includes a first tubular support body, and an expansion 

25 cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body. The expansion cone 
support body includes an N-sided tapered tubular support mennber, wherein each side 
of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped slot. N/2 first 
expansion cone segments are movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, 
each including a first expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer 

30 surfaces, a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion cone 
segment body for movably coupling Vhe first expansbn cone segment txxJy to a 
corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support t>ody. and a 
second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion cone segment body. 
N/2 second expansion cone segments are also movably coupled to the expansion cone 

35 support body, each including a second expansion cone segment body including 
arcuate conical outer suriboes, a third T-shapM retaining member coupled to the 
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second expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the second expansbn 
cone segment body to a con^sponding one of the T*shaped slots of the expansion 
cone support body, and a fourth T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion 
cone segment body. The first and second expansion cone segments are interleaved. 
5 The first expansion cone segment bodies are complementary shaped with respect to 
the second expansion cone segment bodies. A split ring collar assembly is movably 
coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member that includes a second tubular 
support body that defines N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones 
of the second and fourth T-shaped retaining members of the interleaved first and 

10 second expansion cone segntents, and an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the 
second tubular support body. A tubular actuating sleeve movably coupled to the 
tubular support member that includes a third tubular support body that defines a slot for 
receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member has also been described 

1 5 that includes a tubular support member that includes a first tubular support body 
defining a longitudinal passage, a first lug coupled to and extending from the first 
tubular support body in the radial direction, and a second lug coupled to and extending 
from the first tubular support body in the radial direction. An adjustable expansion cone 
assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member. A first drag block 

20 assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a first drag 
block body coupled to the adjustable expanston cone assembly that defines: a first J- 
shaped stot for receiving the first lug, and one or more first drag btocks coupled to the 
first drag btock body. A second drag btock assembly is movably coupled to the tubular 
support member that includes a siscond drag bk>ck body that defines: a second J- 

25 shaped sbt for receiving the second lug, and one or more second drag blocks coupled 
to the second drag btock body. First and second packer cups are coupled to the 
tubular support member between the first and second drag block assemblies. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member has also been described 
that includes a tubular support member that includes a first tubular support body 

30 defining a longitudinal passage, a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body, 
a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a first tapered flange coupled 
to the first tubular support body, and a second tapered flange coupled to the first 
tubular support body. An adjustable expansion oone assembly is movably coupled to 
the tubular support member. A first collet assembly is movably coupled to the tubular 

35 support member that includes a first tubular sleeve coupled to the adjustable expansion 
cone assembly and defines a first countertxm for receiving the first flange, and a first 
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radial passage, a first spring received within the first counterbore, a first retaining ring 
received within the first counterbore. a first load transfer pin coupled to the first 
retaining ring and extending through the first radial passage, a second tubular sleeve 
coupled to the first load transfer pin, a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 
5 sleeve and positioned above the first tapered flange, and a third tubular sleeve coupled 
to the first resilient collet A second collet assembly is movably coupled to the tubular 
support member that Includes a fourth tubular sleeve that defines: a second 
counterbore for receiving the second flange, and a second radial passage, a second 
spring received within the second counterbore, a second retaining ring received within 

10 the second countertx)re, a second load transfer pin coupled to the second retaining 
ring and extending through the second radial passage, a fifth tubular sleeve coupled to 
the second load transfer pin» a second resilient collet coupled to the fifth tubular sleeve 
and positioned above the second tapered flange, and a sixth tubular sleeve coupled to 
the second resilient collet. First and second packer cups are coupled to the tubular 

15 support member between the first and second collet assemblies. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member has also been described 
that includes a tubular support member that includes a first tubular support body 
defining a longitudinal passage, a first radial passage defined in the first tubular support 
body fluididy coupled to the longitudinal passage, a first flange coupled to the first 

20 tubular support body, a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a first 
tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body, arKi a second tapered flange 
coupled to the first tubular support body. An adjustable expansion cone assembly is 
movably coupled to the tubular support member. A first dog assembly is movably 
coupled to the tubular support member that includes a first tubular sleeve coupled to 

25 the adjustable expansion cone assembly that defines: a first counterbore for receiving 
the first flange, and a second radial passage, a first spring received within the first 
counteritX)re, a first retaining ring received within the first counterixm, a first load 
transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending through the second radial 
passage, a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin that defines: a 

30 second counterbore for receiving the first tubular sleeve, a first resilient dog coupled to 
the second tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the first tapered flange. A second 
dog assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a third 
tubular sleeve that defines a second counterbore for receiving the second flange, a 
third radial passage, and a fourth radial passage fluididy coupled to the first radial 

35 passage, a second spring received within the second countert)ore, a second retaining 
ring received within the second counterbore, a second load transfer pin coupled to the 
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second retaining ring and extending through the third radial passage, a fourth tubular 
sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pin, a second resilient dog coupled to the 
fourth tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the second tapered flange. First and 
second packer cups are coupled to the tubular support member between the first and 
5 second dog assemblies. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member has also been described 
that includes a tubular support member that includes a first tubular support body 
defining a longitudinal passage including a throat passage, a first radial passage 
defined in the first tubular support body fluidicly coupled to the longitudinal passage, a 

10 first flange coupled to the first tubular support body, and a second flange coupled to the 
first tubular support body that defines: a second radial passage defined in the second 
flange fluidicly coupled to the tongitudinal passage. An adjustable expansion cone 
assembly is nwvably coupled to the tubular support member A dog assembly is 
movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a first tubular sleeve 

15 coupled to the adjustable expanston cone assembly that defines a first counterbore for 
recehrtng the first flange* and a third radial passage, a spring received within the first 
counterbore. a retaining ring received within the first counterbore, a load transfer pin 
coupled to the retaining ring and extending through the third radial passage, a second 
tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin that defines: a first counterbore for 

20 receiving the first tubular sleeve, a second counterbore for receiving and PDating with 
the tepered flange, and includes a third flange that defines a third countert>ore for 
receiving the second flange, a fourth counterit>ore for receiving the second flange, and 
a fourth radial passage, and a resilient dog coupled to the second tubular sleeve and 
positioned adjacent to the tepered flange. First and second packer cups are coupled to 

25 the tubular support mervtoer between the resilient dog and the third flange. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member has also been described 
that includes a tubular support member, an adjusteble expansion cone assembly 
movably coupled to the tubular support member, and means for adjusting the 
adjusteble expansion cone assembly. 

30 An adjusteble expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes 

a tubular support member. An adjustable expansion cone is movably coupled to the 
tubular support member that includes a plurality of expansion cone segments, and 
mear^s for guiding the expansion cone segments on the tubular support member. The 
assembly further includes means for adjusting the adjusteble expansion cone. 

35 A method of operating an adjusteble expansion cone assembly Including a 

plurality of expansion cone segments has also been described that includes guiding the 
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expansion cone segments on a tapered body» and controHably displacing the 
expansion cone segments along the tapered txxiy. 

A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly including a 
plurality of expansion cone segments has also been described that includes guiding the 
5 expansion cone segments on a mutti-sided tapered body, interlocking the expansion 
cone segments, and controHably displacing the expansion cone segments along the 
tapered body. 

A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly including a 
plurality of expansion cone segments has also been described that includes resiliently 

10 guiding the expanston cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body, guiding each of 
the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in the circumferential direction, 
interlocking the expansion cone segments, and controHably displacing the expansion 
cone segments along the tapered body. 

A method of operating an adjustable expanston cone assembly including a 

1 5 plurality of expansion cone segments has also been described that includes dividing 
the expansion cone segments into first and second groups of expansk)n cone 
segments, interieaving the first and second groups of expanston cone segments, 
overlapping the first and second groups of expansion cone segments, resiliently 
guiding the expanston cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body, guMing each of 

20 the expansion cone segments on opposite sMes in the drcunrferentlal directibn, and 
controHably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly including a 
phjrality of expansion cone segnronts has also been described that includes dividing 
the expanston cone segments into first and second groups of expansion cone 

25 segments, interieaving the first and second groups of expansion cone segments, 

guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body, and controHably 
displacing the expanston cone segments along the tapered body while also relatively 
displacing the first and second groups of expansion cone segments in opposite 
directions. 

30 A method of plastically defomiing and radially expanding an expandable tubular 

member using an apparatus including a tubular support member, an adjustable 
expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member, and an 
actuator nrK)vably coupled to the tubular support member for adjusting the adjustable 
expansion cone assembly, has also been described that includes coupling a first end of 

35 the expandable tubular member to a tubular structure, locking the actuator to the 
tubular support member of the apparatus, inserting the apparatus into the first end of 
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the expandable tubular member, moving the actuator and the adjustable expansion 
cone assembly of the apparatus out of the second end of the expandable tubular 
member, reinserting the actuator of the apparatus into the second end of the 
expandable tubular member, unlocking the actuator from the tubular support member 
5 of the apparatus, rotating the actuator relative to the tubular support member of the 
apparatus, and increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone 
assembly by moving the tubular support member relative to the actuator, the adjustable 
expansion cone assembly and the expandable tubular member, and plastically 
deforming and radially expanding the expandable tubular member by moving the 

10 adjustable expansion cone assembly through the expandable tubular member. 

A method of plastically defomiing and radially expanding an expandable tubular 
member using an apparatus including a tubular support member, an adjustable 
expansion cone assembly movabiy coupled to the tubular support member, and an 
iactuator movably coupled to the tubular support member for adjusting the adjustable 

15 expansion cone assembly, has also been described that indudee coupling a first end of 
the expandable tubular memi>er to a tubular structure, inserting the apparatus into the 
first end of the expandable tubular member In a first direction, displacing the actuator of 
the apparatus in a second direction opposite to the first direction, applying a resilient 
biasing force to the adjustable expansion cone assembly in the second direction, 

20 moving the actuator and the adjustable expansion cone assembly of the apparatus out 
of the second end of the expandable tubular member, reinserting the actuator of the 
apparatus into the second end of the expandable tubular member in the second 
direction, increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone assembly 
by displacing the actuator and the adjustable expansion cone assembly relative to the 

25 expandable tubular member in the first direction, and plastically defonning and radially 
expanding the expandable tubular member by mdvjng the adjustable expansion cone 
assembly through the expandable tubular member in the second direction. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes 
a plurality of expansion cone segments, means for guiding the expansion cone 

30 segments on a tapered body, and means for controHably displacing the expansion cone 
segments along the tapered t>ody. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes 
a plurality of expansion cone segments, means for guiding the expansion cone 
segments on a multi-sided tapered body, means for interlocking the expansion cone 

35 segments, and means for controllably displadng the expansion cone segments along 
the tapered body. 
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An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes 
a plurality of expansion cone segments, means for reslliently guiding the expansion 
cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body, means for guiding each of the 
expansion cone segments on opposite sides in the circumferential direction, means for 
5 tntertodcing the expansion cone segments, and means for controllably displacing the 
expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes 
a plurality of expansion cone segments, means for dividing the expansion cone 
segments into first and second groups of expansion cone segments, means for 
10 interieaving the first and second groups of expansion cone segments, means for 
overiapping the first and second groups of expansion cone segments, means for 
resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body, means 
for guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in the 
drcumferentiai direction, and means for controllably displacing the expansion cone 
1 5 segments along the tapered body. 

An adjustable expansion oone assembly has also been described that includes 
. a plurality of expansion oone segments, means for dividing the expansion cone 
segments into first and second groups of expansion cone segments, means for 
interieaving the first and second groups of expansion oone segments, means for 
20 guiding the expansion oone segments on a multi-sided tapered body, and means for 
controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body while also 
relatively displadng the first and second groups of expansion oone segments in 
opposite directions. 

An apparatus for plastically deforming and radially expanding an expandable 
25 tubular member has also been described that includes a tubular support member, an 
adjustable expansion cone assembly mpvably coupled to the tubular support member, 
means for actuating the adjustable expansion cone assembly, means for locking the 
actuator to the tubular support member of the apparatus, nneans for unlocking the 
actuator from the tubular support member of the apparatus, and means for increasing 
30 the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone assembly by moving the tubular 
support member relative to the actuator, the adjustable expanston cone assembly, and 
the expandable tubular member. 

An apparatus for plastically deforming and radially expanding an expandable 
tubular member has also been described that includes a tubular support member, an 
35 adjustable expanston cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member, 
means for actuating the adjustable expansion oone assembly, means for displadng the 
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actuator of the apparatus in a first direction, means for applying a resilient biasing force 
to the adjustable expansion cone assembly when the actuator is displaced in the first 
direction, and means for increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion 
cone assembly by displacing the actuator and the adjustable expansion cone assembly 
5 relative to the expandable tubular member in a second direction opposite to the first 
direction. 

Although illustrative embodiments of the invention have been shown and 
described, a wide range of modification, changes and substitution is contemplated in 
the foregoing disclosure. In some instances, some features of the present invention 
10 may be employed without a corresponding use of the other features. Accordingly, it is 
appropriate that the appended claims be construed broadly and in a manner consistent 
with the scope of the invention. 
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Claims 

1 . A method of radially expanding and plastically defomiing a tubular member, 
comprising; 

5 radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular member by increasing an operating 
pressure of a volume of a fluidic material contained by at least a portion of the 
tubular member; and 

radially expanding and plastically deforming at least a portion of the tubular member by 
displadng an expansion device within the tubular member. 

10 

2. The method of claim 1 . wherein the volume comprises an annular volume. 
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3. The method of claim 1 . wherein the expansion device is controllably adjustable 
from a first outside diameter to a second outside diameter. 
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An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage; 

a first lug coupled to and extending from the first tubular support body in 

the radial direction; 
a second tug coupled to and extending from the first tubular support 

body in the radial direction; and 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support 
body comprising: 

an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 
wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support 
member defines a T-shaped slot; 
N expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support 
body, each comprising: 

an expanston cone segment body including arcuate conical outer 
surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 

segment t>ody for movably coupling the expansion cone segment 
body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the 
expansion cone support body; and 

a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 
segment body; 

a split ring collar assembly movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular 
support member comprising: 
a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of 
the second T-shaped retaining members of the 
expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support 
body; 

a first drag block assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
comprises: 

a first drag blodc body defining: 
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a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining 

member of the split ring collar; and 
a first J-shaped slot for receiving the first lug; and 
one or more first drag bbdcs coupled to the first drag block body; 
a second drag block assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member 
that comprises: 

a second drag block body defining: 

a second J-shaped slot for receiving the second lug; and 
one or nrK>re second drag blocks coupled to the second drag btock body; 

and 

first and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between 
the first and second drag block assemblies. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage; 
a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
a flrst tapered flange coupled to the flrst tubular support body; 
a second tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body; and 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support 
body comprising: 

an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 
wherein each skJe of the multi-sided tapered tubular support 
memt>er defines a T-shaped slot; 
N expansion cone segments nnovably coupled to the expansion cone support 
body, each comprising: 

an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer 
surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 

segment body for nfK>vably coupling the expanston cone segment 
body to a conresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the 
expansion cone support body; and 

a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 
segment body; 
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a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member 
comprising: 

a second tubular support body that defines: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of 
the second T-shaped retaining members of the 
expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support 
body; 

a first collet assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
comprises: 

a first tubular sleeve defining: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining 
member of the split ring collar; 

a first counterbore for receiving the first flange; and 

a first radial passage; 
a first spring received within the first counterbore; 
a first retaining ring received within the first counterbore; 
a first load transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending 

through the first radial passage; 
a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin; 
a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular sleeve and 

positioned above the first tappred flange; and 
a third tubular sleeve coupled to the first resilient collet; 
a second collet assennbly movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
comprises: 

a fourth tubular sleeve defining: 

a second countert>ore for receiving the second flange; and 

a second radial passage; 
a second spring received within the second countert)ore; 
a second retaining ring received within the second countertx>re; 
a second load transfer pin coupled to the second retaining ring and 

extending through the second radial passage; 
a fifth tubular sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pin; 
a second resilient collet coupled to the fifth tubular sleeve and 

positioned above the second tapered flange; and 
a sixth tubular sleeve coupled to the second resilient collet; and 
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first and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between 
the first and second collet assemblies. 



An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage; 

a first radial passage defined in the first tubular support body fluidicly 

coupled to the longitudinal passage; 
a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
a first tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
a second tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body; and 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support 
tKxJy comprising: 

an N-sided tapered tubular support memben 
wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support 
member defines a T--shaped slot; 
N expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support 
body, each comprising: 

an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer 
surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 

segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment 
body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the 
expanston cone support body; and 

a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 
segment body; 

a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior (rf the tubular support member 
comprising: 

a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of 
the second T-shaped retaining memt>ers of the 
expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support 
body; 
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a first dog assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
comprises: 

a first tubular sleeve defining: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining 
member of the split ring collar; 

a first counterbore for receiving the first flange; and 

a second radial passage; 
a first spring received within the first counterisore; 
a first retaining ring received within the first countertx>re; 
a first load transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending 

through the second radial passage; 
a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin defining: 

a second counterbore for receiving the first tubular sleeve; 
a first resilient dog coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned 
• adjacent to the first tapered flange; 
a second dog assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
comprises: 

a third tubular sleeve defining: 

a second counterbore for receiving the second flange; 
a third radial passage; and 

a fourth radial passage fluldidy coupled to the first radial 
passage; 

a second spring received within the second counterbore; 

a second retaining ring received within the second counteri[}ore; 

a second load transfer pin coupled to the second retaining ring and 

extending through the third radial passage; 
a fourth tubular sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pin; 
a second resilient dog coupled to the fourth tubular sleeve and 

positioned adjacent to the second tapered flange; and 
first and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between 
the first and second dog assemblies. 



An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage including a 
throat passage; 
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a first radial passage defined in the first tubular support body fluidicly 

coupled to the longitudinal passage; 
a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body defining: 

a second radial passage defined in the second flange fluidicly 
coupled to the longitudinal passage; 
a tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body; and 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support 

body comprising: 

an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 
wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support 
member defines a T-shaped slot; 
I expansbn cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support 
body, each comprising: 

an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer 
surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 

segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment 
body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the 
expansion cone support body; and 

a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 
segment body; 

split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member 
comprising: 

a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for niovably receiving corresponding ones of 
the second T-shaped retaining members of the 
expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support 
body; 

dog assembly movably coupled to the tubular support memi>er that 
comprises: 

a first tubular sleeve defining: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining 

member of the split ring collar, 
a first counterbore for receiving the first flange; and 
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a third radial passage; 
a spring received within the first countert)ore; 
a retaining ring received within the first counterbore; 
a load transfer pin coupled to the retaining ring and extending through 

the third radial passage; 
a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first bad transfer pin that 

defines: 

a first countert>ore for receiving the first tubular sleeve; 
a second counterijore for receiving and mating with the 
tapered flange; and 

comprises: 

a third flange defining: 

a third counterbore for receiving the second 
flange; 

a fourth countert)ore for receiving the second 

flange; and 
a fourth radial passage; and 
a resilient dog coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned 
adjacent to the tapered flange; and 
first and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support nnember between 
the resilient dog and the third flange. 

An adjustable expanston cone assembly, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 
a tubular support body: and 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body 

comprising: 

an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 
wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support 
member defines a T-shaped slot; 
N expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support 
body, each comprising: 

an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer 
surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 

segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment 
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body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the 
expansion cone support body; and 
a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 
segment body; 

a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member 
comprising: 

a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of 
the second T-shaped retaining members of the 
expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support 
body; and 

a tubular actuating sleeve movably ooupled to the tubular support member that 
comprises: 

a third tubular support body defining: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining 
member of the split ring collar. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 
a first tubular support body; and 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body 
comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N stepped slots; 
an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member 
comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular 

support body defining an L-shaped slot; and 
N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support 
member, each expansion cone segment comprising: 

a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support 
member; 

an expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient 
collet including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 
and 
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a retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 

segment t>ody for movably coupling the expansion 
cone segment body to a corresponding one of the 
stepped slots of the expansion cone support 
5 body; 

a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member 
comprising: 

a third tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support 
10 body for mating with the L*shaped slot of the second tubular 

support body of the expansion cone assembly; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular body; 

and 

a tubular actuating sleeve movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
15 comprises: 

a third tubular support body defining: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped 
retaining member of the split ring collar. 

20 7. An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 
a first tubular support body; and 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body 
comprising: 

25 a tapered tubular support member defining N slots; 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member 

comprising: 

a second tubular support t>ody movably coupled to the first tubular 
support body defining an L*shaped slot; and 
30 N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support 

member, each expansion cone segment comprising: 

a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support 
member; 

an expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient 
35 ooliet including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 

and 
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a retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 

segment body for movably coupling the expansion 
cone segment body to a con^esponding one of the 
slots of the expansion cone support body; 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member 
comprising: . 

a third tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support 
body for mating with the Ushaped slot of the second tubular 
support body; and 

a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support body; and 

a tubular actuating sleeve movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
comprises: 

a third tubular support body defining: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped 
retaining member of the split ring collar. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a tubular support memt>er comprising: 
a first tubular support body; and 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body 
comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N slots; 
an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member 
comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular 

support body defining an L-shaped slot, and 
N/2 first expansion cone segnr^nts extending from the second tubular 
support member, each first expansion cone segnrtent comprising: 
a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 

support member; 
a first expansion cone segment body coupled to the 
resilient collet including arcuate conical outer 
surfaces; and 
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a first retaining meml>er coupled to the expansion cone 
segment Ixxly for movably coupBng the expansion 
cone segment body to a corresponding one of the 
slots of the expansion cone support body; 
N/2 second expansion cone segments extending from the second 

tubular support member, each second expansion cone segment 
comprising: 

a second resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 

support member; 
a second expansion cone segment body coupled to the 

resilient collet including arcuate conical outer 

surfaces; and 
a second retaining member coupled to the expansion 

cone segment body for movably coupling the 

expansion cone segment body to a corresponding 

one of the sbts of the expansion cone support 

body; 

wherein the second expansion cone segments overlap and are 
interleaved with the first expansion cone segments; 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member 
comprising: 

a third tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining nriember coupled to the third tubular support 
body for mating with L-shaped slot of the second tubular support 
body; and 

a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support body; and 

a tubular actuating sleeve movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
comprises: 

a third tubular support body defining: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped 
retaining member of the split ring collar. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 
a first tubular support body; and 
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an expansion cone eupport body coupled to the first tubular support 
body comprising: 

an N-s!ded tapered tubular support memben 
wherein each side of the nnulti-sided tapered tubular support 
member defines a T-shaped slot; 
N/2 first expansion cone segments movabiy coupled to the expansion cone 
support body, each comprising: 

a first expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer 
surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion cone 
segment body for movabiy coupling the first expansion cone 
segment body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of 
the expansion cone support body; and 

a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion 
cone segment body; 

^4/2 second expansion cone segments movabiy coupled to the expansion cone 
support body, each comprising: 

a second expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer 
surfaces; 

a third T*shaped retaining member coupled to the second expansion 
cone segment body for movabiy coupling the second expansion 
cone segment body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped 
stots of the expansion cone support body; and 

a fourth T-shaped retaining rriember coupled to the expansion cone 
segment body; 

wherein the first and second expanston cone segments are interieaved; 
wherein the first expansion cone segment bodies are complementary shaped 

with respect to the second expansion cone segment bodies; 
a split ring collar assembly movabiy coupled to the exterior of the tubular 
support member comprising: 
a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movabiy receiving con-esponding ones of 
the second and fourth T-shaped retaining members of the 
interieaved first and second expansion cone segments; 
and 
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an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support 
body; and 

a tubular actuating sleeve movably coupled to the tubular support member that 

comprises: 

5 a third tubular support body defining: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining 
member of the split ring collar. 

10. An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member, comprising: 
1 0 a tubular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage; 

a first lug coupled to and extending from the first tubular support body in 

the radial direction; and 
a second lug coupled to and extending from the first tubular support 
15 body in the radial direction; 

an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 
member; 

a first drag block assembly rhovably coupled to the tubular support member that 
comprises: 

20 a first drag block body coupled to the adjustable expansion cone 

assembly defining: 

a first J-shaped stot for receiving the first lug; and 
one or nrtore first drag blocks coupled to the first drag btock body; 
a second drag block assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member 
25 that comprises: 

a second drag btock body defining: 

a second J-shaped slot for receiving the second lug; and 
one or more second drag blocks coupled to the second drag block body; 
and 

30 first and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between 

the first and second drag block assemblies. 

1 1 . The apparatus of daim 10, wherein the tubular support member further 
comprises: 

35 an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body 

comprising: 
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an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 
wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support 
member defines a T-shaped slot; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 
5 N expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone 

support body» each comprising: 

an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer 
surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion 
10 cone segment body for movably coupling the expansion 

cone segment body to a con-esponding one of the T- 
shaped slots of the expansion cone support body; and 
a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion 
oone segment body; and 
15 a split ring coliar niovably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 

member ooniprising: 
a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving oorresponding 
ones of the second T-shaped retaining members 
20 of the expansion oone segments; and 

an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular 
support body; and 
wherein the first drag block body further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of 
25 the split ring collar. 

12. The apparatus of daim 10, wherein the tubular support member further 
comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body 
30 comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N stepped slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 
member comprising: 

35 a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first 

tubular support body defining an Lrshaped slot; and 
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N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular 
support memt>er, each expansion cone segment 
comprising: 

a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 

support member; 
an expansion cone segment body coupled to the 
resilient collet including arcuate conical 
outer surfaces; and 
a retaining member coupled to the expansion 
cone segment body for movably coupling 
the expansion cone segment body to a 
conresponding one of the stepped slots of 
the expansion cone support body; and 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 
member comprising: 
a third tubular support body: 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support body for mating with the L-shaped slot of the 
second tubular support body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support member; 
wherein the first drag block body further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining 
member of the split ring collar. 

1 3. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the tubular support member further 
comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body 
comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 
. member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first 
tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot; and 
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N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular 
support memt>er, each expansion cone segment 
comprising: 

a resilient coliet coupied to the second tubular 

support member; 
an expansion cone segment body coupled to the 
resilient collet including arcuate conical 
outer surfaces; and 
a retaining member coupled to the expansion 
cone segment body for movably coupling 
the expansion cone segment body to a 
conBsponding one of the slots of the 
expansion cone support body; and 
a split ring collar nrK>vably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 
member comprising: 
a third tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to me third tubular 
support body for mating with L-shaped slot of the second 
tubular support body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining meml>er coupled to the third tubular 
support body; 
wherein the first drag block body further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining 
member of the split ring collar. 

14. The apparatus of daim 10. wherein the tubular support member further 
comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body 
comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 
member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first 
tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot; and 
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N/2 first expansion cone segments extending from the second 
tubular support member, each first expansion cone 
. segment comprising: 

a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 

support member; 
a first expansion cone segment body coupled to 
the resilient collet including arcuate conical 
outer surfaces; and 
a first retaining member coupled to the expansion 
cone segment body for movably coupling 
the expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the slots of the 
expansion cone support body; 
N/2 second expansion cone segments extending from the 

second tubular support member, each second expansion 
cone segment comprising: 

a second resilient collet coupled to the second 

tubular support member; 
a second expansion cone segment body coupled 
to the resilient collet including arcuate 
conical outer surfaces; and 
a second retaining member coupled to the 

expansion cone segment body for movably 
coupling the expansion cone segment 
body to a conresponding one of the slots of 
the expansion cone support body; 
wherein the second expansion cone segments overlap 
and are interleaved with the first expansion cone 
segments; and 

i split ring collar movably coiqjled to the exterior of the tubular support 
member comprising: 
a third tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support body for nr^iting with the L-shaped slot of the 
second tubular support body; and 
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a second L-shaped retaining niember coupled to the third tubular 
support body; 
wherein the first drag block body further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining 
5 member of the split ring collar. 

15. The apparatus of daim 10, wherein the tubular support member further 
comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body 
10 comprising: 

an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 
wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support 
member defines a T-shaped slot; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 
15 N/2 first expansion cone segments movabty coupled to the expansion 

cone support body, each comprising: 
a first expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical 
outer surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion 
20 cone segment body for movably coupling the first 

expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of 
the T-shaped slots of , the expansion cone support body; 
and 

a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first 
25 expansion cone segment body; 

N/2 second expansion cone segments movably coupled to the 
. expansion cone support body, each comprising: 
a second expansion cone segment body including arcuate 
conical outer surfaces; 
30 a third T-shaped retaining member coupled to the second 

expansion cone segment body for rTK)vably coupling the 
second expansion cone segment body to a 
conBsponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion 
cone support body; and 
35 a fourth T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion 

cone segment body; 



wherein the first and second expansion cone segments are interleaved; 
wherein the first expansion cone segment bodies are complementary 

shaped with respect to the second expansion cone segment 

txKltes; and 

a split ring collar assembly movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular 
support member comprising: 
a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving con^esponding 
ones of the second and fourth T-shaped retaining 
members of the interleaved first and second 
expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular 
support body; and 
wherein the first drag block body further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of 
the split ring collar 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member, oomprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage; 

a first fiange coupled to the first tubular support body; 

a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 

a first tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body; and 

a second tapered fiange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 

member; 

a first collet assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
comprises: 

a first tubular sleeve coupled to the adjustable expansion cone 
assembly and defining: 

a first counterbore for receiving the first flange; and 

a first radial passage; 
a first spring received within the first counterbore; 
a first retaining ring receh^ed within the first counterbore; 
a first load transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending 

through the first radial passage; 



93 

a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin; 
a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular sleeve and 

positioned above the first tapered flange; and 
a third tubular sleeve coupled to the first resilient collet; 
a second collet assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
comprises: 

a fourth tubular sleeve defining: 

a second counterbore for receiving the second flange; and 

a second radial passage; 
a second spring received within the second counterbore; 
a second retaining ring received within the second counterbore; 
a second load transfer pin coupled to the second retaining ring and 

extending through the second radial passage; 
a fifth tubular sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pin; 
a second resilient collet coupled to the Tifth tubular sleeve and 

positioned above the second tapered flange; and 
a sixth tubular sleeve coupled to the second resilient collet; and 
first and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between 
the first and second collet assemblies. 

1 7. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the tubular support member further 
comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body 
comprising: 

an N-sided tapered tubular support memben 
wherein each side of the multi^ided tapered tubular support 
member defines a T-shaped slot; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

N expansion cone segnnents movably coupled to the expansion cone 
support body, each comprising: 

an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer 
surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion 

cone segment body for movably coupling the expansion 
cone segment body to a corresponding one of the T- 
shaped slots of the expansion cone support body; and 
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a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion 
cone segment body; and 



a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 



member comprising: 
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a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding 



ones of the second T-shaped retaining members 
of the expansion cone segments; and 
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an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular 
support body; and 



wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first collet assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of 



the split ring collar. 



15 18. The apparatus of dalm 16, wherein the tubular support member further 
comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body 
comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N stepped stots; 
20 wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 
member comprising: 

a second tubular support body nKivably coupled to the first 
tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot; and 
25 N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular 

support member, each expansion cone segment 
comprising: 



a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 
support member, 
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an expansion cone segment body coupled to the 



resilient collet including arcuate conical 
outer sur^ces; and 



a retaining member coupled to the expansion 



cone segment t>ody for movably coupling 
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the expansion cone segment body to a 
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corresponding one of the stepped slots of 
the expansion cone support body; and 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 

member comprising: 

a third tubular support body: 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support body for mating with the L-shaped slot of the 
second tubular support body; and 

a second L-shaped retaining mennber coupled to the third tubular 
support member; 

wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first collet assembly further defines: 
a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining 
member of the split ring collar. 

19. The apparatus of dalm 16, wherein the tubular support member further 
comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body 
comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 
member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first 
tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot; and 

N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular 
support member, each expansion cone segment 
comprising: 

a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 

support member; 
an expansion cone segment body coupled to the 

resilient collet including arcuate conical 

outer surfaces; and 
a retaining memt}er coupled to the expansion 

cone segment body for nrK>vably coupling 

the expansion cone segment body to a 
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corresponding one of the slots of the 
expansion cone support t}ody; and 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 

member comprising: 

a third tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining memt)er coupled to the third tubular 
support body for mating with L*shaped slot of the second 
tubular support body; and 

a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support body; 

wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first collet assembly further defines: 
a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining 
member of the split ring collar 

20. The apparatus of daim 16, wherein the tubular support member further 
comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body 
comprising: 

a tapered tubular support memt>er defining N slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 
member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first 
tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot; and 
N/2 first expansion cone segments extending from the second 
tubular support member, each first expanston cone 
segment comprising: 

a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 

support member; 
a first expansion cone segment body coupled to 
the resilient collet including arcuate conical 
outer surfaces; and 
a first retaining member coupled to the expansion 
cone segment body for movably coupling 
the expansion cone segment body to a 
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corresponding one of the slots of the 
expansion cone support body; 
N/2 second expansion cone segments extending from the 

second tubular support member, each second expansion 
5 cone segment comprising: 

a second resilient collet coupled to the second 

tubular support member; 
a second expansion cone segment body coupled 
to the resilient collet including arcuate 
10 conical outer surfaces; and 

a second retaining member coupled to the 

expansion cone segment body for movably 
coupling the expansion cone segment 
body to a corresponding one of the slots of 
15 the expansion cone support body; 

wherein the second expanston cone segments overlap 
and are interleaved with the first expansion cone 
segments; and 

a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 
20 member comprising: 

a third tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support body for mating with the L-shaped slot of the 
second tubular support body; and 
25 a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 

support body; 

wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first collet assembly further defines: 
a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining 
member of the split ring collar. 

30 

21 . The apparatus of dalm 16. wherein the tubular support member further 
comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body 
comprising: 

35 an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 
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wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support 
memt)er defines a T-shaped slot; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

N/2 first expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion 
5 cone support body, each comprising: 

a first expansion cone segment body Including arcuate conical 
outer surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion 
cone segment body for movably coupling the first 
10 expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of 

the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body; 
and 

a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first 
expansion cone segment body; 
1 5 N/2 second expansion cone segments movably coupled to the 

expansion cone support body, each comprising: 
a second expansion cone segment body including arcuate 

conical outer surfaces; 
a third T-shaped retaining member coupled to the second 
20 expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the 

second expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion 
cone support body; and 
a fourth T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion 
25 cone segment body; 

wherein the first and second expansion cone segments are interleaved; 
wherein the first expansbn cone segment bodies are complementary 
shaped with respect to the second expansion cone segment 
bodies; and 

30 a split ring collar assembly nrtovably coupled to the exterior of the tubular 

support member comprising: 
a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding 
ones of the second and fourth T-shaped retaining 
35 menrtt}ers of the interleaved first and second 

expansion cone segments; and 
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an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular 
support body; and 

wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first collet assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of 
the split ring collar. 



An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage; 

a first radial passage defined in the first tubular support body fluididy 
coupled to the longitudinal passage; 

a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 

a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 

a first tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body; and 

a second tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 

member; 

a first dog assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
comprises: 

a first tubular sleeve coupled to the adjustable expansion cone 
assembly defining: 

a first counterbore for receiving the first flange; and 

a second radial passage; 
a first spring received within the first counteritx>re; 
a first retaining ring received within the first oountert)ore; 
a first load transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending 

through the second radial passage; 
a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin defining: 

a second countert>ore for receiving the first tubular sleeve; 
a first resilient dog coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned 

adjacent to the first tapered flange; 
a second dog assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
comprises: 

a third tubular sleeve defining: 

a second countert)ore for receiving the second flange; 
a third radial passage; and 
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a fourth radial passage fluidicly coupled to the first radial 
passage; 

a second spring received within the second counterbore; 
a second retaining ring received within the second counterbore; 
5 a second load transfer pin coupled to the second retaining ring and 

extending through the third radial passage; 
a fourth tubular sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pin; 
a second resilient dog coupled to the fourth tubular sleeve and 
positioned adjacent to the second tapered flange; and 
10 first and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between 

the first and second dog assemblies. 



23. The apparatus of daim 22, virherein the tubular support nnember further 
comprises: 

15 an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body 

comprising: 

an N-sided tapered tubular support member, 
wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support 
member defines a T-shaped slot; 
20 wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

N expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone 
support body, each comprising: 

an expanston cone segment body including arcuate conical outer 
surfaces; 

25 a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion 

cone segment body for movably coupling the expansion 
cone segment body to a corresponding one of the T- 
shaped slots of the expanston cone support body; and 
a second T*shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion 
30 cone segment body; and 

a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 
member comprising: 
a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably recehring corresponding 
35 ones of the second T-shaped retaining members 

of the expansion cone segments; and 
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an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the secx>nd tubular 
support body; and 

wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first dog assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of 
the split ring collar. 



24. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the tubular support member further 
comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body 
comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N stepped slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movabiy coupled to the tubular support 
member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movabiy coupled to the first 
tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot; and 

N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular 
support member, each expansion cone segment 
comprising: 

a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 

support member; 
an expansion cone segment body coupled to the 
resilient collet including arcuate conical 
outer surfaces; and 
a retaining member coi4>led to the expansion 
cone segment body for movabiy coupling 
the expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the stepped slots of 
the expansion cone support body; and 
a split ring collar movabiy coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 
member comprising: 
a third tubular support body: 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support body for mating with the L-shaped slot of the 
second tubular support body; and 
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a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support memt>en and 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first dog assembly further defines: 
a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining 
5 member of the split ring collar. 

25. The apparatus of daim 22. wherein the tubular support member further 
comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body 
10 comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expanston cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 
member comprising: 

IS a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first 

tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot; and 
N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular 
support mennber, each expansion cone segnrtent 
comprising: 

20 a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 

support member; 
an expansion cone segment body coupled to the 
resilient collet including arcuate conical 
outer surfaces; and 

2S a retaining member coupled to the expanston 

cone segment body for movably coupling 
the expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the slots of the 
expansion cone support body; and 
30 a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 

member comprising: 
a third tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support body fc^ mating with L-shaped slot of the second 
35 tubular support body; and 
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a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support body; and 

wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first dog assembly further defines: 
a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining 
5 member of the split ring collar. 

26. The apparatus of daim 22, wherein the tubular support member further 
comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body 
10 comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 
member comprising: 

15 a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first 

tubular support body defming an L-shaped slot; and 
N/2 first expansion cone segments extending from the second 
tubular support member, each first expansion cone 
segment comprising: 

20 a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 

support memben 
a first expansion cone segment body coupled to 
the resilient collet including arcuate conical 
outer surfeces; and 

25 a first retaining member coupled to the expansion 

cone segment body for movably coupling 
the expansion cone segment txxJy to a 
corresponding one of the slots of the 
expansion cone support t)ody; 
30 N/2 second expansion cone segments extending from the 

second tubular support member, each second expansion 
cone segment comprising: 

a second resilient collet coupled to the second 
tubular support member. 
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a second expansion cone segment body coupled 
to the resilient collet including arcuate 
conical outer surfaces; and 
a second retaining member coupled to the 
5 expansion cone segment body for movably 

coupling the expansion cone segment 
body to a corresponding one of the slots of 
the expansion cone support body; 
wherein the second expansion cone segments overlap 
10 and are interleaved with the first expansion cone 

segments; and 

a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 
member comprising: 
a third tubular support body; 
15 a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 

support body for mating with the L-shaped slot of the 
second tubular support body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support body; and 

20 wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first dog assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining 
member of the split ring collar. 

27. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the tubular support member further 
25 comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body 
comprising: 

an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 
wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support 
30 member defines a T*shaped slot; 

wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

N/2 first expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion 
cone support body, each comprising: 
a first expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical 
35 outer surfaces; 
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a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to tlie first expansion 
cone segment body for movably coupling the first 
expansion cone segment body to a conresponding one of 
the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body; 
and 

a second T*shaped retaining member coupled to the first 

expansion cone segment body; 
N/2 second expansion cone segments movably coupled to the 
expansion cone support body, each comprising: 
a second expansion cone segment txKly including arcuate 

conical outer surfaces; 
a third T-shaped retaining member coupled to the second 

expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the 

second expansion cone segnnent body to a 

corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion 

cone support body; and 
a fourth T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion 

cone siBgnient body; 
wherein the first and second expansion cone segments are interleaved; 
. wherein the first expansion cone segment bodies are complementary 
shaped with respect to the second expansion cone segment 
bodies; and 

a split ring collar assembly movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular 
support member comprising: 
a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding 
ones of the second and fourth T-shaped retaining 
members of the interleaved first and second 
expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular 
support body; and 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first dog assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and nriating with the L-shaped retaining member of 
the split ring collar. 



An apparafais for radially expanding a tubular member, comprising: 
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a tubular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage induding a 
throat passage; 

a first radial passage defined in the first tubular support body fluididy 
5 coupled to the longitudinal passage; 

a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 

a secorKi flange coupled to the first tubular support body defining: 

a second radial passage defined in the second fiange fluididy 
coupled to the longitudinal passage; and 
10 an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 

member; 

a dog assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
comprises: 

a first tubular sleeve coupled to the adjustable expansion cone 
15 assembly defining: 

a first oounterbore for receiving the first flange; and 

a tf lird radial passage; 
a spring received within the first counterbore; 
a retaining ring received within the first counterbore; 
20 a load transfer pin coupled to the retaining ring and extending through 

the third radial passage; 
a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin that 

defines: 

a first counterbore for receiving the first tubular sleeve; 
25 a second oounterbore for receiving and mating with the 

tapered flange; and 

comprises: 

a third flange defining: 

a third counterbore for receiving the second 
30 fiange; 

a fourth counterbore for receiving the second 

flange; and 
a fourth radial passage; and 
a resilient dog coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned 
35 adjacent to the tapered flange; and 
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first and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between 
the resilient dog and the third flange. 

29. The apparatus of claim 28» wherein the tubular support member further 
5 comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body 
comprising: 

an N-sided tapered tubular support member, 
wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support 
1 0 member defines a T-shaped slot; 

wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

N expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone 
support body, each comprising: 

an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer 
15 surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion 
cone segment body for movably coupling the expansion 
cone segment body to a conesponding one of the T- 
shaped slots of the expansion cone support body; and 
20 a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expanston 

cone segment body; and 
a split ring coliar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 
member comprising: 
a second faibular support body defining: 
25 N T-shaped slots for movably receiving oonesponding 

ones of the second T-shaped retaining members 
of the expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular 
support body; and 

30 wherein the first tubular sleeve of the dog assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining memt>er of 
the split ring collar. 

30. The apparatus of claim 28. wherein the tubular support member further 
35 comprises: 
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an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body 
comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N stepped slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 
5 an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 

member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first 
tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot; and 
N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular 
10 support member, each expansion cone segment 

comprising: 

a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 

support member; 
an expansion cone segment body coupled to the 
15 resilient collet Including arcuate conical . 

outer surfaces; and 
a retaining member coupled to the expansion 
cone segment body for movably coupling 
the expansion cone segment body to a 
20 corresponding one of the stepped stots of 

the expansion cone support t>ody; and 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 
member comprising: 
a third tubular support body: 
25 a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 

support body for mating with the L-shaped slot of the 
second tubular support body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support member and 
30 wherein the first tubular sleeve of the dog assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining 
member of the split ring collar. 



31 . The apparatus of daim 28, wherein the tubular support memt>er further 
35 comprises: 
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an expanston cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body 
comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 
5 an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 

member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first 
tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot; and 

N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular 
10 support member, each expansion cone segment 

comprising: 

a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 

support member; 
an expansion cone segment body coupled to the 
15 resilient collet including arcuate conical 

outer surfaces; and 
a retaining member coupled to the expansion 

oone segment body for movably coupling 
the expansion cone segment body to a 
20 corresponding one of the slots of the 

expansion cone support body; and 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 
member comprising: 
a third tubular support body; 
25 a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 

support body for mating with Ushaped slot of the second 
tubular support body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support body; and 

30 wherein the first tubular sleeve of the dog assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining 
member of the split ring collar. 



32. The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the tubular support member further 
35 comprises: 



110 



an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body 
comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N slots; 
wtierein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 
5 an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 

member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first 
tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot; and 
N/2 first expansion cone segments extending from the second 
10 tubular support member, each first expansion cone 

segment comprising: 

a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 

support member; 
a first expansion cone segment body coupled to 
1 5 the resilient collet including arcuate conical 

outer surfaces; and 
a first retaining member coupled to the expansion 
Qone segment body for movably coupling 
the expansion cone segment body to a 
20 correspondingoneof thestotsof the 

expansion cone support body; 
N/2 second expansion cone segments extending from the 

second tubular support member, each second expansion 
cone segment comprising: 
25 a second resilient collet coupled to the second 

tubular support member; 
a second expansion cone segment body coupled 
to the resilient collet including arcuate 
conical outer surfaces; and 
30 a second retaining member coupled to the 

expansion cone segment body for movably 
coupling the expansion cone segment 
body to a corresponding one of the slots of 
the expansion cone support t)ody; 
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wherein the second expansion cone segments overlap 
and are interleaved with the first expansion cone 
segments; and 

a spirt ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 
5 member comprising: 

a third tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support body for mating with the L-shaped slot of the 
second tubular support body; and 
10 a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 

support body; and 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the dog assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining 
member of the split ring collar. 

15 

33. The apparatus of claim 28. wherein the tubular support member further 
comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body 
comprising: 

20 an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 

wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support 
nnember defines a T-shaped slot; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

N/2 first expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion 
25 cone support body, each comprising: 

a first expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical 
outer surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion 
cone segment body for movably coupling the first 
30 expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of 

the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body; 
and 

a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first 
expansion cone segment body; 
35 N/2 second expansion oone segments movably coupled to the 

expansion oone support txxly, each comprising: 
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a second expansion cone segment body including arcuate 
conical outer surfaces; 

a third T-shaped retaining nnember coupled to the second 

expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the 
second expansion cone segment body to a 
con^esponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion 
cone support body; and 

a fourth T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion 
cone segment body; 
wherein the first and second expansion cone segments are interleaved; 
wherein the first expansion cone segment bodies are complementary 

shaped with respect to the second expansion cone segment 

bodies; and 

a split ring collar assembly movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular 
support member comprising: 
a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding 
ones of the second and fourth T-shaped retaining 
members of the interieaved first and second 
expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining memt>er coupled to the second tubular 
support body; and 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the dog assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of 
the split ring collar. 

34. An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member, comprising: 
a tubular support member; 

an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 
member; and 

means for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone assembly. 

35. The apparatus of claim 34, wherein the means for adjusting the adjustable 
expansion cone assembly comprises: 

frictional means for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone assembly. 
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36. The apparatus of claim 34. wherein the means for adjusting the adjustable 
expansion cone assembly comprises: 

resilient means for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone assembly. 

5 37. An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a tubular support member; 

an adjustable expansion cone movably coupled to the tubular support member, 
comprising: 

a plurality of expansion cone segments; and 
1 0 means for guiding the expansion cone segments on the tubular support 

member; and 
means for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone. 

38. The adjustable expansion cone assembly of claim 37, wherein the adjuistable 
1 5 expansion cone further comprises: 

means for Interiocking the expanston cone segments. 

39. The adjustable expansion cone assembly of daim 37, wherein the means for 
adjusting the adjustable expansion cone comprises: 

20 resilient means for supporting the expansion cone segments. 

40. The adjustable expansion cone assembly of daim 37, wherein the expansion 
cone segments indude first and second interieaved groups of expansion cone 
segments. 

25 

41 . The adjustable expansion cone assembly of daim 40, wherein the means for 
adjusting the adjustable expansion cone comprises: 

means for displadng the first and second interieaved groups of expansion cone 
segments in opposite directions. 

30 

42. A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly comprising a 
plurality of expansion cone segments, comprising: 

guiding the expansion cone segments on a tapered body; and 

controllably displadng the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

35 

43. The method of daim 42, further comprising: 
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resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on the tapered body. 



44. The method of claim 42, further comprising: 
intertodcing the expansion cone segments. 

5 

45. The method of claim 42, further comprising: 

dividing the expansion cone segments into first and second groups of 

expansion cone segments; and 
interieaving the first and second groups of expansion cone segments. 

10 

46. The method of daim 45, further comprising: 

overiapping the first and second groups of expansion cone segments. 

47. The method of daim 45, wherein coritrollably displadng the expansion cone 
15 segments along the tapered IxxJy comprises: 

displadng the first and second interieaved groups of expansion cone segments 
in opposite directions. 

48. A nnethod of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly comprising a 
20 plurality of expansion cone segments, comprising: 

guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body; 
interiocking the expansion cone segments; and 

controllably displadng the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

25 

49. A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly comprising a 
plurality of expansion cone segments, comprising: 

resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body; 
guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in the 
30 drcumferential direction; 

interiocking the expansion cone segments; and 

controllably displadng the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

50. A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly comprising a 
35 plurality of expansk>n cone segments, comprising: 
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dividing the expansion cone segments into first and second groups of 

expansion cone segments; 
interleaving the first and second groups of expansion cone segments; 
overlapping the first and second groups of expansion cone segments; 
5 resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered t>ody; 

guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in the 

circumferential direction; and 
controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

10 

51 . A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly comprising a 
plurality of expansion cone segments, comprising: 

dividing the expansion cone segments into first and second groups of 

expansion cone segments; 
15 interieaving the first and second groups of expansion cone segments; 

guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body; and 
controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body 

while also relatively displacing the first and second groups of expansion 

cone segments in opposite directions. 

20 

52. A method of plastically defonning and radially expanding an expandable tubular 
member using an apparatus comprising a tubular sgpport member, an adjustable 
expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member, and an 
actuator movably coupled to the tubular support member for adjusting the adjustable 

25 expansion cone assembly, comprising: 

coupling a first end of the expandable tubular member to a tubular stoicture; 

locking the actuator to the tubular support member of the apparatus; 

inserting the apparatus into the first end of the expandable tubular member, 

moving the actuator and the adjustable expansion cone assembly of the 
30 apparatus out of the second end of the expandable tubular member 

reinserting the actuator of the apparatus into the second end of the expandable 
tubular member; 

unlocking the actuator from the tubular support member of the apparatus; 
rotating the actuator relative to the tubular support member of the apparatus; 
35 and 
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increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone assembly by 
moving the tubular support member relative to the actuator, the 
adjustable expansion cone assembly, and the expandable tubular 
member, and 

plastically defomning and radially expanding the expandable tubular member by 
moving the adjustable expansion cone assembly through the 
expandable tubular member 

53. The method of claim 52, wherein the tubular support member includes one or 
more lugs; wherein the actuator includes one or more corresponding retaining slots; 
and wherein locking comprises positioning the lugs into the con^espondihg retaining 
slots. 

54. The method of claim 52, wherein the tubular support member includes one or 
more lugs; wherein the actuator includes one or more corresponding retaining slots; 
and wherein unlocking comprises posittoning the lugs out of engagement with 
corresponding retaining slots. 

55. The method of daim 52. wherein moving the tubular support member relative to 
the actuator, the adjustable expanston cone assembly, and the expandable tubular 
memt>er conq}rises: 

the actuator frictionally engaging the expandable tubular member. 

56. The method of claim 52, wherein moving the adjustable expansbn cone 
assembly through the expandable tubular member comprises: 

pulling the adjustable expansion cone through the expandable tubular member. 

57. The method of daim 52, further comprising: 

fluidk:ly sealing the interface between the tubular support member of the 

apparatus and the expandable tubular member 
wherein moving the adjustable expansion cone assembly through the 

expandable tubular memt)er comprises: 
injecting a pressurized fluid into the tubular support member. 

58. A nriethod of plastically deforming and radially expanding an expandable tubular 
member using an apparatus comprising a tubular support member, an adjustable 
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expansion cone assembly nrK>vably coupled to the tubular support member, and an 
actuator movably coupled to the tubular support member for adjusting the adjustable 
expansion cone assembly, comprising: 

coupling a first end of the expandable tubular member to a tubular structure; 
5 inserting the apparatus into the first end of the expandable tubular member in a 

first direction; 

displacing the actuator of the apparatus in a second direction opposite to the 
first direction; 

applying a resilient biasing force to the adjustable expansion cone assembly in 
10 the second direction; 

moving the actuator and the adjustable expansion cone assembly of the 

apparatus out of the second end of the expandable tubular member, 
reinserting the actuator of the apparatus into the second end of the expandable 
tubular mennber in the second direction; 
1 5 increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone as$emt>ly by 

displacing the actuator and the adjustable expanston cone assembly 
relative to the expandable tubular member in the first direction; and 
plastically defomning and radially expanding the expandable tubular member by 
nrioving the adjustable expansion oorie assembly through the 
20 . expandable tubular member in the second direction. 



59. The method of daim 58, wherein displacing the actuator of the apparatus In the 
second direction comprises: 

impacting the actuator with the first end of the expandable tubular member. 

25 

60. The method of claim 58, wherein displadng the actuator and the adjustable 
expansion cone assembly relative to the expandable tubular member in the first 
direction comprises: 

Impacting the actuator with the second end of the expandable tubular member. 

30 

61 . The method of daim 58, wherein moving the adjustable expanston cone 
assembly through the expandable tubular member comprises: 

pulling the adjustable expartston cone through the expandable tubular member. 



35 62. The method of daim 58, further comprising: 
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fluididy sealing the interface between the tubular support member of the 

apparatus and the expandable tubular member, 
wherein moving the adjustable expansion cone assembly through the 

expandable tubular member comprises: 
5 injecting a pressurized fluid into the tubular support member. 

63. An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a plurality of expansion cone segments; 

means for guiding the expansion cone segments on a tapered body; and 
means for controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the 
tapered body. 

The assembly of daim 63, further comprising: 

means for resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on the tapered 
body. 

The assembly of daim 63, further comprising: 
means for interiocking the expansion cone segments. 

The assembly of daim 63, further comprising: 

means for dividing the expansion cone segments into first and second groups of 

expansion cone segments; and 
means for interleaving the first and second groups of expansion cone 
segments. 

The assembly of daim 66, further comprising: 
means for overiapping the first and second groups of expansion cone 
segments. 

30 68. The assembly of daim 66, wherein the means for controllably displadng the 
expansion cone segments atong the tapered body comprises: 

means for displadng the first and second interteaved groups of expansion cone 
segments in opposite directions. 

35 69. An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a plurality of expansion cone segments; 



64. 

15 

65. 

20 66. 
25 

67. 
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means for guiding the expansion cone segnrtents on a muW-slded tapered body; 
means for intertocking the expansion cone segments; and 
means for controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the 
tapered body. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a plurality of expansion cone segments; 

means for resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided 
tapered body; 

means for guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in 

the circumferential direction; 
nrteans for interlocking the expansion cone segments; and 
means for controllably displacing the expansion cone segments atong the 

tapered body. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a plurality of expansion cone segments; 

nrieans for divkling the expanston cone segments Into first and second groups of 

expanston cone segments; 
means for interleaving the first and second groups of expanston cone 

segments; 

means for overlapping the first and second groups of expansion cone 
segments; 

means for resiliently guidirig the expansion cone segments on a muiti-sided 
tapered body; 

means for guiding each of the expansion oone segments on opposite sides in 

the circunrferenbal direction; and 
nneans for controllably displacing the expanston cone segments atong the 

tapered body. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a plurality of expanston cone segments; 

means for dividing the expansion cone segments into first and second groups of 

expansion cone segments; 
means for interleaving the first and second groups of expansion cone 

segments; 
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means for guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sicled tapered body, 
and 

means for controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the 

tapered body while also relatively displacing the first and second groups 
5 of expansion cone segments in opposite directions. 

73. An apparatus for plastically defomning and radially expanding an expandable 
tubular member, comprising: 

a tubular support member; 
10 an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 

member; 

means for actuating the adjustable expansion cone assembly; 

means for locking the actuator to the tubular support member of the apparatus; 

means for unlocking the actuator from the tubular support member of the 
15 apparatus; 

means for increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone 

assembly by moving the tubular support member relative to the actuator, 
the adjustable expanston cone assembly, and the expandable tubular 
member. 

20 

74. The apparatus of daim 73, wherein the tubular support member includes one or 
more lugs; wherein the actuator includes one or more comesponding retaining slots; 
and wherein the means for locking comprises positioning the lugs into the 
corresponding retaining slots. 

25 

75. The apparatus of claim 73, wherein the tubular support member includes one or 
more lugs; wherein the actuator includes one or more corresponding retaining slots; 
and wherein the means for unlocking comprises positioning the lugs out of engagement 
with conresponding retaining slots. 

30 

76. The method of daim 73, further comprising: 

means for fiuididy sealing the interface between the tubular support member of 
the apparatus and the expandable tubular member. 

35 77. An apparatus for plastically defonning and radially expanding an expandable 
tubular member, comprising: 
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a tubular support member; 

an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support 
member, 

means for actuating the adjustable expansion cone assembly; 
5 means for displacing the actuator of the apparatus in a first direction; 

means for applying a resilient biasing force to the adjustable expansion cone 

assembly when the actuator is displaced in the first direction; 
means for increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone 
assembly by displacing the actuator and the adjustable expansion cone 
^ 0 assembly relative to the expandable tubular member in a second 

direction opposite to the first direction. 

78. The apparatus of claim 77, wherein the means for displacing the actuator of the 
apparatus in the first direction comprises: 

15 means for impacting the actuator 

79. The apparatus of daim 77, wherein the means for displacing the actuator and the 
adjustable expansion cone assembly relative to the expandable tubular member in the 
first direction comprises: 

20 means for impacting the actuator. 
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